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‘The  Royal  Family  have  been  hurl  by 
suggestions  that  they  are  indifferent 
to  the  country’s  sorrow . . 


Queen  to  deliver 
address  on  TV 


{ > l 


Kama!  Ahmad 
and  John  Arlidgo 


T 


jTT"  \ tribute  win  be  made  by  her 

■ ahmoa  brother,  Sail  Spencer.  Tony 

Ipge Blair  win  also  read  from  Co- 

rinthians wnH  the  fTanriTa 
HE  ROYAL  family  in  the  Wind,  specially  re  writ- 
threw  tradition  ten  for  the  service,  will  be 
away  yesterday  sung  by  Elton  John, 
when  it  was  an-  It  was  still  undear  last 


nounced  that  the  night  whether  Prince  William 
Queen  would  give  an  unprece-  and  Harry  win  march  with  the 


dented  television  address  to 
the  nation  about  the  family's 
grief  at  the  death  of  Diana, 
Princess  of  Wales. 


cortege  as  it  makes  the  jour- 
ney from  Kensington  Palace  to 
Westminster  Abbey.  Palace 
officials,  during  a unique  “on 


Stung  by  criticism  that  the  the  record"  press  conference, 
monarchy  had  appeared  aloof  said  that  a final  derisinn  will 
following  the  princess’s  be  made  tonight  or  tomorrow 
death,  Buckingham  Palace  morning, 
made  a series  of  announce-  Outside  Balmoral,  Prince 
ments  which  revealed  a fun-  Charles'  press  secretary, 
damentai  break  with  the  de-  Sandy  Henney,  denied  that 


fence  that  "protocol*’  dictated 
the  royal  family's  actions. 
Along  with  the'  address, 


yesterday’s  show  of  unity  and 
the  changes  of  decision  were 
anything  to  do  with  public 


Along  with  the  address,  anything  to  do  with  public 
which  will  be ' shown  early  opinion  which  appeared  to  be 
this  evening,  Buckingham  turning  against  -the  Queen. 
Palace  has  also  agreed  that  . “This  is  notfa  answer  to  critl- 
for  the  first  time  the  Unicoi  dsm,"”  "she  said.  “This  Is  ’a 
flag  will  be  flown  tomorrow  at  family  going  to  church  for 


"i. 


half  mast  from  the  palace: 

In  another  break  with  the 


prayer  in  view  of  what’s  hap- 
petted  It  was  something  that 


original  timetable,  an  tmprec-  seemed  appropriate.’1 


edented  special  service  was 
held  at  Grathla  Kirk  on  Royal 


In  another  surprising  move 
a number  of  tabloid  editors 


Deeside  last  night.  The  who  were  invited  to  the  fta- 
Queen,  the  Duke  of  Edln-  neral  by  the  palace  have  been 
burgh,  and  the  princes  told  they  are  not  welcome  by 
emerged  from  Balmoral  for  Diana's  brother, 
the  first  time  since  the  death  In  a number  of  personal 
of  the  princess.  They  joined  telephone  calls  to  the  editors. 
Prince  Charles  and  Peter  including  Piers  Morgan  at  the 
Phillips,  son  of  the  Princess  Mirror  and  Stuart  Higgins  at 
Royal,  after  the  Queen  the  Sun,  Bari  Spencer  asked 
requested  the  service  yester-  the  editors  not  to  attend 


day  morning. 


Earlier  In  the  day  the  first 


The  family  spent  several  signs  that  the  royal  family 
minutes  at  the  gates  of  Bal-  had  been  moved  by  concerns 
moral  looking  at  the  flowers  that  they  were  not  responding 
and  reading-  condolence  adequately  to  the  national 


cards.  Prince  Harry  gripped 
his  father’s  hand  as  he  closely 
read  many  of  the  tributes. 

The  palace  also  said  .the 
Queen,  accompanied  by  the 
Duke  of  Edinburgh,  the 


mood  of  grief  came  when 
Geoffrey  Crawford.,  the 
Queen’s  press  secretary, 
made  a public  statement 
. "The  royal  family  have 
been  hurt  by  suggestions  that 
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The  royal  fiunfly,  including  princes  William  and  Harry,  examining  floral  tributes  to  Diana  outside  Balmoral  last  night 


PHOTOGRAPH  DOUG  MOOT 


The  Day 

0 The  Queen  is  to  make  en 
unprecedented  broadens!  to 
tha  naiKin  ihw  ahamoon 
JoHowenp  cempbmt*  ttw  Royal 
Fanuty  appeared  aloof  (ram 
ttw  outpouring  of  grief 

0 A statement  Issued  through 
her  press  secretary  ndd  the 
Queen  whs  hurt  at 
suggestions  ah*  was 
jncSflarwu  to  the  country's 
eonw. 

In  a break  with  protocol.  Hi* 
Royal  Standard  wffl  be 
towered  at  Buckingham 
Palace  tomorrow  when  the 
Queen  leaves  for  the  funeral, 
to  be  replaced  by  a Union  (lag 
at  hatf-mast 

0 The  Quean,  Prince  Charles 
and  Princes  WBflam  and  Many 
tospecied  Ikwrera  Wd  at  9w 
gates  of  Balmoral  after 
attmdtag  dtuich. 

0 Primes  Andrew  and  Edward 
minted  with  mourners  in  The 
M— . ' 

0 Funeral  invtationa  to  erfiton 
of  rix  tabloid  newapapere 
war#  wAhdmm  at  theraquaat 

of  EwISpsnoer. 

0 A oredR  card  hotfna  w*h 

■ 10,000  Bnae  was  installed  to 
cope  w(Bi  donations  to  the 
atameMtond.il  was 
eattruated  mom  than  C100 

• mflort  had  been  raised. 

0 Elton  John  wM  sing  a apaoU 
wwrion  ot  Condto  In  toe  Wind, 
and  Tony  BWrwffl  reads 
lesson  at  the  funeral.  None  of 
the  Royal  Family  wd  take 

PMt 

0 27 JOOD  pofica  officers  will  be 
on  duly  anhe  hmenri  as 
concerns  ware  iwead  over 
extrema  congestion. 

0 Three  photographers  who 
were  eltha  scene  of  toe  crash 
gave  tfiamsatvea  to  poles 
in  Paris. 


Queen  Mother  "and  Princess  they  are  Indifferent  to  the 
Margaret,  will  fly  to  London  country's  sorrow  at  the  tragic 
early  this  afternoon  from  Bal-  death  of  the  Princeste  of 
moral  in  Scotland,  and  not  Wales,"  Mr  Crawford  said  in 
tomorrow  morning  as  first  a move  that  was  described  by 


planner^.  • • 

More  controversially  it  was 
also  revealed  that  no  member 


royal  commentators  as  highly 
unusuaL 

' “The  princess  was  a much 


of  the  royal  family  will  read  a loved  national  figure,  but  sha 
lesson  at  Saturday's  funeral,  was  also  a mother  whose  sons 
Diana’s  two  sisters,  Lady  miss  her  deeply.  Prince  WS1- 
Jane  Pell  owes  and  Lady  liamand  Prince  Harry  them- 
Sarah  McCorquodale,  wtU  selves  want  to  be  with  their 
both  read  poems  while  the  father  and  grandparents  at 


this  time  In  foe  quiet  haven  of 
Balmoral  As  their  grand- 
mother, the  Queen  is  helping 
foe  princes  to  come  to  terms 
with  their  loss  as  they  prepare 
themselves  for  public  or- 
deal of  mourning  their  mother 
wttb  the  nation  on  Saturday.” 

The  palace  said  that  the  de- 
cision to  make  foe  television 
address  was  not  connected  to 
d number  of  front  page  head- 
lines yesterday  which  accused 
the  Queen  of  sticking  too 
closely  to  protocol. 

As  weH  as  foe  feet  that  the 


Queen  had  not  spoken  since  a 
two-line  statement  was 
released  on  Sunday,  criticism 
also  focused  on  Buckingham 
Palace  where  foe  flagpole  has 
been  bare  afl  week. 

The  palace  bowed  to  foe 
pressure  yesterday,  saying 
when  foe  Queen  leaves  for  foe 
funeral  by  car  tomorrow . 
morning  foe  Royal  Standard  I 
will  be  lowered  at  the  palace 
and  the  Union  flag  flown  at 
halfmast  instead,  where  it 
will  nanaln  mrtfl  midnight. 

The  Duke  of  York  and 


Prince  Edward  also  made  a 
public  effort  yesterday  to 
show  that  the  monarchy  had 
heeded  criticism.  They  were  , 
foe  first  members  of  foe  fam- 
ily to  sign  the  book  erf  condo- 
lence at  St  James's  Palace  be- 
fore both  mingled  with  people 
queueing  outside. 

The  palace  said  that  foe 
books  would  be  dosed  at  6pm 
tonight  until  2pm  on  Satur- 
day, when  they  will  be  left 
available  for  signing  24  hours 
a day  for  a further  week. 

A Downing  Street  spokes- 


man said  the  idea  of  a broad- 
cast had  been  discussed  at  a 
daily  planning  meeting  yester- 
day hosted  by  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlain and  attended  by  three 
Downing  Street  representa- 
tives. He  added  that  the  new 
arrangements  were  a further 
sign  that  foe  royal  family  was 
responding  positively  and 
imaginatively  to  the  extraor- 
dinary outpouring  of  grief. 

Death  of  Mans,  pages  2-5; 
Leader  comment,  page  isq 
Simon  Hovoart,  page  1 3 


New  scandal  engulfs  Winnie  Mandela 
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Gunman  claims  she  promised  . 

20,000  rand  for  doctor’s  murder 


Dnfcf  Beresflordancf 

WaQyMbbaln: 

hi  Jolaaieibniffl  " • • 

THE  Winnie  Mandela 
acanrial  is  about  to  erupt 
again  with  new  allega- 
tions. that  she  ordered  the 
murder  of  “a  Soweto  doctor 
and  was  involved  in  a previ- 
ous killing  of  a teenager. 

. One . of  two  gunmen  con- 
victed cf  Dr  Abu-Baker  Asvafs 
murder  on.  January  27  1989 
now  rfgtmc  be  was  contracted 
to  do  it  by  Mrs  Mandela. 

At  a Durban  prison,  Nicho- 
las Plain  ini  said:  “Mrs  Man- 
dela promised  us  R2O.OO0 
(£2,600)  to  murder  Dr  Asvat. 
The  Guardian  has  obtained 


a copy  erf  an  affidavit  sworn  by 
a missing  witness  in  Mrs  Man- 
dda’s  1991  trial.  Kafiza  Cebek- 
hulu.  in  which  he  claims  that." 
on  foe  instructions  of. Mrs 
Mandela,  he  pobxted  ont-  As- 
vafs.  surgery  to  two  .men 

hours  before  the  murder. 

Mrs  Mandela  is  expected  to 
be  questioned  by  the  Truth 
and  Reconciliation  Commis- 
sion on  September  25. 

Stompie  SelpeV  aged  14, 
died!  after  he.  and  four  youfos 
were  kidnapped  from  a Meth- 
odist place  of  safety  in  Soweto 
by  members  of  foe  “Mandela 
Football  Club”  — a gang  of 
thugs  around  Mrs  Mandela. 

- At  the  subsequent  trial,  she 
claimed  the  minister  running 
the  home  had  sexually  abused 


I ? ; l * L 


the  boys  and  she  denied 
assault  and  kidnapping. 

Stompie  was.. badly  beaten 
at  Mrs  Mandela's  home,  on 
suspicion,  that  he  was  an  in- 
former. Asvat  is  believed  to 
have  been  called  fax  by  Mrs 
Mandela  to  examine  Stompie, 
whom'  he  found  to  be  dytog- 
alleged  to  have  tried  to 
persuade  him  to  back  up  her 
abusektmyl  He  refused. 

She  was  brought  to  trial  on 
charges  of  kidnapping  and  as- . 
saffit  to  1991.  Witnesses  who 
provided  an  alibi  have  since  ! 
retracted.  She  got  a sns- ! 
pended  sentence  for  kidnap. 

" .The  foofoaR  dub  leader, 
Jerry.  Richardson,  received 

life  for  Stompie ’s  murder. 

Mr  Cebekhuln  joined  mem- 
bers of  the  football  dub  in  as- 
saulting his  four  friends.  But 
he  failed  to  testify  and  it  tran- 
spired that  he  had  been  spir- 
ited out  of  Soufo.Africa  by-foe 


World  News 


ANC,  landing  up  in  prison  in 
Zambia.  He  was  taken  to  Brit- 
ain by  MP  Wmmai  Nicholson. 

In  a sworn  affidavit  taken  by 
a South  African  officer  in  Lon- 
don in  1995.  Mr  Cebekhuln 

riafmed  Mrs  Mandela  took 
part  in  foe  Stompie  assault 

“Dr  Asvat  came  and  said 
Stompie  could  die  at  any  time 
and  must  go  to  hospital  imme- 
diately. The  doctor  left  ... 
Late  that  night  and  after  the 
household  had  gone  to  bed,  I 
heard  steps,  looked  out  and 
saw  Mrs  Mandela  carrying 
something  in  her  hand  which 
she  lifted  high  and  plunged 
down  into  a body  that  I identi- 
fied as  being  Stompie.” 

He  said  foal  later  two  men 
came  to  foe  house.  “Mrs  Man- 
dela had  called  me  and  In- 
structed me  to  drive  with 
them  and  show  them  where 
Dr  Asvafs  surgery  was." 

His  account  ties  in  with 


that  given  by  Dlaminl  this 

week.  Although  he  could  not 

recall ' the  date.  Dlaminl  said 
that  he  and  Cyril  Mbatha  — 
convicted  wtfo  him  for  foe 
Asvat  murder  — were  intro- 
duced to  Mrs  Mandela  by  an 
Intermediary  known  as 
Shwala  Botha. 

He  said  they  wait  to  Mrs 
Mandela’s  house.  “Mrs  Man- 
dela came  and  greeted  us 
before  Botha  introduced  us. 
Botha  said  we  are  foe  people 

who  can  help  in  connection 

with  that  matter. 

“She  asked  how  much  would 
we  want  Cyril  said  R20.000. 
She  said  we  should  first  cany 
out  the  attack  and  will 
show  us  Asvafs  place." 

Dlaminl  said  he  had  dis- 
closed Mrs  Mandela's  alleged 
involvement  to  police  in  1989. 

Crisis  returns,  pages  lO  and 
111  itedtrcwiimiintglgt  12 
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Seven  die  in 
Israel  blast 

THE  US  Secretary  of  State. , 
Mhdeleine  Albright  last 
night  vowed  to  go  ahead  with 
her  trip  to  the  Middle  East  on 
Tuesday,  after  three  Hamas 
bombers  created  carnage  in  a 
packed  pedestrian  precinct  in 
Jerusalem,  killing  them- 
selves. four  others  and  leav- 
ing more  than  192  injured. 

Mrs  Albright  vowed  she 
would  not  give  in  to  terror 
but  it  is  clear  that  the  sub- 
stance of  her  visit  will  be  rad- 
ically altered  by  the  latest 
Hamas  bombing,  the  second 
on  the  city  In  five  weeks. 

A senior  official  of  Yasser 
Antfafs  Palestinian  Author- 
ity pledged  “frill  co-opera- 
tion” with  Israel.  But  Israeli 
Prime  Minister  Benjamin  Ne- 
tanyahu said  foe  peace  pro- 
cess could  not  go  on  unless 
Arafat  crushed  Hamas. 

Report,  pag«S 
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The  dearth  of  Diana 


‘And  itseemstomeyou  lived 

your  life  like  a candle  in  the  wind: 
never  fading  with  the  sunset 
when  the  rain  set  in’ 

Elton  Johnfe  Candle 
in  the  Wind 


Earl’s  tabloid 
ban  evidence 
of  rift  with 
the  palace 


Family  tensions:  Brother’s 
calls  to  editors  reveal  depth  of 
bitterness  and  breach  earlier 
compromise  on  abbey  guests 


Michael  White 
and  Kama!  Ahmed 


THE  EDITORS  of  tab- 
loid newspapers 
were  barred  from 
Princess  Diana's  fu- 
neral yesterday  by 
her  brother,  Earl  Spencer,  de- 
spite being  earlier  invited  by 
Buckingham  Palace. 

Earl  Spencer  revealed  the 
serious  rift  with  the  Palace 
over  funeral  arrangements  by 
telephoning  each  editor  indi- 
vidually to  say  they  were  not 
welcome. 

Earl  Spencer,  who  said  an 
Sunday  morning  that  the 
press  had  “a  direct  hand"  in 
his  riser's  death  after  bearing  j 
of  the  fatal  paparazzi  chase 
through  Paris,  took  the  palace 
and  Downing  Street  by  sur-  i 
prise  with  his  impromptu  ini- 
tiative which  broke  an  earlier 
compromise  on  media  atten- 
dance at  Westminster  Abbey. 

“Very  early  on  there  was  a 
concession  to  the  anger  over 
the  media's  role  when  the 
numbers  in  the  journalists 
section  was  cut,"  a source 
said.  “When  Charles  Spencer 
saw  individuals  on  the  news 
talking  about  their  invita- 
tions, he  hit  the  root" 

There  has  been  constant 
tension  during  the  week  be- 
tween the  Spencer  family, 
who  want  a funeral  that  is  as 
private  as  possible,  and  the 
palace  and  the  Government 
who  are  aware  of  the  need  for 
a public  memorial. 

Yesterday  It  was  revealed 
that  no  members  of  the  Wind- 
sor family  would  be  making  a 
reading  during  tbe  funeral. 
Eari  Spencer  and  Diana's  two 
sisters  will  be,  along  with 
Tony  Blair. 

Tabloid  editors,  such  as 
Stuart  Higgins  at  the  Sun. 
Phil  Hall  at  the  News  of  the 


Earl  Spencer . . . told  tabloid 
editors  *you  are  unwelcome' 

World  and  Paul  DSore  at  the 
Daily  Mail,  win  noffbe  in  the 
1,900-strong  congregation. 

The  Express,  Daily  Star  and 
the  three  Mirror  titles  — in- 
cluding The  People'—  have 
also  been  asked  to  stay  away. 
The  Sunday  Mirror  originally 
bought  paparazzi  pictures 
showing  Diana  and  Dodi  A1 
Fayed  in  an  embrace  whilst 
holidaying  in  St  Tropes. 

Editors  of  broadsheets  and 
regional  newspapers  will  at- 
tend along  with  working 
reporters  actually  covering 
the  event 

Personal  invitations  to 
such  senior  media  friends  of 
the  royals  as  Lord  BID.  Deedes 
and  Sir  David  English,  editor 
in  chief  of  the  Mail  group, 
have  not  been  withdrawn. 

An  Express  Newspapers 
spokesman,  owners  of  the  Ex- 
press and  the  Daily  Star  .con- 
firmed: "Lord  Spencer  did  ac- 
tually call  both  editors  and 
rather  than  saying  Ton  are 
not  invited*,  he  expressed  his 
wish  that  they  did  not  attend. 
They  are  now  both  not  going.” 


Faced  with  renewed  de- 
mands for  privacy  legislation 
most  tabloid  editors  have 
been  lying  low  this  week, 
though  their  papers  have 
been  keen  to  deflect  public 
anger  towards  the  dead  driver 
of  Diana's  car  and  towards 
the  royal  family's 
shortcomings. 

Mr  Dacre,  editor  of  the 
Daily  Mail,  whose  royal  cor- 
respondent, Richard  Kay,  was 
a dose  ally  of  Princess  Diana, 
let  It  be  known  he  had  already 
decided  to  watch  tbe  funeral 
at  home  with  his  family. 

The  Mirror's  editor,  Piers  , 
Morgan,  whose  private  office  I 
also  received  a direct  call 
from  the  eari,  rapidly  acceded  j 
to  the  request  which  their 
spokesman  called  “perfectly 
reasonable". 

Mr  Wigging  at  the  Sun, 
thought  to  be  closer  to  Ca- 
milla Parker  Bowles’s  camp, 
said  he  was  “surprised  and 
honoured"  to  have  been 
asked. 

He  appears  to  have  wavered 
before  deciding  he  too  would 
stay  away,  as  are  his  rivals 
and  News  of  the  World  col- 
league, Phil  HalL 

Buckingham  Palace  last 
night  confirmed  that  it  had 
issued  the  invitations  in  con- 
sultation with  all  those  con- 
cerned, including  the  Frin- 
| cess's  charities. 

But  it  referred  callers  to  the 
earl’s  ALthorp  estate  for  infbr- 
j mation  about  toe  change  of 
heart 

A statement  issued  last 
night  said:  "Lord  Spencer  has 
personally  asked  the  tahloid 
editors  not  to  come,  because 
he  and  his  sisters,  particu- 
larly Diana,  would  not  have 
wished  them  to  be  there.  They 
have  kindly  agreed  to  toe 
request,  although  broadsheet 
and  regional  papers  are 
welcome.” 

The  decision  to  ban  the  edi- 
tors is  the  latest  in  a long  line 
of  conflicts  between  the  Spen- 
cer family  and  toe  Windsors, 
whom  Diana  referred  to  dis- 
miss ively  as  "the 
Establishment". 

In  1992  Andrew  Morton's 
book  on  Diana  revealed  that 
the  Princess  felt  she  bad  been 


shunned  by  the  Palace.  It 
revealed  that  she  had  at- 
tempted suicide,  such  was  her 
distress  at  Prince  Charles’s 
aloof  attitude  and  refusal  to 
give  up  a relationship  with 
Camilla  Parker  Bowles. 

The  Jonathan  Dlmbleby  bi- 
ography of  Prince  Charles  in 
1994  presented  the  monar- 
chy’s view  of  Diana. 

Written  with  the  Sail  coop- 
eration of  the  prince,  it  de- 
scribe Diana  as  unstable  and 
self-obsessed. 

In  a BBC  interview  at  the 
same  time  Prince  Charles  ad- 
mitted that  he  had  been  un- 
faithful only  after  toe  mar- 


Elton John  to  sing  at  funeral  service 


Tribute:  Hit 

rewritten  to 
hail  ‘nation’s 
golden  child’ 


Luke  Harding 

ELTON  John  is  to  sing  a 
revised  version  of  his 
hit  Candle  In  The 
Wind  at  Diana’s  funeral 
service,  which  will  describe 
the  Princess  of  Wales  as 
“England’s  rose”  and  “our 
nation’s  golden  child”. 

The  singer’s  inclusion  — 
apparently  at  the  invitation 
of  the  dean  of  Westminister 
Abbey  — is  a symbolic  con- 
cession by  tbe  palace  to  in- 
tense public  pressure  for  a 
ceremony  with  a popular 
theme,  and  for  Elton  John 
in  particular.  Diana  had i 
grown  close  to  the  singer 


4sr 
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Diana  and  Elton  John  grieve  together  at  Versace’s  funeral 


titrongh  a shared  Interest 
in  Aids  charities  and  fash- 
ion. They  consoled  w»nTi 
other  at  the  ftmeral  service 
of  Gianni  Versace  In  July. 

According  to  his  agent 
John  Reid,  Elton  John  and 
lyricist  Bemie  Taupln 


worked  round  the  clock  to 
revamp  the  words  of  their 
1974  hit.  The  sang  — which 
reached  number  5 when  It 
was  re-released  in  1988  — 
was  originally  a tribute  to 
Marilyn  Monroe. 

Many  of  the  original  lyr- 


ics would  have  been  too 
controversial,  although  the 
words  “Even  when  you 
dled/Oh  the  press  still 
hounded  you”  now  seem 
uncannily  prescient 

Since  the  princess’s  death 
It  has  been  one  of  the  most 
requested  songs  on  radio. 
Music  Control,  which  moni- 
tors airplay  on  76  radio 
stations  across  the  country, 
it  did  not  feature  in  the  top 
999  before  the  start  of  the 
week,  but  yesterday  was  at 
number  40. 

Elton,  aged  60.  flew  to  the 
United  States  on  Wednes- 
day not  knowing  whether 
he  would  be  asked  to  sing  at 
the  funeral,  but  rang  Taxi- 
pin  as  soon  as  he  was  ap- 
proached. “He  needed  to 
talk  to  Bemie  to  find  out 
whether  it  would  actually 
work,”  Mr  Reid  said  yester- 
day. “They  thought  the  best 
thing  was  to  taifg  the  mel- 
ody and  write  a completely 
new  lyric.” 


The  restyled  Candle  in  the  Wind 


Goodbye  England's  rose ; 
may  you  ever  grow  in  our  hearts. 
You  were  the  grace  that  placed  itself 
where  lives  were  torn  apart. 

You  called  out  to  our  country, 
and  you  whispered  to  those  in  pain. 
Now  you  belong  to  heaven, 
and  the  stars  spell  out  your  name. 


And  it  seems  to  me  you  lived  your  life 
like  a candle  in  the  wind: 
never  fading  with  the  sunset 
when  the  rain  set  in. 

And  your  footsteps  will  always  fall  here, 
along  England's  greenest  hills; 
your  candle's  burned  out  long  before 
your  legend  ever  will. 


Loveliness  we’ve  lost; 

these  empty  days  without  your  smile. 

This  torch  we’ll  always  carry 
for  our  nation's  golden  child. 

And  even  though  we  try, 

the  truth  brings  us  to  tears; 

all  our  words  cannot  express 

the  joy  you  brought  us  through  the  years. 

Goodbye  England’s  rose, 
from  a country  lost  without  your  soul , 
who  II  miss  the  wings  of  your  compassion 
more  than  you'll  ever  know. 
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riage  had  broken,  down.  In 
November  1995  Diana’s  inter- 
view with  the  Panorama  pro- 
gramme reopened  the  rift 
She  kept  details  of  the  inter- 
view secret  from  Palace  offi- 
cials and  tiie  Queen  was  un- 
aware that  the  programme 
had  been  made  an  hour 
before  the  BBC  announced 
that  it  was  to  be  transmitted. 

In  it  Diana  said  that  she 
wanted  to  be  "queen  of 
hearts’’  and  suggested  that 
Charles  might  not  want  to  be 
king.  Nicholas  Soames,  a 
close  friend  of  toe  Prince,  said 
that  Diana  "seemed  on  the 
edge  of  paranoia’’. 


Weekend  of 
services  and 
candle-lit 
church  vigils 


Madeleine  Bunting 
Religious  Affairs  BdRor 


Hundreds  of  churches 
across  denominations  are 
beginning  a weekend  of 
remembrance  services  today. 

Services  are  planned  for  all 
England's  cathedrals. 

Cardinal  Basil  trump,  the 
leader  of  England  end  Wales’s 
3 million  Catholics,  will  lead 
a requiem  mass  at  Westmin- 
ster Cathedral  at  5JJ0  this 
evening,  to  be  attended  by 
Princess  Diana’s  mother, 
Frances  Shand  Kydd. 

There  is  to  be  a candle-lit 
aH-night  vigil  at  Salisbury 
Cathedral  beginning , at 
7.30pm  and  ending  with  holy 
communion  at  7.30am. 

At  Bristol  Cathedral  there 
is  a service  of  commemora- 
tion at  LlOpm,  and  a book  of 
condolence  in  the  Newton 
Chapel.  Chelmsford  Cathe- 
dral is  hosting  a vigil  from  6 
to  9pm  with  a book  of  condo- 

fences  and  candles. 

Wells  Cathedral  will  be 
open  for  prayer  this  evening 
until  Span  and  at  Lincoln 
Cathedral  there  is  a service 
at  6.30pm  followed  by  a 
candle-lit  vjgfl.  At  Norwich 
Cathedral  there  will  be  a 
viga  from  7.30  to  830pm,  and 
at  Rochester  Cathedral,  a 
special  service  will  be  broad- 
cast live  on  BBC  Radio  Kent 
at  6pm. 

Truro  Cathedral  is  hold- 
ing a service  at  6pm  and 
Worcester  Cathedral  one  at 
8pm. 

In  London,  St  James.  Pic- 
cadilly is  holding  a vigil  from 
$pm  until  midnight  and  there 
is  a service  at  StMary  Ab- 
bots Church  (the  nearest  to 
Kensington  Palace)  at  6pm.  At 
Southwark  Cathedral  there 
will  be  a vigfl  from  8 to  8pm. 

Details  of  Saturday  servtoes 
win  be  published  tomorrow. 


The  Queen  responded  by 
writing  to  both  the  Prince  and 
the  Princess  saying  that  she 
thought  a divorce  was  advis- 
able. The  fact  that  the  letters 
had  been  written  was  leaked 
and  an  acrimonious  argu- 
ment about  the  divorce, 
which  Diana  said  that  she 
never  wanted  ensued. 

The  Spencer  family  have 
made  it  dear  they  never  for- 
gave Buckingham  Palace  for, 
as  they  see  It,  leaving  Diana 
with  tittle  advice  about  how- 
to  fulfil  her  role. 

Such  lack  ctf  understanding 
has  been  linked  indirectly  to 
berdeath. 


lead  roles 


Funeral:  Late 
decision 
on  princes’ 
part  in  cortege 


Stuart  BUItar 

TONY  Blair  Win  be  the 
only  establishment  fig- 
ure with  a formal  role 
in  Princess  Diana's  fu- 
neral service,  Buckingham 
Palace  announced  yesterday 
as  it  released  full  details  of 
the  arrangements  bom  out  of 
a week  of  difficult  negotia- 
tions to  design  & “unique  trib- 
ute for  a unique  person." 

The  Prime  Minister  will 
read  a lesson,  from  Corinthi- 
ans at  the  service,  while  Di- 
ana's sisters.  Lady  Sarah 
McCorquodale  and  lady  Jane 
Fetiowee,  will  read  poems. 
Earl  Spencer,  the  Princess’s 
brother,  will  deliver  a per- 
sonal tribute  to  his  sister- 
After  a week  of  speculation 
it  was  also  confirmed  that  El- 
ton John  will  sing  his  hit 
song.  Candle  in  the  Wind, 
with  lyrics  specially  rewrit- 
ten for  the  occasion. 

Those  involved  in  toe  prep- 
arations made  clear  yester- 
day the  challenges  which  had 
been  faced  in  putting  together 
a service  which  met  the  con- 
flicting aspirations  of  the 
Spencers  and  the  royal  fam- 
ily, reflected  the  personality 
and  interests  of  the  Princess,  | 
and  satisfied  the  public  de- 
mand for  a day  of  mourning 
on  an  unprecedented  scale. 

“It  is  not  Just  a balancing 
act,  it’s  actually  very  care- 
fully knitted  together  to 
reflect  the  many  facets  of 
Princes  Diana,"  Very  Rev  ( 
Wesley  Carr,  toe  dean  of 
Westminster  Abbey,  who  win 
be  conducting  much  of  the  I 
service,  told  reporters. 

Many  details,  including  the  ! 
final  guest  list,  are  yet  to  be 
confirmed.  A decision  on 
whether  any  of  toe- royal  fam- 
ily, in  particular  the  Prince  of 
Wales  and  the  two  young 
princes,  will  walk  behind  the 
cortege  will  not  be  taken  until 
Saturday  morning. 

Last  night  Sir  Paul  Con- 
don, commissioner  of  the  Met- 
ropolitan Police,  which  Is  pro- 
riding  toe  . close  escort  for 
Diana's  coffin  all  toe  way  to 


its  burial  place  In  Northamp- 
tonshire as  well  as  policing 
the  ftmeral  route  through 
central  London,  warned  that 
the  city  is  to  witness  perhaps 
the  biggest  event  in  recent  de- 
cades. Most  of  his  27,000  offi- 
cers will  be  on  duty  and  are 
prepared  to  handle  a crowd  of 
up  to  6 m illion. 

The  day’s  events  will  begin 
shortly  after  9am  when  the 
Princess's  coffin  Is  loaded 
onto  the  gun  carriage  and 
taken  unaccompanied 
through  west  London,  the  ab- 
bey’s tenor  bell  tolling  every 
minute  of  its  Journey.  When 
the  cortege  reaches  toe  Mall, 
it  will  be  Joined  by  533  repre- 
sentatives of  more  than  100 
charities  the  Princess  was  in- 
volved with,  before  continu- 
ing to  toe  abbey. 

The  1,700  guests  will  take 
their  seats  by  9.30.  Among 
those  inside  will  be  Mohamed 
A1  Fayed  and  his  wife.  Lu- 
ciano Pavarotti,  who  initially 
said  he  was  too  upset  to  travel 
to  London  for  the  ftmeral.  an- 
nounced last  night  that  he 
would  attend.  Cardinal  Basil 
Hume,  primate  of  the  Catho- 
lic Church  win  be  among  rep- 
resentatives of  other  Chris- 
tian churches  and  the  Muslim 
faith  invited  to  attend.  The 
service's  first  hymn,  I Vow  to 
Thee  My  Country,  was  de- 
scribed yesterday  as  the 
Princess’s  fevourite. 

The  BBC  singers  and  soloist 
1 Lynne  Dawson,  who  is  flying 
from  Berlin  for  the  occasion, 
will  sing  the  final  verses  of 
Verdi's  Requiem. 

Before  Elton  John  sings, 
the  Prime  Minister  -will  mid 
from  l Corinthians  13,  which 
Includes  the  lines:  “For  now 
we  see  through  a glass, 
darkly;  but  then  face  to  face: 
now  1 know  in  part;  but  then 
shall  I know  even  as  also  I am 
known.  And  now  abideth 
faith,  hopejove  these  three; 
but  the  greatest  of  these  is 
love." 

As  the  coffin  is  carried  out 
of  the  church  at  around  11.45, 
the  nation  will  held  a one- 
minute  silence,  the  end  of 
which  will  be  signalled  by 
ringing  of  half-muffled  bells. 

Tbe  coffin  will  then  be 
taken  by  hearse,  under  police 
escort  to  Althorp,  for  tbe 
finally’  private  buriaL  The 
Spencers  will  travel  there  by 
special  train,  while  the  Queen 
returns  briefly  to  Bucking- 
ham Palace  before  returning 
to  Balmoral. 


“ POWERFUL  MOVING  AND  FUNNY 


“A  comedy  that’s  both  delicious  and  delicate 


Alexander  Whiter,  EVENING  STANDARD 


“Judi  Dench  is  already  backed  to  win 
an  Oscar.  See  it” 


“Gem  of  a movie 

Bnrjr  Noonan,  FILM  "97 

“Magnificent” 

THE  SUNDAY  TIMES  - 

I 


Judi  Dench 

MrK 


Billy  Connolly 
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“We  have  broken  with 
convention  forthis  unique  day  for 
this  unique  person.’ 

Lt  Col  Malcolm  Ross, 
comptroller  of  the  Lord 
Chamberlain’s  office 


YOUB  PEOHI  ME  SUFffBH! 


SPEJUt  TO  US  MA’AM 


SHOW  US 

YOU  CARE 


Monrora  can  for  too 


TOUCHED  BY  DIANA  •raMa.RY  peopis  teh  men  sthhes:  face  2? 


Diana  died  The  funeral  Will  the  Has  the  House 
wearing  route  has  boys  follow  of  Windsor 
wdi|s  ring  been  doubled  the  coffin?  got  a heart? 


LET  THE 
FLAG 
FLY  AT 
HALF 
MAST 


Yesterday’s  front  pages  made  unhappy  readme  for  the  royal  fiunfly,  0I1M1  after  a weak  ^gfaiRiwgprntaeni  and  TmitWmi  rw>u«>H  w had  mkjmigaH  the  mood  of  the  nation 

How  the  Queen  changed  her  mind 


Royal  broadcast:  Fears  of 
mood  turning  against  the 
monarchy  finally  caused 
tradition  to  be  cast  aside 


Kamal  Ahmad 


THE  DAY  started 
overcast  and  add  at 
Balmoral  Castle,  the 
silence,  as  ever, 
complete.  It  ended 
with  a public  walkabout  to 
see  the  flowers  outside  the 
gates.  Hie  Duke  at  York  gave 
an  "impromptu”  walkabout 
along,  the  MiaH,-  Prince  Ed- 
ward arrived to  sign  the  book 
of  condolence,  the  flrst-Wtod- 
sor  to  do  so.  Tbe  royal  family 
have  gone  into  overdrive. 

The  thaw  began  at  break- 
fast time.  The  Queen,  who  al- 
ways glances  through  the 
front  pages  of  the  news- 


papers, was  presented  with 
unhappy  reading:  The  Sum 
Where  Is  Our  Queen?  Where 
Is  Her  Flag?  The  Mirror  The 
People  Are  Suffering,  Speak 
To  Us  Ma'am.  The  Express: 
Show  Us  You  Care.  The  Daily 
Malt  Why  Can’t  The  Royal 
Family  Show  Their  Grief? 
Opinion  was  slipping  away 
from  the  House  of  Windsor. 

By  -mid-afternoon,  under 
the  stained  glass  dome-'of  .the 
Central  Conlbfence1  Centre  of 
Church  House- in  London, 
something-  remarkable  hap- 
pened. Senior  officials  from 
Buckingham  Palace  were 
brought  blinking  into  the 
light  to  answer  questions. 

In  the  middle  of  the  row  of 


four  men  and  one  woman  was 
Geoffrey  Crawford,  the 
Queen’s  press  secretary.  To 
his  left,  in  similar  Waeir  tie 
and  dark  suit,  sat  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Malcolm  Ross,  the 
comptroller  of  the  Lord 
Chamberlain's  Office.  Next  to 
them  were  Penny  RnsseH- 
Smith,  the  deputy  press  secre- 
tary, Dickie  Arbiter,  director 
of  media  affairs,  and  the  Very 
Reverend  Wesley  Carr,  dean 
of  Westminster  Abbey. 

"Perhaps  if  I cotdd  just 
preface  the  following  with 
this,”  said  Ross  to  the  rows  of 
journalists.  “In  putting 
together  this  fkmeral  plan  we 
have  not  followed  precedent 
We  have  broken  with  conven- 
tion for  this  unique  day  for 
this  unique  person.  We  have 
followed  primarily  the  wisfies 
of  the  Spencer  family.  **  . 

So  finally,  the  admission. 
AJEter  a week  defending  ded- 
sions  not  to  fly  flags  at  half- 
mast  and  to  leave  flagpoles 
naked.  After  a week  defend- 
ing protocol  and  tradition. 


After  a week  of  silence,  when 
all  Britain  knew  about  how 
the  Windors  felt  was  a two- 
line  statement  on  Sunday,  the 
royal  family  had  finally  real- 
ised that  it  had  misjudged  the 
mood  of  the  nation.  It  was 
now  time  for  some  desperate 
catch-up.  . . 

The  decisions  spewed  forth. 
The- Queen  would  give  an 
address  to  the  nation  on  tele- 
vision. The  Union  flag  would 
fly  at  half-mast  over  Bucking- 
ham Palace  tomorrow.  The 
Queen  would  travel  down  to 
London  today  rather  than 
tomorrow.  Elton  John  would 
sing  at  Westminster  Abbey. 

Yesterday  morning  the 
Queen  discussed  the  news- 
paper front  pages  with  the 
Princ?  .of  Wales,  who  has 
been  pushing  all  w£ek  for  a 
dearer  message  from -the 
royal  family.  On  Wednesday 
his  press  secretary  Sandy 
Henney  had  been  asked  to  do 
something  unique,  the  first  of 
many  unprecedented  actions 
which  would  emanate  from 


Balmoral  and  Buckingham 
Palace  over  the  succeeding  24 
hours.  In  front  at  the  cameras 
at  St  James’s  Palace  she  read 
a statement  about  how  much 
the  family  were  suffering. 

That  evening  Henney  flew 
from  London  to  Aberdeen  to 

creased  openness,  agreed  the 
statement  was  necessary. 
Lamport,  rather  more  cau- 
tious, had  acted,  as  always,  on 
the  prince's  instruction. 

In  his  talk  with  the  Queen 
Charles  suggested  again  some- 
thing needed  to  change  a 

Janvrin,  Lamport  and  Hen- 
ney then  contacted  Geoffrey 
Crawford,  the  Queen’s  press 
secretary,  in  London  and 
drafted  a statement  that  the 
royals  had  been  “hurt  by  sug- 
gestions they  are  indifferent 
to  the  country's  sorrow". 

“The  Royal  Family  have  been  hurt  by  suggestions  that  they  are  imfifferent 
to  the  country’s  sorrow  at  the  tragic  death  of  the  Princess  of  Wales.  The 
princess  was  a much-loved  national  Inline,  but  she  was  also  a mother 
whose  sons  miss  her  deeply.  Prince  WUam  and  Prince  Harry  themselves 
want  to  be  with  their  father  and  grandparents  at  this  time  in  the  quiet 
haven  of  Balmoral-  As  their  gramhnother,  the  Queen  is  helping  the 
princes  to  come  to  terms  with  their  loss*  as  they  prepare  themselves  for 
dm  pubfic  ordeal  of  mourning  their  mother  with  the  nation  on  Saturday.” 
-announcement  by  the  Queen’spress  secretary  yesterday 

discuss  with  Robin  Janvrin. 
foe  Queen’s  deputy  private 
secretary,  and  Stephen  Lam- 
port, the  prince’s  private  sec- 
retary, how  the  statement  had 
been  received.  Janvrin,  al- 
ways a quiet  supporter  of  in- 

weds  of  mourning  was  in  dan- 
ger of  turning  into  an  attack 
on  the  monarchy,  in  death  Di- 
ana appeared  to  he  revealing 
the  aloofhess  she  had  always 
complained  of  to  life.  The 
Queen,  finally,  was  convinced. 

Buckingham  Palace 

sources  say  the  decisions 
revealed  yesterday  had  been 
discussed  all  week.  Certainly 
Prince  Charles  was  keen  to 
show  the  royal  family  had  a 
heart 

But  the  coincidence  with 
the  attack  by  the  tabloid 
newspapers  is  too  strong  to 
ignore.  The  Queen  was  origi- 
nally unsure  and,  unlike 
Charles,  Lakes  unkindly  to 
being  “advised"  what  to  do. 
In  times  of  mourning  tradi- 
tion is  the  family's  bolt  hole, 
whatever  the  public  thinks. 

The  lessons  are  to  history. 
After  the  1966  Aberfen  disas- 
ter she  was  criticised,  even  in 
those  more  deferential  times, 
for  taking  six  days  to  decide 
to  visit  the  scene.  More 
recently  at  Dunblane  she  mis- 
judged the  mood  when,  the 
day  after  the  massacre,  she 
gave  an  address  to  the  Royal 
Armouries  to  Leeds.  When 
she  visited  the  Scottish  town 
the  words  she  gave  were  from 
a set  speech  written  on  a 
piece  of  paper. 

Now  the  royal  family  has 
been  left  sprinting  to  catch  up 
with  public  opinion.  Too  late, 
some  suggest,  public  opinion 
might  already  have  left  them 
far  behind. 
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up  by  its  own  rules 


Protocol: 

System  set  up 
to  avoid  upset 
backfired 


Richard  Norton-Taylor  - 

PROTOC  OL,  a set  of 
formal  rifles  and  pro- 
cedures . designed  to 
avoid  controversy, 
has  been  its  cause  this  week. 
“Its  main  purpose  is  basically 
to  take  a long  view  and  avoid 
upsetting  and  embarrassing 
people,"  said  Ben  Pimlott,  the 
Queen’s  biographer,  yester- 
day. HOwever.  this  week,  by 
sticking  to  protocol,  the 
Queen  upset  many  people. 

Defined  in  dictionaries  as 
“rules  of  behaviour  for  formal 
occasions’’,-  protocol  has  its 
roots  In  tradition.  Perhaps 
the  "best  example  is  the  state 
opening  of  Parliament,  com- 
plete with  a procession  of  dig- 
nitaries with,  for  most  people, 
incomprehensible  titles,1  such 
as  Black  Rod.  . ■ 

Protocol  dictates  what  kin* 
of  tiara  women  should  wear 
at  different  formal  events, 
when  men  should  wear  uni- 
forms,  or  wear  foafr  decora^ 
tfans  on  dinner  jaikets,  or 
even  lounge  suits. 

• It:  dictates  seating  arrange- 
ments, who  dances  with 
whom,  and  when.  . 

. But  the  roles  of  protocol  do 
not  always  have  their  origins 
deep  in  history,  as  historians,' 
including  Sir  Roy  Strong, 
pointed  out  yesterday.  Tne 
royal  family  can' make  them 
up  when  it  wants.  . . 

Many  of  the  rules  of  proto- 
col  were  set  down  In  the  mat 
forarie  of  this  century,  after 
Queen  Victoria's  death.  It  was 
a time,  geographically  and 
militarily,  of  the  height  « 
Empire.  . , - 

Gun  carriages,  for  example, 
have  been  used  for  state  ru- 
naralc,  liwlujlng  that  Of  W1H- 
ston  Ghurdhfll.  But  a gun 

rage  of  the  type  that  wp 
carry  Princess  Diana's  coffin 
was  first  Used  for  fhe  state  to- ; 

neralof  Edward. VC,  87  years 

ago.  -BiKiktoghimi-Palace  ex- 
plained only  that  Diana  mer- 
its a gun  carriage  .as  “tbe 
wipnier  of  a future  king". 
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Preparations  for,  Iheftmeral  underway  yesterday  at 
Westminster  Abbey  photograph:  marwi  oooww 


Buckingham  Palace  was 
quiCk  to  insist  this  wedk  foal 
it  would  he  a unique  funeral 

fora  uniqtm-persom  After  afl. 
Princess  Diana  was  riot  ‘a 
member  of  the  royal  family. 

. At:  a stroke  it  aflow^roomr 
forfleilbfljcty  in  the  guest  nst. 
the  Order  ‘of  Service,-  and  the 
ftmeral  procession.' 


Yef  the  whole,  point  about 
protocol  Is  that  it  lays  down 
fixed  rules  in  advance  which 
are  then  rigidly  adhered  to;  as' 
its  defenders  put  tt.  to  avoid 
iognftr or  Jack  of  respect.  Tb£ 
rtoes/af  Course,  ace  also:  de- 
signed-: to  buttress  foe  estab- 

Hshedorder.  ...  ■ 

Royal  protocol  is  monitored 


by  the  Lord  Chamberlain, 
currently  foe  Earl  of  Airlie, 
with  foe  help  of  his  deputy. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Malcolm 
Ross,  Comptroller  of  Lord 
Airlie’s  office  in  Buckingham 
Palace. 

Its  rules  are  implemented 
by  courtiers,  many  of  them 
serving  or  former  armed 
forces  officers  or  diplomats, 
professionally  trained  to  stick 
rigidly  to  foe  rule-book,  how- 
ever inflexible  and  out-of- 
date. 

Protocol  comes  to  tablets  of 
stone,  for  every  — fbrseen  — 
occasion.  The  rules  are  by 
definition  imposed,  normally 
from  on  high.  This  week  the 

rwyal  family  and  Rnrilrtngham 

Palace  were  faced  with  un- 
precedented pressure  from 
below. 

Mr  Pimlott  provides  in  his 
biography  a Clue  which  may 
shed  light  an  the  Queen’s 
reactions  this  week. 

He  describes  a past  courtier 
as  saying  about  her:  “Some- 
times it  was  difficult  to  per- 
suade  ber  to  do  somet  h ing 
outside  foe  normal  ran  of 
things.” 

Others  told  foe  royal  biog- 
rapher that  slip  hatdrt  foe 
unexpected. 


“There  was  a constant  dan- 
ger of  dinging  to  habits  pres- 
ent-day citizens  could  no 
longer  relate  to,"  Mr  Pimlott 
wrote,  with  a suggestion  that 
the  Queen  is  more  conserva- 
tive than  some  of  her 
advisers. 

The  advantage  of  protocol, 
Mr  Pimlott  says,  is  that  you 
can  tell  everyone:  “This  is  the 
way  we  always  do  it”. 

He  questioned  whether  it 
was  wise  of  the  Queen  to  res- 
pond to  public  pressure  in  foe 
way  site  has  done. 

Will  she  give  a broadcast 
next  time  when  a popular 
public-  figure,  but  a less  dra- 
matic one  that  Princess  Di- 
ana, dies,  Mr  Pimlott  asked? 
As  new  precedents  are  set, 
more  and  more  comparisons 
wffl  be  made  in  the  foture. 

“It  win  become  inflation- 
ary," he  wanaed. 

It  is  appropriate,  in  the 
view  of  many,  that  protocol,  a 
synonym  for  formality,  has 
been  brushed  aside  for  some- 
one for  Whom  formality  was 
anathema 


That,  it  was  pointed  out,  is 
one  suitable  feature  of  Di- 
ana’s legacy. 


BT’s  ISDN  lines 
can  send  a 
document  direct  to 
another  computer, 
so  you  don’t 
have  to  waste 
time  printing 
it  out. 

Why  not  change 
ike  wav  we  work? 


t 


BT  ISDN  is  a digital  phone  line,  for  £80  off  connection 

Freefone  0800  800  800 


OFTERENDS  12.10.87  ON  UNES  INSTALLED  BY  8.n  87. 


The  death  of  Diana 


The  CwaroBan  Friday  September  5 1997 

i am  not  a doctor 

My  job  is  to  take  pictures.  But  it 
wasso  tragic.  Then  I said  stop. 

Anonymous  paparazzo 

on  German  TV 


Agencies  sold 

crash  pictures 


Paparazzi:  Three  more  held 
as  French  police  try  to  find 
out  what  happened  in  minutes 
immediately  after  accident 


Jon  Henley  and 
Alex  Duval  Smith 
in  Paris 


THREE  more  photo- 
graphers were  de- 
tained by  French 
police  yesterday  as 
claims  emerged  that 
Plana.  Princess  of  Wales,  was 
conscious  and  talking 
moments  alter  the  crash. 

“She  was  conscious;  she 
talked  to  the  first  photogra- 
phers who  got  there.’’  said 
Laurent  Sola,  owner  of  LS 
Presse  picture  agency,  which 
provisionally  sold  five  shots 
of  Diana  to  world  media  — In- 
cluding a British  publication 
— shortly  after  the  accident. 

“They  were  pictures  taken 
from  five  or  six  metres  away. 
They  were  of  Diana,  of  her 
face  — you  could  recognise 
her  clearly.  She  looked  really 
pretty  on  those  pictures.” 

Mr  Sola,  who  was  not  at  the 
scene,  declined  to  say 
whether  the  three  photogra- 
phers who  gave  themselves 
up  to  police  yesterday  were 
among  those  from  whom  he 
accepted  photographs. 

“I  was  called  very  early  on 
Sunday  morning  by  between 
one  and  three  photogra- 
phers," he  said.  “They  and 
the  others  had  got  to  the  tun- 
nel three  or  four  minutes 


after  the  crash.  In  all  I had  30 
or  40  pictures.  They  were  of 
Diana,  of  Dodi  lying  in  the 
road,  of  the  car  and  of  the 
first  aid  workers.” 

Mr  Sola  said  he  was  called 
by  “dozens  and  dozens”  of 
publications  about  the  pic- 
tures, and  made  several  tele- 
phone sales  at  around 
£160,000  for  the  package.  One 
British  publication  offered 
£100,000,  he  said. 

“I  put  them  out  because  I 
and  the  others  were  doing  my 
job,”  he  said.  "I  had  abso- 
lutely no  idea  that  the  prin- 
cess would  die.  As  soon  as  I 
heard  the  princess  was  dead, 
at  about  5.30am,  I pulled  the 
pictures  and  cancelled  an  the 
deals.” 

On  Tuesday,  six  photogra- 
phers and  a motorcyclist 
were  released  but  remained 
under  formal  investigation  in 
a manslaughter  inquiry  con- 
nected with  the  crash  which 
killed  Diana,  Dodi  Fayed  and 
their  driver. 

The  detentions  yesterday  of 
three  more  unnamed  photog- 
raphers came  as  police  wid- 
ened their  search  for  crash 
photographs. 

They  are  believed  to  be 
! looking  for  evidence  of  what 
the  photographers  were  doing 
, in  the  minutes  between  the 
crash  and  the  arrival  of  police 
and  ambulance  workers. 


One  photographer,  who  is 
in  hiding  and  refused  to  he 
identified,  told  German  televi- 
sion that  he  took  pictures  of 
Diana  in  the  wrecked  Mer- 
cedes after  he  had  pursued 
her  on  a motorbike.  He  said 
he  was  shocked  but  doing  his 
job. 

The  photographer  said  the 
Mercedes  S-280  carrying  the 
couple  from  the  Ritz  Hotel 
drove  through  a red  light  and 
was  travelling  at  high  speed 
200  to  275  metres  ahead  of  a 
pack  of  pursuing  photogra- 
phers when  It  crashed. 

“It  was  true  that  Diana  was 
still  alive,”  he  said.  “She  was 
moving  about  Okay,  we  took 
a few  pictures  . . . without 
thinking.  But  what  should  I 
do?  I am  not  a doctor  or  a fire- 
man. My  job  is  to  take  pic- 
tures. But  it  was  so  tragic. 
Then  I said  stop.  My  friend 
and  I said  stop  and  then  we 
drove  away.” 

He  said  he  no  longer  had 
the  film  because  it  belonged 
to  his  agency,  but  denied  he 
had  tried  to  sell  the  pictures 
and  doubted  whether  they 
would  ever  be  published. 

"We  saw  this  tragedy  with 
our  own  eyes.”  he  said.  “It 
was  like  a film.  Diana  was 
still  moving  about  ...  It  was 
simply  horrible.  We  took  a 
| few  pictures  but  it  was  very  ! 
fast  We  didn’t  think  about 
what  we  were  doing.  When 
we  saw  aU  the  people  coming, 1 
we  took  off” 

The  photographer  said  that  I 
before  leaving  the  hotel  the  1 
Mercedes  driver.  Henri  Paul, 
challenged  the  paparazzi  to 

Mm. 

"We  said  to  ourselves  the 
driver  was  going  really  too 


East  We  couldn't  follow  him 
any  more.  One  thing  Is  clear, 
It  was  not  normal  the  way  he 
was  driving.  I never  saw  any- 1 
one  take  off  uirg  th at.  He 
drove  like  a gangster.” 

The  German  network,  Pro- 
7,  said  it  had  delayed  broad- 
casting the  interview  twice  In 
order  to  check  the  story. 

Laszlo  Veres,  a freelance 
photographer  who  was  among 
those  detained  at  the  scene  of 
the  crash,  said  yesterday  that 
Fayed  had  promised  the  snap- 
pers a photo  session  after  the 
couple  had  finished  dinner  at 
the  Ritz. 

“There  were  about  25  of  os 
but  then  bystanders  began  to 
gather  — perhaps  200  to  300 
people  — and  that  probahly 
scared  the  hotel.”  said  Mr 
Veres. 

Mr  Sola  said  that  he  had 
telephoned  the  British  em- 
bassy to  try  to  hand  over  the 
photographs  of  Diana. 

“They  said  I should  call  the 
police,”  he  said.  "I  also  called 
the  Ritz  . . . they  told  me  to 
contact  the  police  too.”  The 
embassy  confirmed  Mr  Sola 
had.  called  and  said  he  sound- 
ed terrified.' 

Mr  Sola  said  he  did  not 
want  to  give  the  pictures  to 
the  police  because  “on  Sun- 
day they  tried  to  trap  one  of 
my  staff”.  French  police 
posed  as  buyers,  he  said,  and 
arranged  a rendezvous. 

“When  the  tnan  turned  up 
— just  with  pictures  of  the 
last  12  hours,  not  pictures 
from  the  tunnel  — there  were 
six  cops  waiting  for  him.  He 
was  detained  for  48  hours  and 
then  released,”  Mr  Sdasaid- 

He  finally  handed  over  his 
30  or  40  negatives  cm  Tuesday. 


Laurent  Sola  polled  shots  ofDIana  in  the  wreckage  when  he  heard  she  was  dead,  and  tried  to  give  them  to  the  British  embassy 


Second  post  mortem  on  driver  expected 


Alex  Duval  Smith  fan  Paris 


A SECOND  post  mortem 
is  expected  to  be  car- 
ried out  on  the  driver  of 
Diana’s  car,  after  doubts  were 
raised  about  the  reliability  of 
an  alcohol  test  reportedly 
showing  him  to  be  three 
times  over  the  French  limit 
According  to  reports  yester- 
day. tomorrow's  funeral  in 
Lorient,  Brittany,  of  Henri 
Paul,  has  been  delayed, 

Paul  was  deputy  head  of  se- 
curity at  the  A1  Fayed-owned 
Hotel  Ritz.  According  to  the 
Paris  prosecutor's  office,  two 
tests  showed  blood-alcohol 
levels  of  175  and  187mg. 

Reports  of  a second  post 
mortem  came  after  the  Al 


Fayed  family  and  relatives 
and  friends  of  Paul  protested 
at  press  reports  that  he  was  a 
heavy  drinker.  But  neither 
the  police,  lawyers,  nor  the 
priest  at  the  Sainte  Thfcrfce 
I church  in  Lorient  would  con- 
firm the  funeral  had  been 
postponed. 

Meanwhile,  some  scientists 
raised  doubts  about  the  reli- 
ability of  the  blood-alcohol 
test  carried  out  on  PauL 

They  said  that,  depending  on 
the  type  of  test  used,  there  was 
a risk  that  the  blood  could 
have  become  contaminated 
with  naturally  occurring 
yeasts,  leading  to  fermentation 
of  sagars  into  alcohol. 

Dr  Mike  Jenkins,  who  pro- 1 
vides  forensic  expertise  to  the  , 
British  legal  profession,  said:  i 


“In  an  accident  like  this  there 
is  a problem  of  ruptured 
organs  which  can  contami- 
nate blood  if  it  is  taken  from  a 
cavity  [such  as  the  stomach]. 

“The  crucial  questions, 
which  should  he  asked  of  the 
pathologist  at  the  inquest,  are 
where  the  blood  was  taken 
from  and  whether  it  was 
property  preserved  prior  to 
analysis." 

Dr  Robert  Forrest,  lecturer 
in  forensic  toxicology  at  Shef- 
field University,  said:  “A  lazy 
pathologist  would  have 
scooped  a sample  abdominal 
cavity  or  taken  a sample  from  i 
the  heart  into  which  alcohol 
could  have  diffused  from  the  . 
stomach.  Ideally  the  sample  I 
should  be  taken  from  the  femo- 
ral vein,  in  the  groin  area."  i 


He  conceded  that  because 
the  accident  happened  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  it  is  poss- 
ible the  sample  was  taken  and 
examined  by  hospital  staff 
rather  than  a pathologist 

But  another  scientist  an  as- 
sistant deputy  coroner  in 
Yorkshire,  who  did  not  wish 
to  be  named,  said  the  biggest 
mystery  was  that  Fayed  was 
buried  on  Sunday,  apparently 
without  a post  mortem. 

“There  is  nothing  in  the 
Coroner’s  Act  — including 
the  nationality  of  the  person 
— which  allows  a body  to  be 
brought  back  and  buried  in 
Britain  without  a coroner 
being  contacted.  In  a case 
such  as  this,  an  accident 
abroad,  you  would  order  a 
post  mortem  examination.  ” 


Dodi  ‘gave 
ring  to  Diana’ 

AN  exclusive  Parisian  jewel- 
lery store.  Repossi,  yesterday 
refused  to  comment  on 
reports  that  ithad  delivered  a 
diamond  ring  worth  £130,000 
to  Dodi  Al  Fayed  the  day  be- 
fore he  died. 

Described  as  a “friendship 
ring”,  the  custom-made  jewel 
had  allegedly  been  prepared 
as  a surprise  gift  for  Princess 
Diana  and  presented  by  him 
to  her  on  their  last  evening 
together.  Reposal’s  failure  to 
deny  the  report  further  fu- 
elled speculation  that  the  cou- 
ple had  been  intending  to  an- 
nounce their  engagement  — 
Owen  Botocott 


Lip-read  tow 

THE  Royal  National  Institu- 
tion far  Deaf  People  said  yes- 
terday it  had  been  “saddened” 
to  receive  a request  by  jour- 
nalists that  it  provide  profes- 
sional lip  readers  to  note 
down  the  royal  family's  pri- 
vate conversations  during  the 
Westminster  funeral.  It 
turned  down  the  request 

Flowers  flown  in 

FIVE  million  extra  roses  and 
summer  blooms  have  been 
flown  in  from  Israel  after  flo- 
rists warned  of  dwindling 
stocks  as  millions  prepare  to 
buy  floral  tributes  to  the  Prin- 
cess of  Wales  this  weekend- 
Chaviv  Haaze,  marketing  di- 
rector of  toe  Israeli  flower 


Board,  said  exports  this  week 
had  risen  from  10  million 
flowers  to  15  million. 

MEPs’  inquiry 

THE  European  Parliament’s 
media  committee  is  to  exam- 
ine laws  on  press  Intrusion 
across  Europe  in  the  wake  of 
the  death  of  Diana.  Commit- 
tee member  Carole  Tongue, 
who  is  Labour  MEP  for  Lon- 
don East,  said  the  problem 
“required  attention  at  an  in- 
ternational level”. 

Sleeper  train 

A TRAIN  officially  named  by 
Diana  is  to  provide.ovemight 
accommodation  for  a few  hun- 1 
deed  of  toe  many*  thousands 
travelling  to  London  for 


tomorrow's  funeral.  The  Red 
Cross,  named  by  the  princess 
in  1988,  will  provide  480  of 
Great  Western’s  passengers 
with  an  alternative  to  sleep- 
ing rough  overnight  or  seek- 
ing hotel  accommodation  late 
at  • night  at  Paddington 
station,  London,  tonight. 

Theft  charges 

TWO  women,  both  aged  19, 
have  been  charged  with  theft 
after  allegedly  stealing  flow- 
ers laid  in  memory  of  Diana 
outside  Chester  town  hall. 
THE  US  Senate  has  voted 
unanimously  to  declare 
tomorrow  a national  day  of 
recognition  for  the  humani- 
tarian efforts  of  the  Princess 
of  Wales. 


“An  Ironic 
Whisky  Sour 
of  a Play  for  Today” 

Nicholcz  Dtjangb.  Evening  Sccrrdcrd 

‘Deliciously  funny,  sad  and  alarming  all  at  once.’ 

T7;e  Pink  Pnper 

’There  is  not  one  single  weak  link  in  the  case” 

Sundcv  Times 


PPP  - - 

my  night 


itlll  f . 


The  winner  of  the  1 996 
Olivier  Award 

Nov*-  available  on  video 

S'nrnr.c  chi;  triumphant  ’A’esr  end  case. 

John  Sessions,  Divid  Bamfrer,  Joe  Duttine,  Anthony  Cnlf, 
Kenneth  MacDonald  and  Roger  Frost 

Available,  from  aJ!  j-ood  retailers 
or  co  order  direct,  calf:  01 62-i  675  137 


THE  NORTH  and  west  will 
have  a blustery  day  with 
showers,  but  eastern  regions 
of  England  and  Wales  should 
stay  mainly  dry  and  bright. 
Channel  Is,  London,  SE  ft 
Cent  S England,  Midlands, 
E Anglia,  Lines,  E Wales: 
Any  early  fog  patches  will 
soon  dear  to  leave  a bright 
day  with  sunny  spells  and  iso- 
lated showers.  A brisk  south- 
westerly wind.  JMax  temp  18- 
21C  (64-TOF).  Tonight,  fine  and 
cooL  Min  temp  7-10C  (46-50F). 
NE  England,  Yariks:  Mainly 
dry  this  morning  with  sunny 
periods,  but  a few  passing 
showers  are  likely  this  after- 
noon. A strong,  gusty  south- 
westerly wind.  Max  temp  17- 
20C  (G3-88S).  Tonight,  dear 
spells.  Min  temp  9C  (48 F). 

SW  ft  NW  England,  W 
Wales:  Bright  and  blustery 
with  sunshine  and  a few 
showers.  Max  temp  16-19C  (61- 
66F).  Tonight,  coastal  show- 
ers. Min  temp  9-llC  (48-52F). 

N Ireland:  A mix  of  sunny 
spells  and  squally  showers.  A 
gusty  south-westerly  wind. 
Max  temp  16-18C  (61-64F). 
Tonight,  showers  easing.  Min 
temp  9-llC  (48-52F). 

SW  ft  NW  Scotland,  W 
Isles:  Cool  and  windy  with 
brief  sonsy  spells  and  heavy- 
showers.  The  showers  may 


Noon  today.  Low  H wffl  drift  northwards,  gradually  fflHng. 
Low  Jwfll  motra  south-oast  and  then  oast. 


merge  to  give  a longer  spell  of 
wet  weather.  Max  team  14- 
17C  (57-63 1).  Tonight,  fewer 
showers.  Min  temp  10C  (50F). 
SE  ft  NE  Scotland,  N Isles: 
A blustery  day  with  early 
sunny  spells  giving  way  to 
increasing  doud  and  some 
showers,  especially  in  the  Ear 
north  where  some  more  per- 
sistent rain  is  likely.  A strong 
south-west  wind.  Max  temp 
16-19C  (61-66F).  Tonight 

showers  dying  out  Min  temp 
9C(48F). 

• Outlook:  Dry  and  bright  in 
the  south,  some  showery  rain 
in  the  north. 


Around  Britain  Met  Office  report  for  24  hours  to  5pm  yiastetoay 
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Around  the  world 
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Satellite  predictions 

nw  To  Max  Nwn/sets 


&a-1  2127  2130  «2NE  1BN 

&t*  0385  0441  62GE  SSWBE 

ffmoslSSR  0336  0359  77W  'SWINE 


John  and  Mary  Grlbbin 


lAfHY  isn’t  . the  Earth 
11  warming  as  f&st  as  simple 
computer  models  of  the 
greenhouse  effect  predict? 
According  to  researchers  at  the 
NASA  Goddard  Institute  for 
Space  Studies,  it  may  be 
because  of  the  loss  of  ozone 
from  the  stratosphere  in  recent 


carbon  dioxide  (produced  by 
human  activities)  trap  outgoing 
infrared  heat  ta  tire 
atmosphere  of  the  Earth,  ozone 
traps  incoming  ultraviolet 
energy  from  the  Sum,  and  so 
warms  the  atmosphere.  Less 
ozone  (also  a result  of  human 
activities)  means  less  energy 
from  the  Sun  Is  absorbed. 

James  Hwru»w  and  hie 
colleagues  have  measured 
changes  to  the  concentration  of 
greenhouse  gases  in  the  air,  in 
ozone  at  high  and  low  altitudes, 
and  in  doud  cover  and  the , 
dustiness  of  the  atmosphere  in 
recent  decades.  They  find  that 
tire  most  significant  effects  oh  I 


temperature  are  the 
greenhouse  effect  and  the 
counterbalancing  cooling 
caused  by  ozone  loss. 

The  ozone  effect  is 
ccunjdicated  because  human 
activities  increase  the  amount 
of  ozone  near  fire  ground  (it  is  a 
byproduct  of  exhaust  fames 
from  cars),  but  decrease  the 
amount  in  tire  stratosphere; 
where  the  CFOs  from  spray 
cans  and  old  refrigerators  are 
at  work.  Overall,  though,  the 
NASA  team  finds  that  between 
30  per  cent  and  50  per  cent  erf 
the  greenhouse  warming  that 
would  have  occurred  in  the 
past  50  years  has  been  offset  by 
ozone  loss.  This  dosety 
matches  the  shortfall  when 
actual  temperature  trends  are 
compared  with  the  older 
Computer  models. 

The  implication  of  this 
discovery  is  that  the'  pace  of 
global  wanning  is  likely  to 
increase  as  we  enter  the  2ist 
century,  even  if  the  growth  in 
emissions  of  gases  such  as 
carbon  dioxide  is  slowed. 
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The  scale  of  this  is  absolutely 
amazing.  The  post  arriving  at 
Kensington  Palace  is  enormous/ 

Spokeswoman  for the 


Ml—;  I 1 • 


UJ I 


BT  sets  up 
1 0,000  lines 
to  handle 
donations 


Memorial 
fund:  Up  to 
£100  million 
already  raised 
for  charities 


Memorial  to  more  than  10,000. 

memonai  Recorded  messages  talk 

flUlfli  I |n  hotline  callers  through  the 

**“**'"■  ^ P tO  procedure  for  leaving  a 

£100  million  "Many  people  feel  they 

. , want  to do  sanething  imme- 

ai  ready  raised  &***  ■*>  ***?•  they  see 

r . ...  credit  card  donations  as  the 

for  chanties  festest  ***.  » would  have 

been  physically  impossible  to 
have  people  manning  all 

♦ ES  these  lines.” 

But  from  wam  on  Saturday 

until  8pm  on  Sunday,  an 
BB  CREDIT  card  hotline  army  of  volunteers  will  <=teff 
with  10,000  lines  was  extra  lines  from  the  BT  Tower 
^B^B  installed  yesterday  to  inLondon. 

^ ope  with  a flood  of  “Even  with  so  many  lings 
donations  to  the  Princess  of  it  is  likely  that  some  people 

WoW’n  mAMAtnnl  Aim4  — S11  LI 


JB  CREl 
with 
BB  insta 


Wales’s  memorial  fond. 
Diana's  solicitors.  Mishcon 


will  have  problems  getting 
through,”  the  spokeswoman 


much  had  been  raised. 


international  number  and 


De  Reya,  who  are  overseeing  said.  “We  hope  people  will  be 
the  fond,  said  donations  have  patient." 
been  pouring  in  so  quickly  The  response  is  not  limited 
since  the  charity  appeal  was  to  the  British  public.  Such  is 
launched  on  Tuesday  that  it  the  global  impact  of  Diana’s  Laura  Sanford  poses  for  pictures  after  accepting  a cheque  on  Diana’s  behalf  at  London’s  Osteopathic  Centre  for  Children 
was  impossible  to  say  how  death  that  the  hotline  is  an 


But  some  estimates  y ester-  plans  are  being  considered  to 
day  suggested  that  more  than  set  up  mpchanigms  overseas 


£1  million  was  coming  in 
every  few  hours. 

Last  night,  the  fond  was  es- 


to  ensure  that  foreign  donors 
can  contribute  easily. 
Foreign  callers  will  be 


timated  to  be  nearing  charged  the  full  International 
£100  million,  a figure  pre-  rate,  but  BT,  like  the  other 
dieted  by  Lord  Archer,  who  companies  involved  in  the 
worked  with  the.  princess  on  fund’s  operation,  has  prom- 
appeals  for  the  Red  CrossJV  ised  to  donate  all  its  profits. 


single,  undisclosed  donor  yes- 
terday sent  a cheque  for 
£3  million. 

A fund  spokeswoman  said 
"bags  anti  bags’’  of  cheques 
and  postal  orders  had  been 
sent  to  Kensington  Palace. 


d donor  yes-  Tbe  money  islikdy  to  goto 
cheque  for  charities  which  had  close 
links  with  the  princess.  In- 
woman  said  nlndlng  the  six  of  which  she 
of  cheques  was  either  a*  patron  or 
s had  been  president 
ton  Palace.  But  there  have  been  calls 


The  Energy  Centre 


There  they  are  opened  by  a for  the  money  to  be  distrib- 
team  of  flverbefore  being  sent  J uted  more  widely  to  benefit  as 


■ i ..  : *. 

Belling  Solitaire 


on  to-  be  processed^  staff  at, 
the  NatWest  bank,  who  are 
working  as  quickly  as  poss- 
ible to  clear  the  backlog. 


flnany-goodycwwes  as  japssfljle. 

A separate  hotline  is  being 
set  up  in  copjuctlan  with  the 
Red  Cross  to  handle  calls 


ss- 


“The  scale  of  this  Is  abso-  from  people  distressed  by  Dl- 
lutely  amazing.”  she  said,  ana's  death. 


"The  post  arriving  at  Ken- 
sington Palace  is  enormous, 
bags  and  bags  and  bags.” 

The  credit  card  hotline  was 


Donations  to  the  memorial 
fond  cqn  be  made  at  hank, 
building  society  and  Post 
Office  counters,  and  an  Inter- 


originally  to  have  8,600  lines,  net  donation  site  Is  being 
but  the  scale  of  tbe  response  planned. 


led  to  British  Telecom,  which 
is  providing  the  service,  in- 
creasing the  number  of  lines 


Credit  card  hotline: 
0990664422 
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Trade-in:  £100 

Price  after  Trade-In 
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RAYMOND  RUST,  aged  48, 
arrived  from  a hostel  In 
Whitechapel,  east  London, 
to  camp  outside  Westmin- 
ster Abbey  for  tomorrow’s 
funeral,  with  a holdall  con- 
taining a black  suit  and  tie 
and  black  boots  which  he 
planned  to  polish  up  with  a 
chamois  leather  . "Princess 
Diana  belpedthe  homeless, 
and  Tm  homeless  myself- 

She  put  herself  out  for  so  ^ 

many  people.  Td  have  loved 
to  have  met  her.** 


ANNE  CULEIN,  aged  64,  a 
therapist  from  Glaston- 
bury, brought  sleeping  bag. 
jacket,  and  fresh  clothes, 
but  no  food  or  drink.  "Tm 
going-to  have  to  go  with  the 
flow.  It's  such  a welcoming 
vibe.” 

She  was  determined  to  get 
to  the  front.  “There's  no 
superstar  that  would  hove, 
sot  me  sleeping  out  on  the 
streets.  But  I knew  when  I 
heard  the  news  Td  be  here 
fbrthefoneraL” 


Leisure  Rangemaster  110 


Normal  Price: 
£399.99 

Price  after 

Discount 
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Hotpoint  gw2ic 
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£1,499.99 

Buy  Now  Pay  September  *98  (APR  26%)" 


Buy  Now  Pay  March  *98  (APR  295%)** 


Candy  wmsoi 
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YVONNE  HOWDEN,  aged 
34,  had  brought  her  two- 

year-old  son  Conor  down 

from  Arbroath.  He  will  stay 

on  the  street  with  her 
tonight- They  have  a sleep- 
ing imp  and  tent  flysheet  in 
case  of  rain.  ‘ 

She  has  black  ribbons  for 
other  mourners,  and  a 
dawdle  for  her  private  vlgH 
for  Diana.  “1  keep  waking  in. 
the  night  and  seeing  her- 
How  can  I go  baii  to  my  exis- 
tence in  Arbroath  after  I’ve 

been  here  andfelt  flils  way?” 


Normal  Price: 

CHRIS,  aged  41,  from  Mgh-  £349j99 

tUngsea,  a recent  graduate 
in  conservation  andland^  .tar 

management,  arrived  with  rnce  amr  • 

fleecejacket,  waterproof"  Discount 

coat,  plnsblack  T-shirt  and 

jeans.  “I  had  to  come  here  to  ( 

stop  feeling  isolated.  Yon  . A»fcWW.' 

can’t  sit  at  home  with  tears 
rolling  down  your  face." 

She  also  wanted  to  support 
princes  WlIKam  and  Harry. 

"They  won’t  notice  me,  but 

they’ll  see  she  meant  so 

much  to  so  many  people.’’ 

Interviews:  Clare  Longngg 
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The  UK's  number  one  in  Cookers  & Fires 


Why  weVe  right  for  you 

✓Specialists  in  Electric  and 
Gas  household  products 

✓ Expert  advice 

✓Friendly,  knowledgeable 
staff 

✓Committed  to  find  the  right 
product  for  you 

✓Price  Pledge  guarantee 

✓ Over  240  shops  nationwide 

✓Excellent  after  sales 
service 
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John  Tnsa  (right),  managing  director  of  the  Barbican  Centre,  and  arts  director  Graham  Sheffield  at  the  relaunch  of  the  theatre 


Barbican  peps  up  theatre’s 
image  with  £1 .9m  revamp 

Alex  Bellos  reports  on  a programme  of  artistic  improvements 


THE  Barbican  Theatre 
was  relaunched  yester- 
day as  “London’s  Inter- 
national festival  theatre” 
after  a £1.9  million  reftar- 
bishment  which  has  wimi<» 
the  main  auditorium  suit- 
able for  opera  and  ballet  as  : 
well  as  drama. 

The  Barbican  Centre’s 
new  image  was  made  poss- 


ible by  the  Royal  Shake- 
speare Company’s  decision 
to  use  the  theatre  for  30 
weeks  a year.  Barbican 
chiefs  were  able  to  plan  a 
22-week  season  of  other  ar- 
tistic works  and  were 
helped  by  a £3  pillion 
grant  from  the  Ce&orattan 
of  London.  t , • 

Graham  Sheffield,  arts  di- 


rector, said;  “i  have  always 
thought  that  London  keeps 
on  missing  out  on  interna- 
tional productions  because 
there  Is  no  venue  that  suits 
them.  The  Barbican  will 
now  fill  that  niche.” 

The  Royal  Opera  will  be 
the  first  to  use  the  two  new 
orchestra  pits  and  state-of- 
the-art  electro-acoustic  en- 


hancement equipment 
when  it  opens  the  theatre 
after  the  four-month  refur- 
bishment on  September  13. 
The  opera's  Covent  Garden 
home  is  being  renovated 
with  National  Lottery 
money. 

John  Tusa,  the  Barbi- 
can’s managing  director, 
said:  “The  Barbican 

Theatre  with  its  intimate 
auditorium  is  one  of  the 
best  equipped  stages  In 
London.  It  has  now  become 
a unique  space  — no  other 
theatre  can  offer  the  range 
and  flexibility  to  play  such 
a wide  variety  of  work.” 

The  Barbican’s  first  in- 
ternational theatre  season 
includes  opera,  ballet,  con- 
temporary dance,  clowning 
and  drama.  Highlights  of 
the  1998  season,  include  the 
debut  of  American  dhoreog- 


off  education  drive 


John  Carml 
Education  Edttor 


TONY  BLAIR  yester- 
day started  the  big- 
gest consultation  on 
ertncafinin  since  the 
Butler  reforms  cnf  1944,  when 
he  staged  a Downing  Street 

summit  nf  ministers  and  head 
teachers  on  proposals  for  leg- 
islation to  raise  standards  in 
the  schools. 

It  will  be  followed  by  a fort- 
night of  regional  conferences 
organised  by  government, 
education  authorities  and  foe 
teacher  unions  to  discuss  foe 
overhaul  of  teaching  and  par- 
enting responsibilities. 

David  Bhmkett,  the  Educa- 
tion and  Employment  Secre- 
tary. said  he  was  sending  a 
video  of  his  white  paper  pro- 
posals to  every  school  in  the 
hope  that  parents  and  gover- 
nors  wHl  discuss  what  farther 
ideas  might  be  included  in  an 
education  bill  In  foe  autumn. 

Government  sources  said 
the  session  concentrated  on 
how  schools  could  stretch  the 
average  child.  Improve  foe 
quality  of  tophing  and  the 
motivation  of  teachers,  tackle 
under-performance  and 

afrrmflfTum  IffldflraTiip 

“The  one  thing  most  of  us 
know  as  parents  is  that  lead- 
ership In  a school  is  as  impor- 
tant as  any  other  component 
in  whether  that  school  suc- 
ceeds or  falls,”  Mr  Blair  said. 


PHOTOGRAPH:  GRAHAM TVWBt 


Mr  Blunkett  said  the  educa- 
tion white  paper  in  July  pro- 
posed a wide  range  of  mea- 
sures to  “cascade  best, 
practice  into  every  school", 
including  ambitious  targets 
for  literacy  and  mimeracy, 
educaiionaction  zones,  hotne- 
school  contracts  and  new 
forms  of  school  organisation- 
to  replace  opting  out  by  the 
grant  maintained  sector. 

. "But  we  need  to  hear  the., 
views  of  those  in  the  profes* 
sion,  those  working  - in 
schools,  education  authorities 


‘Without  salary 
rises  standards 
drive  could  be 
undermined* 


and  academia,  so  (bat  we  can 
put  their  Ideas  into  practice 
and  reflect  on  what  is  going 
right  and.  what  needs  to  be 
done  on  top  of  the  suggestions 
we  have  made,”  he  said. 

Outside  the  summit, 
hyarhgr  unions  were  raising 
doubts  about  delivering  Mr 
Blair's  plan  to  improve  school ! 
leadership  when  so  many 
were  without  heads  or  skilled 
staff  David  Hart,  general  sec- 
retary of  the  National  Associ- 
ation of  Head  Teachers, 
there  was  a SO  per  emit  in- 
crease in  number  of  heeds 


and  deputies  retiring  over  tfa» 

last  12  months,  and  a sharp  - 
tan  in  applications  to  replace 
thpm  At  least  350  schools 
started  term  without  a heait7v 
He.  called  for  "substantial” 
salary  rises  and  warned  that 
without  action  the  Govera-V- 
menfs  drive  for  standards:  ■ 
could  be  fatally  undemiined. 

Mr  Bluukett  said  the  last 
government’s  changes  in  .- 
rules  for  pensions  and  aarlsL' 
retirement  were  partly  res- 
ponsible for  the  exodus.  - ' 

Ministers  would  ask  the-  • 
School  Teachers  Pay  Review  .- 
Body  to  look  at  discrepancies 
in  the  relative  pay  of  teachers  , 
in  primary  and  secondary - 
schools.  “What  we  can  do  Is  ‘ 
firstly  to  ensure  that  we  take 
urgent  -action  to  fort-track  • . 
those  who  wish  to  become  ~ 
head  teachers  who  require 
the  qualification  to  do  that 
well,  to  ensure  that  those  who 
are  currently  heads  know  the 
future  of  foe  education  ser- 
vice is  safe,”  he  said. 

William  Atkinson, "head., 
teacher  of  the  Phoenix  high, 
school  in  Shepherd’s  Bush, 
west  London,  said  the  Down- 
ing Street  meeting  was  posi- 
tive and  constructive.  aT  fat 
inspired  by  It.  I was  ex- 
tremely impressed  with  the  - 
level  of  ppmitne  commitment 
and  concern  demonstrated  by 
foe  Prime  Minister  and  other 
ministers.  1 leave  this  meet- 
ing charged  op  and  enthusias- 
tic about  the  crusade  ahead."  . 


rapher  Trisha  Brown  as  an 
opera  director  with  Monte- 
verdi’s Orfeo. 

The  first  dance  pro- 
gramme features  seasons 
by  tiie  Twyla  Tharp  Dance 
Company,  the  Slobhan 
Davies  Company  and  Merce 
Cunningham  Dance  Com- 
pany. The  Royal  Baii«»*  will 
make  its  Barbican  debut 
with  a two  week  season  of 
mixed  programmes  which 
win  celebrate  Dame  Nin- 
ette de  Valois’s  100th  year. 

Mr  Sheffield  added:  "We 
are  bringing  in  some  fam- 
iliar names  but  with  new 
productions.  As  we  develop 
file  programme  and  the  au- 
dience we  can  introduce 
new  names.” 

Other  parts  of  the  redeve- 
lopment include  an  educar 
tian  programme  and  the 
relaunch  of  the  cinema.' 


Less  able  ‘losing  out* 


John  Canal 

Ministers  are  setting 
the  wrong  education 
targets  and  backing 
foe  wrong  policies  for  tack- 
ling poor  levels  of  literacy 
and  numeracy  among  young 
people  at  the  bottom  end  of 
the  ability  range,  according  to 
a report  published  today  by 
the  Centre  for  Economic 
Performance. 

The  Government’s  targets 
for  improving  performance 
by  11-year-olds  could  be 
reached  without  doing  any- 
thing for  the  bottom  IMS  per 
cent  who  were  most  vulnera- 
ble to  unemployment 


“Current  targets  seem  fo- 
cused on  raising  attainment 
at  the  top  and  middle  of  the 
attainment  range”,  said  Peter 
Robinson,  research  officer  at 
the  centre,  which  is  based  at 
the  London  School  of 
Economics. 

There  was  no  evidence  to 
suggest  that  literacy  or  nu- 
meracy  levels  were  influ-  j 
enoed  by  primary  school  class  1 
sizes,  teaching  methods, 
homework  policy  or  the  use  of 
streaming  or  setting  in  ability 
groups. 

And  the  Government’s 
plans  for  nursery  education 
could  not  help  achieve  tiie  tar- 
gets for  ll-year-olds  in  2002 
because  the  children  who 


benefited  would  not  be  old 
awrtiigh  by  than. 

“Over  foe  long  run  the  most 
powerful  educational  policy 
-is  arguably  one  which  tackles 
child  -poverty,  rather  than 
any  modest  Interventions  In 
schooling”,  the  report 
concluded. 

It  cast  doubt  on  whether  the 
standard  assessment  tasks  at 
sever,  11  and  14  were  the  best 
method  of  monitoring 
national  standards  and  said 
employers  were  more  inter- 
ested in  literacy  than  numer- 
acy skills. 

There  was  no  evidence  that 
boasting  national  attainment 
in  maths  would  improve  eco- 
nomic performance. 
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Call  0345  186  186  for  details,  or  visit  your  local  Rover  dealer.  Price, 
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Decision  on  ‘lifer* 
quashed  by  judge 


CtmDjfar  _ 

Lcjd  Correspondent 


/ 

/ 


LAWYERS  yesterday 
welcomed  a High 
Court  Judge's  ruling 
that  the  Government 
acted  unlawfully  In 
insisting  that  a murderer  who 
had  served  his . “tar  Iff  and 
posed  no  risk  of  violence 
should  stay  in  jail  for  another 
three  years  despite  a parole  1 
board  reconunendatJan  that  j 
he  should  he  freed. 

Mr  Justice  Collins  quashed 
the  Home  Secretary's  deci- 
sion to  disregard  parole  board 
advice  that  Dennis  Stafford, 
convicted  of  one  of  the  North- 
east’s most  notorious  club- 
land murders  30  years  ago, 
should  be  released  on  Licence. 
The  judge  the  ruling  an 
Wednesday  but  Is  expected  to 
give  his  reasons  today. 

The  decision  not  to  release 
Stafford,  who  bad  twice  been 
freed  but  returned  to  prison 
after  breaching  the  terms  of 
his  licence,  was  taken  last 
February  by  the  then  home 
secretary,  Michael  Howard. 
His  successor,  Jack  Straw, 
refused  to  overrule  it,  arguing 
that  Stafford's  history  meant 
he  was  likely  to  commit  fur- 
ther crimes,  albeit  non- 
violent. 

A Home  Office  spokesman 
said  it  would  consider 
whether  to  appeal  after  read- 
ing the  judge's  reasons. 

Razia  Karim,  legal  officer 
for  the  eoFnpaigning  group 
Justice,  said:  “We  welcome 
this  decision.  It  shows  the 
courts'  growing  dislike  of  the 


• ■ ■ 


Dennis  Stafford  (centre)  under  arrest  at  the  airport  on  his  return  to  Britain 


Outcry  over  deportee’s 
‘brutal’  airline  ordeal 


Keith  Harper 
Transport  Editor 

IMMIGRANT  welfare 
groups  last  night  called  for 
changes  Jn.,  Hqme  Office 
rules  on  the  supervision  of  de- 
portees from  Britain 
following  the  “brutal”  treat- 
ment of  a handcuffed  Nige- 
rian on  a KLM  flight  from 
Heathrow  to  Amsterdam. 

More  than  100  passengers 
on  board  the  KLM  flight  were, 
appalled  at  the  treatment  of 
the  deportee.  He  was  brought 
on  to  the  aircraft  kicking  and 
screaming  and  handcuffed  to 
two  guards  employed  by  a pri- 
vate company. 

A witness  said  he  was 
screaming:  “I  am  going  to  be 
killed  when  I get  home.  Please 
help  me.”  Attempts  were 
made  to  gag  him,  and  his 
wrists  were  reported  to  be 
covered  in  blood  as  he  ! 
wrestled  with  his  guards. 

The  incident  came  to  light 
after  several  passengers  on 
board  flight  KL 114  from 


Heathrow  last  Friday  pro- 
tested to  the  Guardian.  One  of 
them.  Sale  Bennetts,  said: 
“The  man  was  brought  on 
board  with  his,  arms  and  legs 
held  by  security  guards. 
There  was  no  ad^pce  wanv . 
'ing“fromtbe'airii^e.’,  _ 

Claude  Moraes,  director  of 
the  Joint  Council  for  the  Wel- 
fare of  Immigrants,  said  last 
night  “This  is  a dreadful 
story  which  must  have  been 
distressing  to  passengers  as 
well  as  the  deportee.  We  be- 
lieve that  the  rules  on 
restraining  deportees  are 
reasonable,  but  the  time  has 
come  for  private  companies  to 
be  banned  from  carrying  out 
this  work.” 

The  Home  Office  confirmed 
that  the  supervised  removal 
of  deportees  was  handled  by 
private  companies.  It  would 
not  comment  on  the  name  of 
the  deportee  or  whether  he 
had  been  returned  to  Nigeria. 
It  refbsed  to  name  the  com- 
pany responsible  for  accom- 
panying deportees. 

Mr  Moraes  said  the  Home 


Office  had  carried^  out  a 
review  of  its  procedures  after  I 
the  death,  of  a deportee.  Joy 
Gardner,  in  1995.  Although 
the  review  was  comprehen- 
sive, it  foiled. to  investigate 
. the  role  of  private  companies. 

. He  said:  “lb  so  many  cases 
the  lack  of  training  and  hand- 
ling has  revealed  a woeful 
lack  of  judgment  We  win  be 
urging  the  Home  Secretary. 
Jack  Straw,  to  ensure  that 
staff  who  handle  deportees 
are  properly  trained  and  that 
the  contract,  for  this  ex- 
tremely sensitive  work 
should  be  taken  away  from 
private  companies.” 

Ms  Bennetts  said  the  man 
was  taken  to  the  back  of  the 
aircraft  "They  tried  to  put  a 
gag  on  his  month,  which  up- 
set passengers  and  several 
children  • sitting  a few  rows 
away.  Several  passengers 
stood  up  and  demanded  an  ex- 
planation, and  the  crew  un- 
sympathetically distanced 
themselves  from  the  incident 
We  made  such  protest  that  he 
was  eventually  removed.” 


Our  female 
readers  wouldn’t 
be  seduced 
by  a free  glossy. 
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Murder  victim  Angus  Sibbett,  a gaming  machine  collector 


way  the  Secretary  of  State  ex- 
ercises his  powers  in  this 
area.  It  is  a power  we  would 
like  removed  from  the  execu- 
tive and  given  to  a body  like 
the  parole  board." 

Following  a ruling  by  the 
European  Court  of  Human 
Rights,  decisions  on  the 
release  of  discretionary  lifers 
— those  sentenced  to  life  for 
crimes  other  than  murder  — 
are  now  taken  by  a parole 
board  paneL  But  successive 
borne  secretaries  have 
refused  to  relinquish  the 
power  to  decide  when  manda- 
tory lifers  should  be  released 

The  Stafford  case  is  a test  of 
the  Home  Secretary's  powers 
to  detain  a mandatory  lifer 


who  has  served  the  tariff,  the 
period  set  for  retribution  and 
deterrence,  and  poses  little  or 
no  risk  of  violence. 

' The  Home  Secretary  de- 
cided that  Stafford,  now  in 
Acklington  prison  in  North- 
umberland, should  spend  two 
years  in  an  open  prison  be- 
fore a further  parole  board 
review  of  his  case.  This  would 
mean  at  least  another  three 
years  in  jail. 

Counsel  for  the  Home 
Office  had  argued  that  non-vi- 
olent offences,  like  serious 
fraud,  were  equally  capable  of 
causing  serious  harm  to  the 
public.  But  earlier  cases  indi- 
cate that  the  test  is  “risk  to 
life  or  limb." 


Stafford  and  h is  co-accused, 
: Michael  Luvaglio.  were  sen- 
tenced to  life  imprisonment 
in  1967  for  the  murder  of  a 
gaming  machine  collector, 
Angus  Sibbett. 

Stafford,  now  aged  B4,  was 
originally  released  on  licence 
In  1979  after  12  years  in 
prison.  But  his  licenre  was 
revoked  after  he  breached  it 
by  moving  to  South  Africa, 
where  he  became  a 
businessman. 

He  remained  at  large  until 
1969,  when  he  was  arrested  on 
a visit  to  Britain  and  returned 
to  prison.  He  was  released  on 
licence  for  a second  time  in 
March  1991  and  became  a 
property  developer  in  the 
North-east. 

In  July  1994  he  was  con- 
victed of  being  behind  a con- 
spiracy to  Hood  Britain  with 
forged  American  Express 
travellers'  cheques  and  was 
jailed  for  six  years  with  his 
licence  revoked. 

His  counsel,  Tim  Owen, 
told  Mr  Justice  Collins  the 
case  was  an  important  one  for 
all  lifers.  "The  Home  Secre- 
tary has  never  before  asserted 
a right  to  detain  a post -tariff 
lifer  simply  because  be  is  con- 
cerned the  prisoner  may  com- 
mit further  miprisonable  of- 
fences. non-violent  ones,  on 
release." 

He  added:  "What  is  being 
asserted  is  that  risk  to  life  or 
limb  of  the  public  is  no  longer 
the  test  for  release  on  licence, 
it  is  the  risk  of  further  of- 
fences being  committed.”  It 
meant  that  lifers  were  “for- 
feiting their  lives  to  the 
state." 


First  for  MwwfTlmlnwluyy 


Digital  camcorder  fifcning  is  the 
most  exeftbig  new technology 
breakthrough  for  yearsi 
And  the  now  CyberCam  from 
JVC  Is  quite  simply  the  most 
advanced  camcorder  ever. 

e With  a staggering  T80#00  pixel 
resolution,  the  CyberCam  produces 
ultra-sharp  images  that  are  ideal 
for  big-screen  viewing,  while  the 
lOOx  Super  Digital  Zoom  and  Image 
StabSser  provide  perfect  shake-free 
dose-ups. 

e Together  with  a choice  of  2-channd 
or  4-channel  stereo  aucEo  recorcfng, 
slow  shutter  mode  forbw-fight  work 
and  post-production  dgrtai  effects 
and  scene  transitions  for  creative 
edffing,  the  CyberCam  offers  you 
unfimited  creative  potential 

• Not  only  that,  you  can  even  use  the 
CyberCam  for  digital  stffl  photography, 
storing  up  to  720  images  on  a single 
60  minute  cassette,  ready  to 
download  into  your  PC,  documents  or 
onto  the  Internet 

• Best  of  an,  the  CyberCam  BtenaBy  fits 
into  the  palm  of  your  hand! 

• ft  aladete  up  to  the  most  advanced 
and  versatie  camcorder  ever 
produced  - and  you  can  only  see 
it  exduslvdy  at  Dixons  today! 


The  ultimate  digital 
camcorder — see  it  first 
at  Dixons 


.'illiifcs 


JVC 


A 


12 MONTHS, 
NTHESm 


GR-DVX 

CYBERCAM  DIGITAL  VIDEO  CAMERA 

• IQOx  digital  zoom.  • Colour  viewfinder. 

• High  resolution  130,000  pixel  LCD  monitor. 

• High  performance  stereo  microphone. 

• Digital  still  photography  option, 
e Auto-flash  for  low  light  operation. 

LARGER  STORES 


OPTION* 


Dixons  Deal  97 
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skin 

offers 

healing 

hope 


Chris  MihlD 

Medical  Correspondent 


ANEW  type  of  artifical 
skin  grown  in  the  lab- 
oratory from  cells  taken 
from  newly  circumcised 
babies  could  prevent  thou- 
sands of  diabetics  having  to 
undergo  leg  amputations,  doc- 
tors said  yesterday.  The  skin, 
called  Dermagraft,  is  to  be 
launched  in  this  country  next 
month  but  has  been  undergo- 
ing clinical  trials  on  people 
suffering  from  severe  foot  ul- 
cers caused  by  diabetes- 
Such  ulcers,  resulting  from 
the  nerve  and  blood  vessel 
damage  caused  by  diabetes, 
can  take  years  to  heal  and 
cost  thousands  of  pounds  to 
treat  In  many  cases  the  ul- 
cers become  so  extensive  that 
leg  amputation  is  necessary. 

The  artifical  skin  is  placed 
over  the  wound,  where  it  sec- 
retes cells  and  growth  factors 
that  allow  ulcers  to  heaL 
The  cells  were  derived  from 
foreskins,  but  now  the  compa- 
nies have  enough  cell  lines  so 
they  need  no  more  of  the  orig- 
inal material 

Michael  Edmonds,  consul- 
tant physician  at  King's  Col- 
lege hospital,  London,  who 
specialises  in  diabetes,  said 
that  because  the  fibroblasts 
were  so  extensive  and  fast 
growing,  just  one  foreskin 
could  produce  250,000  square 
feet  of  the  artifical  skin. 

Each  square  of  the  akin 
costs  around  about  £240.  but 
Dr  Edmonds  said  this  was 
cheap  compared  to  the  finan- 
cial and  personal  costs  caused 
by  diabetic  foot  ulcers. 

He  told  a London  press 
briefing  that  some  2 per  cent 
of  the  population  suffered 
from  diabetes,  but  they  con- 
sumed 10  per  cent  of  the  total 
health  care  budget  because  of 
lengthy  hospital  stays.  On  av- 
erage. healing  each  ulcer  cost 
about  £5,000,  and  some  pa- 
tients who  needed  months  in 
hospital  could  cost  £20,000. 

Dr  Edmonds  said  that  In  six 
patients  he  bad  treated  with 
hard-to-treat  ulcers,  three  had 
completely  healed  and  three 
had  significantly  unproved 
after  using  the  grafts. 

The  skin,  which  came  in  six 
inch  squares,  could  be  deep 
frozen  and  then  thawed  for 
use.  A piece  was  cut  to  size 
and  placed  over  the  ulcer.  The 
treatment,  which  could  be 
carried  out  by  a chiropodist 
in  out-patients. 


News  in  brief 


Court  upholds  gag 

on .'former  MI5  man 

individuals,  including  musicians,  it  considered  potentially 

Last  weekend  the  Government  obtained  an  injunction  froai 
Mr  Justice  Keene  after  the  Mail  on  Sunday  refUsMtosaywhat 
it  intended  topubll&h.  The  newspaper  said  later  it  would  have 


importance  which  would  have  revealed  MI5  incompetence  in 
the  banrUlnp  of  a serious  terrorist  incident”. 

- Mr  Justice  Hooper  yesterday  extended  the  which 

also  prevents  Mr  Shayler  from  further  breaches  rfthe  undei> 
taking  tkT' nrinflidfn'Ht>,ltr  "ignad  when  he  wined  MI5  six  - • 

years  ago. Richard  Nortan-Tr&lor  •••  • 


‘Voice  parades*  need  hearing 

Court  c#A|35KaljtHi^  yesterday 
wltizleadtogcouxu^toeaplorethenefwpolicexnethodofWtentiQr- 

jngsuspectsby‘‘voiceparades".,Ihey  adiourtKdyEstenlayg 

mMianrimoWlMi  .after  the  Crown’s  counsel  said 


hearing  over  a robbery  amvJcaonanBr  me  tjown  s wuwa 

poHoe  farces  were  anadous  lor  seme  guidance  over  voice  locntlfl 

cationparades.  • ' • 


Long  lost  ledger ...  A papyrus  manuscript  recording  an  overseer’s  accounts  of  beer  and  firewood  consumed  by  workmen  in  Egypt  circa  1200  BC.  It 
bad  been  missing  and  was  found  recently  in  University  College  London’s  Petrie  Museum.  Its  discovery  brought  joy  to  Dutch  Egyptologist  Jac  Janssen, 
now  living  in  England,  who  had  sought  it  since  the  sixties,  ffis  wife,  Rosalind,  the  Petrie's  curator,  brought  it  to  his  attention  photograph:  martin  arbles 


‘£2m  scam’  over  luxury  car  hire 


Search  warrants  executed  after 
claims  that  deposits  worth 
thousands  were  not  returned 


Paul  Brawn 


Detectives  from 

the  Serious  Fraud 
Office  investigating 
an  alleged  £2  million 
car  hire  scam  involving  Fer- 
raris  and  Porscbes  have 
raided  a series  of  addresses  in 
Buckinghamshire  and 
Warwickshire. 

Search  warrants  were  exe- 
cuted yesterday  against  car 
hire  companies  by  the  SFO 
and  Thames  Valley  fraud 
squad  after  a two-year  inves- 
tigation of  dozens  of  com- 


[ plaints  that  thousands  of 
I pounds  worth  of  deposits 
were  not  returned. 

Clients,  many  of  them  for- 
! eign  tourists,  were  charged 

deposits  of  £1,000  to  £3,000  for 
a week’s  hire  and  required  to 
hand  over  their  passports.  On 
returning  toe  car.  they  were 
refused  a refund  because  of 
alleged  damage. 

At  two  addresses  in  Buck- 
inghamshire and  one  in  War- 
wickshire documents  were 
removed  relating  to  the  hir- 
ing out  of  Ferraris,  Bentleys,  I 
Mercedes,  a Lotus  and  a 
Porsche.  j 


A second  case  involves  a 
conservatory  company,  Ash- 
j croft,  which  allegedly  charged 
deposits  and  sometimes  the 
full  price  of  an  order  in  ad- 
vance. when  for  a variety  of 
reasons  the  conservatories 
were  never  built 

A number  of  car  magazines 
hannprf  advertisements  from 
one  of  the  raided  mm  panics 
Marque  One  Rentals  pic.  a 
year  ago  after  readers  com- 
plained. Philip  Greenaway  of 
Top  Gear  Magazine  said  it 
bad  received  complaints  as  a 
result  of  accepting 
advertisements. 

Marque  One  Rentals  had 
then  changed  its  trading 
name,  first  to  Chequers,  then 
to  Trackday,  Elite  Rentals 
and  PCS  (Performance  Car  l 
Services).  Each  one  in  turn 
had  been  banned  from  adver- 1 


tirfng  after,  complaints  from 
readers  about  deposits  not 
being  returned. 

Information  was  swapped 
with  What  Car?,  Autocar, 
Car  Magazine  and  Perfor- 
mance Car  Magazine  to  try  to 
prevent  advertising  from  ap- 
pearing under  new  names.  All 
such  advertisements  were 
now  charged  in  advance. 

The  BBC  Watchdog  pro- 
gramme exposed  Marque  One 
Rentals  a year  ago,  before  it 
changed  its  name,  after  more 
than  50  complaints-  The  pro- 
gramme's Investigators  hired 
a car.  had  it  inspected  by  the 
RAC  and  kept  it  in  a garage 
during  the  hire  period,  but 
their  deposit  was  not 
returned.  A BBC  spokesman 
said  its  £1,000  had  still  not 
been  recovered.  Another  cli- 
ent of  the  company  was  Mus- 


tafa KabUay  of  south  London, 
who  decided  last  month  to 
“give  his  wife  a treat1’  by  hir- 
ing a Mercedes  convertible 
from  Elite  Rentals.  It  cost 
£1,300  for  a week,  plus  £3,000 
deposit,  and  his  passport  was 

held 

Mr  Kubflay  said  yesterday 
he  had  frequently  contacted 
the  company  to  try  to  get  his 
passport  back.  His  passport 
was  subsequently  returned 
and  he  was  promised  his  { 
£1,000  refund. 

Thames  Valley  fraud  squad 
confirmed  that  all  these  com- 
panies were  part  of  the 
investigation. 

A. Serious  Fraud  Office 
spokeswoman  said  inquiries 
into  the  companies  were  con- 
tinuing. The  Guardian’s 
to  the  their  answering  ma- 
chines were  not  returned. 


Places  la  visit 


Jhpsait 


Roman  Museum,  Both 
Tf  if  site  tobert  the  city 
begpn 2,000 years  ago. 


internet 


HomeCampus 


Parents 


Is  Leonardo 's  Mona  Lisa 
0u  most  famous 
picture  in  the  world? 

_ .. 


Make  the  most  of 
your  computer  to  benefit  your 
child's  education. 


There  s now  a home  teaming  sendee  on  the  Internet  that 
complements  the  way  your  children  team  at  school. 

Called  HomeCampus,  It  Is  a unique  interactive  educational 
service  designed  by  educational  experts  which  enables  parents 
to  improve  home  teaming  using  the  computer. 

Designed  for  parents  and  children,  it  gives  guidance  on  curricula 
subjects,  advice  on  education  In  the  UK  and  on-line  discussion 
groups  with  educational  experts. 

Besides  having  content  specialty  written  tor  HomeCampus;  a 24 
hour  news  feed  and  on-line  conferencing,  it  can  be  invaluable 
for  revision  and  homework. 

However  it’s  not  all  work,  there  are  competitions,  film  and  book 
reviews,  tips  on  howto  start  new  hobbles,  as  wen  as  suggestions 
on  days  out 

But  why  not  visit  the  web  site  and  dick  onto  Open  Area  and  see 
some  of  the  service  for  yourself? 

For  more  information  or  to 
subscribe  please  call  us  on  our 
helpline:  L esCaU034S  678  57a 


■■  V-  ■ ■ — a,*."- . 


Hundreds  of 
educational  web 
rites,  chosen 
by  subject 
specialists,  divided 

Into  curriculum 

categories.  These 
aflow  you  to  extend 
j your  leanring  at  your 
own  speed  aid  at 
! your  own  lewd. 


explosion 
near  army 


If  ,f|.  ■ I.,  , 

rerar  fMxnenngcon 


Detectives  in  wales 

yesterday  arrested  sev- 
eral people  following  a house 
explosion  which  killed  one 
man  and  critically  injured  an- 
other near  an  army  barracks 
earlier  this  week. 

Dyfed-Powys  police  said  a 
number  of  arrests  had  been 
made  and  those  detained  were 
being  questioned  about  stolen 
military  plastic  explosives. 

The  blast  on  Monday  ripped 
apart  a semi-detached  bouse 
on  a new  estate  at  Brecon, 
Mid  Wales. 

But  a police  spokesman  de- 
clined to  specify  how  many 
people  had  been  arrested.“AU 
have  close  connections  with 
Brecon  and  our  inquiries  are 
stffl  ongoing,”  he  said. 

Detectives  discounted  any 
terrorism  link  following  the 
explosion,  which  led  to  homes 
in  the  area  being  evacuated. 

The  body  of  Andrew  Crld- 
land.  aged  30,  was  later  recov- 
ered from  his  wrecked  house 
by  rescue  services. 

His  friend,  Paul  Homer,  36, 
was  still  "critically  01  but 
stable"  in  Neville  Hall  hospi- 
tal, Abergavenny,  yesterday. 

Several  8oz  sticks  of  stolen 
army  plastic  explosives  were 
found  by  police  in  a search  of 
Mr  Homer's  nearby  home 
following  the  explosion, 
which  occurred  only  a few 
hundred  yards  from  the 
army’s  Derring  Lines  base-  • 
Military  police  are  liaising 
with  Dyfed-Powys  police  in 
the  investigation 
Detective  Chief  Superinten- 
dent Jeff  Thomas,  who  is  lead- 
ing the  investigation,  has  said 
there  might  be  other  stolen 
explosives  in  the  area  and  has 
appealed  for  help  in  recover- 
ing them. 


£4-w 

per  month 

12  month  subscription 

r:40.00 


Judge  rejects 
complaint  over 
denial  of  place 
to  ‘bright’  girl 


JohwCanrel 
Education  Editor 


THE  High  Court  yesterday 

I rejected  a mother's  com- 
plaint that  her  “very  bright” 
daughter  was  being  denied 
entry  to  a Gloucestershire 
primary  school  because  the 
term  started  a few  days  before 
her  fourth  birthday. 

The  mother,  who  cannot  be 
identified,  said  the  gill’s  Intel- 
lectual skills  were  well  above 
average  for  her  age  and  her 
education  would  be  “signifi- 
cantly impaired”  if  she  was 
not  admitted  to  primary 
school  this  year. 

The  girl  would  he  four  on 
September  10  and  she  was 
only  three  weeks  younger 
than  other  children  in  the 
reception  class.  She  was  miss- 
ing out  on  a place  by  an  acci- 
dent of  birth  and  would  fall 
behind  her  peer  group  if  she 
bad  to  wait  another  year. 

Mr  Justice  Collins  said  it 
was  unfortunate  file  gild’s 
birthday  fell  “just  the  wrong 
side  of  the  line”,  but  he  could 
find  notiiing  unreasonable  in 
the  county  council's  policy  of 
restricting  early  admission  to 
“very  gifted  children”.  • 

He  fold  the  mother  her 
daughter  was  “very  bright”. 
The  council’s  educational 
psychologists  had  assessed 
her  as  “able”  and  “an  asset  to 
any  class  group”.  Her  perfor- 
mance in  intelligence  tests 
matched  the  standard  ex- 
pected of  the  top  5 per  cent  of 
four-year-olds. 

Earlier,  Lachlan  Wilson, 
counsel  for  the  mother,  said 
the  education  authority’s  pol- 
icy of  restricting  early  admis- 
sion to  “very  gifted  children” 
was  so  ambigous  that  it  was 
meaningless  and  unenforce- 
able in  any  rational  way. 


police  used  part  ofa  taped  interview  by  Heraey  which  the  shop 

owner  identified  as  the  robber's  voice  after  comparing  it  with  the 
voice  of  other  people. 

Hersey,  one  ofthefirstto  be  convicted  cm  voice  parade  evi- 
(jence,  f?  fhnlTp^ngt|i$nr^dgtton  aa  unsafe  and  thfl  method  of 
identification  as  unfair. 


Bankrupt  ‘ran  soccer  dub’ 

THTBfhrro«‘Tg"elBttd  soccer  manager.  Terry  Vapahles,  teamed  up 
wifohte  bankrupt  flnaimlal  adviser  tobetonm  Tottenham  Hot- 
spurFC  and  a West  End  nlgrtspot,acourt was  told  yesterday. 

Witiito  months  ofbelng  forbidden  by  law  to  become  involved  In 
company  management  Edward  Ashby  was  being  paid  £7&000a 
year  and  styling  himself  general  manager  of  the  Premier  League 
side,  it  was  claimed. The  52-yearoki—  later  at  the  centre  of 
dashes  between  Mr  Venables  and  Spurs  chief  Alan  Sugar — took 
a prominent  role  in  negotiating  a £6  million  finance  package  for 
the  White  Hart  Lane  stadium.  Richard  Latham  QC.  prosecuting, 
told  Knighfshridge  crown  court.  He  also  alleged  that  Ashby,  who 
owed  money  to  anumber  of  creditors,  became  company  secretary 
ctf  a London  nightspot  called  Scribes  West 
Ashby,  ofMfohurst,  Sussex,  defies  four  charges  of being 

Itnnrihwl  In  mannpingryrmpnnii»Rwhni»»Ti  lmHtar.hargpd 

bankrupt 


‘Magic  mushroom’  death 

AN  ASTHMATIC  clubber  collapsed  and  died  from  an  aHergic 
reactiontohaIhicinogenfo“magto  mushrooms"  in  a Bristol  night- 
dnb.  an  inquestheard  yesterday.  Abigail  Clay,  aged  20,  stumped 
to  the  floor  on  the  Thdda,  a floating  disco  in  Bristol  docks,  saying: 
Tin  really  tripping— Ineed  an  ambulance.”  She  was  taken  to 
hospital  bid  pronounced  dead  on  arrival  Ajar  containing  psllocy- 
bin,  file  haBucinogen  derived  from  the  psllocybe  mushroom,  was 
found  among  her  belongings.  Avon  district  coroner  Pan!  Forrest 
said  she  (fled  becaiuse  of  an  allergic  reaction  to  the  mushrooms, 
which  brought  on  asthma  and  respiratory  failure. 


‘Stamp  out  football  racism’ 

LEGISLATION  aimed  at  stamping  out  racism  at  football  grounds 
Is  in  need  of  urgent  reform,  leading  figures  in  the  game  heard 
yesterday-  Only  a handfol  of  the  22  million  fens  who  watch 
English  matches  each  year  are  prosecutedlbrradrt  behaviour, 
although  abase  is  regularly  heard. 

Brendan  Batson,  deputy  chief executive  of  the  Professional 
Footballers’ Association,  fold  delegates  to  an  anti-racism  oonfer- 
ence:  “The  act  needs  to  be  looked  at  Since  it  came  in  you  can 
count  almost  on  the  fingers  of  one  hand  the  number  of  prosecu- 
tkms  there  has  been.”  — ' Nick  Varley 


High  tea 


AN  ADSTRAUAN  baker  who  became  addicted  to  tea  made  from 
poppy  seeds was  consuming  daily  the  equivalent  of  six  times  the 
dose  of  morphine  that  can  killaheroin  addict  doctors  say  today. 

A repeat  in  the  lancet  describes  a man  with  a brain  seizure 
who  denied  drug  abuse  bat  admitted  to  drinking  two  litres  of  tea, 
madefram  4fcgof  poppy  seeds,  a day.  The  doctors  say  the  baker 
had  developed  extraordinary  tolerance,  daily  consuming  the 
equivalent  cf28teng  of  morphine.  — Chris  Mihill 
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Renewing  your  home  insurance 
in  September  or  October 
and  want  to  save  monev  ? 


If  you  are  50  or  over  call  free  ! 

0800  414  525 

quoting  reference 

GU9702  IHSUlCANCB  services 


Protect 
yourself 
from  the 
elements  with 
the  stylish 
Guardian 
International 
umbrella. 


TTss  large  blue  and  white  golfing  umbrella  features 
a fox  frame  and  wooden  handle,  £19.50.  Price 
includes  postage,  packing  and  handling  charges. 

To  place  your  order  please  fiH  bi  the  form  below  and  send  R to: 
Guarrflan  international  Offer, 

PO  Boot 355, 

Buahey,  Harts  WD22NA, 

UK 

wtth  a cheque  or  money  order  for  the  foil  amount  or  HU  in  your 
Vtaa/Mastercanf  detafta. 


Please  send  me_ Guardian  International  umbrella/s 

j at  £1950,  cost  £ 1 enclose  a cheque/  money 

j order  for  the  sum  of  £____  or  please  debit  my  Visa/ 
Mastercard  account. 

Card  No:  [ZD  1 I I I I I I i I I I I I I 


! Name: 


Address; 
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WORLD  NEWS  9 

Seven  dead,  1 92  hurt  in  triple 
suicide  bombing  in  Jerusalem 


^■tEVEN  people  were 
&^kjBed  and  19s  injured 
militant  Islamists 
armed  with  nail 
bombs  blew  themselves  up  In 
th?  wiMdia  of  a Jerusalem  pe- 
destrian precinct  packed  with 
Israelis  and  tourists  in  the 
second  suicide  bomb  atfaffV 
on  the  city  In  live  weeks. 

Hamas  Hainwi  responsi- 
bility as  religious  Jews  went 
about  their  macabre  of 
contacting  body  parts  for  or- 
thodox burial. 

In  the  United  Stales,  Presi- 
dent Bin  Clinton  said  sec- 

retary of  state,  Madeleine  Al- 
bright, would  go  ahead  with 
her  planned  trip  to  the  Middle 
Easton  Tuesday. 

He  said:  *Tt  is  dear  that  the 
perpetrators  of  this  attack  in- 
tended to  trtTi  both  innocent 
people  and  the  peace  process 
itself.  They  must  not  be 
allowed  to  succeed.  Every- 
thing possible  must  be  done 
to  stop  them.” 

Mrs  Albright,  in  Prague, 
said;  "We  stand  with  the 
people  of  Israel  in  the  fight 
against  tenor  in  their 
efforts  to  combat  those  who 
seek  to  destroy  the  hope  of 
peace.  We  cannot  give  in  to 
terror,  and  it  is  with  this  in 
mind  that  I plan  to  travel  to 
the  Middle  East” 

The  substance  of  her  visit  is 
likely  to  be  radically  altered 
by  the  bombing.  She  was  ex- 
pected to  tackle  the  substan- 

A soldier  consoles  an  Israeli  woman  bonified  by  the  carnage  of  the  suicide  bomb  attack  track- 

on  a crowded  plaza  in  Jerusalem  yesterday  photograph:  natiharmx  negotiations  aimed  at  a final 


settlement,  but  the  question 
of  Israel’s  security  is  almost 
certain  to  sideline  all  else. 
Israeli  police  said  the 

attack  appeared  to  have  been 

carried  out  by  three  bombas, 
who  detonated  explosives 
packed  with  nails  at  about 
3pm  in  the  heavily  crowded 
area  halfway  along  the  Ben 
Yehuda  pedestrian  precinct 

Survivors  sat  on  the  pave- 
ment. crying  and  shaking.  "I 
was  having  a diink  with  my 
friends/*  said  Abie  Mendel- 
sqd.  aged  18,  a Jewish  semi- 
nary student  from  Los 
Angeles. 

"We  were  Just  sitting  down 
! and  had  gotten  our  drinks 
and  were  going  to  toast 
T/haim’  to  the  [upcoming 
Jewish]  new  year.  We  bad 
jUfit  fJInltPii  OUT  gtaMMw.  and 
beard  the  explosion.  I beard 
my  friend  screaming.  I looked 


down  to  make  sure  1 could 
walk.  I saw  legs  without  a 
body,  and  fowi  I went  Into  A 
store.  I looked  in  the  mirror 

and  saw  blood.  I saw  my  hair 
was  burnt  oft" 

One  woman  was  rocking  to 
and  &o  with  her  hands  held 
over  bar  ears  as  paramedics 
distributed  bottles  of  mineral 
water  along  the  street 

Tsnw»T|i  phiiqa  sealed  off  Pal- 
estinian areas,  restoring  file 
ftiD  economic  blockade  which 
had  been  imposed  after  the 
previous  suicide  bombing, 
which  killed  16  people. 

Israeli  officials  woe  quick 
to  point  out  that  yesterday’s 
blast  happened  only  days 
after  that  blockade  was  par- 
tlaHy  lifted  allowing  a few 
thousand  Palestinians  to 
return  to  work  in  Israel. 

The  Palestinian  leader, 
Yasser  Arafat,  condemned  the 


bomb  attacks  yesterday  and  a 
senior  Palestinian  official 
Pledged  full  cooperation  with 
Israel  on  security  matters. 

The  mall  is  a tourist-trap, 
shaded  by  two  rows  of  trees 
and  lined  with  outdoor  cafes, 
restaurants  and  souvenir 
simps,  in  summer,  it  is  filled 
with  backpackers,  young  Is- 
raelis and  buskers. 

Sflvi  Yana  was  on  her  way 
to  buy  food  when  tbe  three 
bombs  went  off  within 
seconds  of  each  other.  "As 
soon  as  I went  into  the  shop.  I 
beard  a huge  explosion.  1 was 
Mown  into  tbe  shop,  and  we 
bid  under  the  desk  as  the 
other  bombs  went  off/’  Mrs 
Yana  slid.  “There  were  parts  1 
of  bodies  Dying  through!  the  1 
air.” 

The  owner  of  a pizzeria  at  1 
one  comer  of  Ben  Yehuda,  j 
calling  himself  Uzl.  described 


Netanyahu  warns  Arafat  to  act 


DRJDME  Minister  Benya- 
mr  min  Netanyahu  vowed 
Israel  would  act  against 
Palestinian  militants  if 
Yasser  Arafat  failed  to  do 
the  Job  following  the  triple 
suicide  bombing  In  Jerusa- 
lem yesterday  afternoon. 

“If  there  is  no  immediate 
change  ...  in  a wide-rang- 
ing action  against  all  com- 
ponents of  the  terrorist  in- 
frastructure, it  will 
indicate  that  the  Palestin- 
ian Authority  hasn’t  drawn 
the  conclusion  required , 
and  if  that's  the  case  we 


will  draw  the  required  con- 
clusions,’’ Mr  Netanyahu 
said  while  visiting  the 
bomb  victims  at  a Jerusa- 
lem hospital. 

Mr  Netanyahu,  elected  in 
May  1996  on  a promise  to 
deliver  peace  and  security, 
said  he  would  meet  the 
heads  of  Israeli  security 
forces  last  night  and  con- 
vene his  security  cabinet 
this  morning. 

“We  will  take  all  the  deci- 
sions required,”  he  said. 

He  rejected  assertions 
that  Mr  Arafat,  president  of 


the  Palestinian  Authority, 
could  not  act  against  mili- 
tant Islamist  groups  such 
as  Hamas  and  said  there 
could  be  no  peace  process 
when  attacks  took  the  lives 
of  innocent  people. 

After  two  suicide  bomb- 
ers killed  15  people  In  a Je- 
rusalem market  on  July  30, 
Mr  Arafat  rejected  as  a 
“dictate”  Israel's  demand 
that  he  make  mass  arrests 
of  Palestinian  militants. 

“We  are  not  ready  to  con- 
tinue in  this  way,”  Mr  Ne- 
tanyahu said.  — Reuter. 


how  body  parts  of  the  victims 
were  blown  Into  his  restau- 
rant “I  was  in  shock.  1 
couldn’t  do  anything  for  any- 
one,” he  said. 

Signs  of  renewed  anger 
among  Israelis  were  almost 
Immediate.  To  the  sound  of 
cheers  from  bystanders,  a 
banner  proclaiming  “Peace 
Now!"  was  torn  off  the  roof  of 
a building.  A group  of  Jewish 
demonstrators  gathered  on 
the  street,  chanting  “Death  to 
Arafat”. 

A telephone  caller  to  the 
French  Press  Agency  (AFP) 
directed  staff  to  a statement 
hidden  in  the  Palestinian  run 
town  of  Ramallah.  The  note 
claimed  the  attack  was  the 
responsibility  of  Izz  el-Din  al- 
Qassam,  the  military  wing  of 
the  Hamas  movement. 

Last  week,  a Hamas  leader, 
Abdel  Aziz  Rantlssl,  Indicated 
that  the  armed  wing  had  cur- 
ried out  the  July  double  sui- 
cide blast  and  threatened  fur- 
ther attacks.  Mr  Arafat  was 
lambasted  by  Israeli  officials 
last  month  for  embracing  Mr 
Rantissi  at  a public  meeting. 

Yesterday’s  attack  seemed 
to  bear  the  same  hallmarks. 
In  both  cases,  the  bombers  ap- 
pear to  have  stood  slightly 
apart  to  maximise  the  range 
of  the  shrapnel,  but  close 
enough  together  so  they  could 
co-ordinate  the  detonations. 

Both  attacks  took  place  a 
few  days  before  US  pear?'  mis- 
sions. The  main  difference 
this  time  was  that  there  were 
three  bombers  instead  of  two. 
and  the  choice  of  Ben  Yehuda 
mall  suggests  the  ronscious 
targeting  of  tourists. 
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IN  A SURPRISE  move  that 
looks  likes  retreat,  Ameri- 
can troops  yesterday  aban- 
doned their  checkpoints  on  a 
strategic  bridge  in  tbe  dis- 
puted town  of  Brcko  and 
handed  them  to  BosnianSerb 
police.  FOr  the  past  18  months 
the  troops  bad  been  guarding 
the  bridge  linking  the  Bos- 
nian-Serb  mini-state  with 
Croatia  across  the  river  Sava. 
Brcko  is  under  international 
arbitration  with  a judgment 
expected  in  the  next  few 
mrmthB  on  whether  11  should 
remain  in  Serb  hands  or  come 
under  Bosnian  government 
control.  American  officials 
presented  the  decision  as 
“part  of  a continuous  effort  to 
enhance  security”,  by  replac- , 
tag  stationary  guard  poets  . 
with  mobile  patrols. 

Britain,  meanwhile,  under- 
lined Its  commitment  to  the 
Dayton  peace  accords  by  ban- 
ning entry  to  the  UK  of  Mom- 
cilo Krajisnik,  the  Bosnian 
Serb  member  of  the  three- 
man  Bosnian  presidency. 

The  move  is  one  of  a series 
of  sanctions  threatened  by 
Nato  if  there  was  not  full  im- 
plementation of  Dayton  under 
an  agreed  timetable.  All  EU 
partners  are  to  take  similar 
action  against  Mr.  Krajisnik 
and  other  senior  Serbs. 

Determination  to  continue  a 
tough  line  on  Bosnia  was  sig- 
nalled by  the  Foreign  Secre- 
tary, Robin  Cook,  and  the  De- 
fence Secretary,  George  Rob- 
ertson, after  meeting  Bob  Gel- 
bard,  the  US  special  envoy. 

“Senior  politicians  in  the 
republic  of  Srpska  and  else- 
where in  Bosnia-Herzegovtaa 

must  understand  that  the1  in- 
ternational community  has  a 
firm  purpose  to  make  sure 
that  the  Dayton  peace  process 
is  carried  out  and-we  achieve 
our  objective  of  establishing  a 
democratic  multi-ethnic  soci- 
ety throughout  Bosnia-Herze- 
govlna,"  Mr  Cook  said: 

Mr  Robertson  stressed  Brit- 
ain’s commitment  to  bringing 
war  criminals  to  justice, 
while  Foreign  Office  officials 
made  it  clear  there  was  no 
question  of  negotiating  with 
Radovan  Karadzic,  the  former 
Bosnian  Serb  leader,  after 
reports  that  he  wants  to  dt* 
cuss  the  terms  of  his  trial  at 
the  Hague  Tribunal.  - 
Britain’s  standing  in  Bos- 
nia has  been  strengthened  by 
July’s  action  against  two 
wanted  Serb  war  criminals, 
one  of  whom  was  killed  in  a 
and  the  other  trans- 
ferred to  the  Hague.  _ 

The  ICG  also  toe*  Issue 
with  the  decision  by  theNato- 
led  forces  in  Bosnia  to  cede 
control  on  Tuesday  of  a televi- 
sion transmitter  to  loyalists 

supporting  Mr  Karadzic. 

Ihe  American  general  who 

/vnyimaTifbi  the  (OTCS5  in  JMMT- 

thern  Bosnia  signed  a pact 
with  Mr  Krajisnik  to  hand 
back  the  tower  in  return  for  a 
vague  promise  that  propa- 
ganda broadcasts  against  the 
stabilisation  force  would  stop. 


News  in  brief 


Arrest  of  Berlusconi 
associate  sought 

ARE&UECT  to  parliament  by  MBanmagistrates  for  authorisa- 
tion  to  arrest  Cesare  Previt^a  former  defence  minister  and  dose 
associate  of  Silvio  Berlusconi,  file  Italian  opposition  leader,  could 
herald  the  beginning  ofa  showdown  between  Mr  Berlusconi  and 
Milan's  antfgrafi  prosecutors. 

Therequest,  presented  to  parliament  on  Wednesday,  accuses 
Mr  Previti,  aged  63,  a member  ofthe  chamber  of  deputies,  of 
conspiring  to  corrupt  Rome  magistrates  and  claims  his  arrest 

t«i  esup-ntial  tn  praroriMriip  from  tampprjng  with  evidenre. 

M2an  pves^n^WTallegefiiat  Mr  Previti,  a lawyer,  and 
two  other  legal  colleagues  assisted  the  family  ctfNinoRovelli,  a 
chemicalsand  textiles  magnate  who  died  in 1990,  in  a legal 
dispute  with  tbe  Rome-based  merchant  bank  1MI  by  buying  the 
favours  ofRome  judges.  T5»  Rovellis  claimed  IMI  had  dispos- 
sessed them  cfthelr  industrial  empire  and  sold  ifoffata 
knockdown  price  when  they  ran  into  difficulties  in  the  1970s. 

In  1990  the  family  won  a staggering 670  billion  lire  (£240  mil- 
lion) in  compensation  from  IMI  in  a case  which  hinged  on  the 
mysterious  disappearance  of  aletter  in  which  IMI  conferred 
power  ofattameyon  its  lawyers.  . 

The  prosecutors  allege  that  Mr  Previti  and  his  two  colleagues 
received  some  67  billion  lire,  or  10  per  cent  of  the  damages  from 
IMI,  from  Nino  Rovelli’s  heirs,  despite  their  having  had  no 

official  role  in  the  proceed  tags.  MrPreviti  has  angrily  rebutted 

the  charges,  dainung  to  bea  victim  of  political  persecution.  — 
Philip  WlUan,  Rome, 

Fresh  massacre  in  Algeria 

SUSPECTED  Muslim  militants  killed  22  villagers  in  Ouled  El 
Arbi,  40  mites  sooth-west  of  Algiers,  in  a fresh  massacre  on 
Tuesday  night,  Algerlannewspapers  reported  yesterday. 

TTw  ArahirJ»ngiigffl  AT  THiflhar  said  10  children  find  Stx 

wcanen were  ambngthe  dead. 

The  killera  struck  towanis  midnight;  and  used  firearms  and 

knives  to  carry  out  the  killings,  the  paper  said,  without  giving 
further  details. 

• The  single  worst  massacre  in  nearly  six  years  cfbloodihed  in 
Algeria  took  place  last  wericnear  Algiers  in  an  attack  on  Sldi  Rais. 
The  government  said  publicly  that  98  people  were  killed  and  120 
wounded,  but  residents  and  newspapers  said  UP  to 800 died  in  the 
four  hours  of  carnage. — Reuter,  Paris . 

Leaders  review  Burundi  policy 

SIX  African  president  met  faTanranfoyesterday  to  review 
sancticms  and  policy  onBurundi  with  strong  signs  thatthe  hosts 
want  fom  action  against  Mafrr  Pierre  Buyoya’s  mllita^  regime. 

“Fbe  summit  tenet  a Tanranian  initiative,  it  is  a regional 
Initiative, " Cyprian  Majeogo,  a senior  Tanzanian  official,  said  in 
Dares  Salaam.  “It  will  discuss  what  action  tp.take  against  - 
Burundi  to  bring  them  bads  to  negotiations.” 

The  presidents  of  theDemocraticRejrablic  cC tbe  Congo,  Ethio- 


Journalist  faces  jail  for 
article  on  judge’s  son 


Fighting  flares 
on  rebel  island 


bia’&vice-presldait  and  tbe  mediator,  JaBus  Nyerere,  began 
closed-door  consultations  yesterday. 

Countries  in  Ok  region,  imposed  economic  and  political  sanc- 
tkmsagainstBuninditaOfnly  last  year,  days  after  MajBoyoya 

was  instaUedin  a coup  by  tteoverwhrimin^  Tutrix 

Reuter.  Dar  es  Salaam.  . 

Arms  shipment  vanishes 

A carrying 32,400 mortarfrHnbsfrom  Zimbabwe  to  Sri  - 


TOCtayrfflV 

Thaves^waslastseenQnJtiIy2mMad8ga8(^,andlnterpoJ, 

the  ihtfrMionai  poMne^ agency,  is  investigating  its  disappear- 
ance, according  to  the  newspaper.'  - 

Dinkimadc sources  said  yesterday  that  IntRiptaissued  an. 

international  alert  fix:  the  Status  Lhnnjssnl,wbfcb  was  flymgtM 
Greek  flagwhenhpickediqj  its  cargoflxnntheM^m^ueport 


•a**ti*m I..y  !»■■■<  ■ 

fa  Bangkok 


A MALAYSIAN  judge 
created  two  legal  prec- 
edents yesterday  by 
finding  a journalist  guilty 
of  contempt  of  court  and 
then.  In  a Judgment  observ- 
ers considered unusually 
harsh,  sentencing  him--  to 

Impriwtrment.  c 

Murray  Hlebert,  an  expe- 
rienced correspondent  for 
the  Hong  Kang-based  Far 
Eastern  Economic  Review, 
was  tnld  he  would  be  jailed 
for  three  months  and  must 
pay  the  costs  of  the  trial 
over  an  article  describing  a 
lawsuit  brought  by  the  wife 
of  a judge  when  their  son 
was  dropped  from  his 
school  debating  team. 

Canadian  Mr  Hlebert, 
aged  47,  was  allowed  to  go 
free  pending  an  appeal  on 
payment  of  £33.750  In  bail, 
in  addition  to  a bail  pay- 
ment of  £25,000  at  the  time 
of  conviction  on  May  30.  He 
has  also  had  to  surrender 

his  passport 

. Mr  Hlebert  and  Review  1 


News  in  brief 

Turkish  crash 
claims  33 

Thirty-three  people,  includ- 
ing two  Spanish  tonrists, 
were  killed  yesterday  when 
two  buses  collided  between 
Ankara  and  Istanbul  in  north- 
west Turkey,  the  Anatolian 
news  agency  said- 
The  agency  quoted  a local 
governor  as  saying  the  acci- 
dent happened  when  one  of  the 
drivers  fell  asleep- — Renter. 

Chechen  execution 

Russia’s  president,  Boris  Yelt- 
sin, yesterday  denounced  the 
■public  CTPCTtton  by  firing 
squad  in  Chechenia’s  capital. 
Grozny,  of  a man  and  woman 
convicted  by  an  Islamic  court 
of  murder,  calling  it  an 
unacceptable  '‘medieval’* 
act — AP. 

Border  deaths  . 

Russian  border  guards  in 
Tajikistan  have  killed  five 
I unidentified  gunmen  who 
tried  tn  cross,  south  of  Du- 
; shanbe,  into  the  former  Soviet 
republic  from  Afghanistan,  a 
Russian  military  source  said . 
yesterday. — Reuter.. 


cOeira  cm  May  2L  The  mortara  were  manufocturedbyfi»  state-  UN  protests 

L-l — *- > I — 


rrm  Zimbabwe  Defence  Industries.  ■ ■ 

Last  month,  the  beaded  ZD^  .qctorM  Tshinga  D^  and  - _ 


Tigers.  — AP.  Harare. 


Gang  steals  Van  Gogh 

A HIGHLY  organised  gang  offidevesstblB  fife  onb' weakly  • 

Vincent  Van  Gogh  held  at  the  Antwerp  Fine  Arts  Museum  on 

_ ■ * . ij ■ v...  TViA T/unnUffifllfi  Gflifi 


yesterday. 


*3ufitshistarfc  value  to  higher  fian  its  financial  value,  Mr 

Vsndanunesaid-  ”.•••.•  . ._  . ■ 

The  thieves,  who  broke  in  through  a window,  also  cut R»pte  in 


The  bead  cf  the  UN  refugee 
agency.  Sadako  Ogata,  is  to 
protest  to  Laurent  Kabila, 
president  of  file  Democratic 
Republic  of  Congo,  after  sol- 
diers erprilad  TOO  Rwandans 
and  Bunmdls  yesterday,  her 
spokeswoman  said- — Renter. 

Golden  transfer 

Croatia  will  cede  to  Holocaust 
. victims  its  share  in  the  Tripar- 
tite Gold  Commission,  respan- 
cihiw  for  returning  grid  stolen 
from  Jews  in  the  second  world 
war,  the  state  news  agency 
Hina  said  yesterday- — Reuter. 

Wicked  spell 

Police  in  Jakarta  said  yester- 
day  they  had  arrested  a self- 
proclaimed  sorcerer  accused 
of  raping,  at  least  200  women 
over  33  years. — AP. 


editor  Nay  an  Chanda,  who 
was  also  in  court,  declined 
to  comment. 

Judge  Low  Hop  Bing  said: 
“In  my  view,  for  far  too 
long,  there  appear  to  be  no- 
bated,  contemptuous 
attacks  by  and  through  the 
media  on  our  Judiciary.” 

Mr  Hiebert’s  problems 
began  with  an  article  pub- 
lished in  January  when  a 
Kuala  Lumpur  court  was 
hearing  a suit  brought  by 
Chandra  Sri  Ram  against 
the  International  School 
for  dropping  her  17-year- 
old  son,  Govind.  from  a de- 
bating team  trip  to  Taiwan. 
That  case  was  settled  out  of 
court. 

Mr  Hlebert  observed  that 
Govind  was  the  son  of  an 
appeals  court  judge,  Gopal 
Sri  Ram,  and  the  case 
seemed  to  have  moved 
quickly  through  the  judi- 
cial process.  Mrs  Chandra 
sued  Mr  Hlebert,  alleging 
contempt  of  court,  and 
Judge  Low  robustly  en- 
dorsed the  charge. 

Mr  Hleberfs  article  had 
“scandalised  the  courts  and 
the  judiciary”,  he  said.  “It 


is  high  time  our  judiciary 
shows  its  abhorrence 
towards  such  contemptu- 
ous conduct.” 

In  bin  affidavit,  Mr  Hleb- 
ert expressed  regret  to  the 
court  “if  what  I have  writ- 
ten is  incorrect”.  But  Judge 
Low  said  there  had  been  no 
apology. 

He  also  appears  to  have 
agreed  with  the  argument 
by  Mrs  Chandra’s  counsel 
that  a lenient  sentence 
would  send  the  wrong  slg- 
naL  Unless  Mr  Hlebert  was 
properly  punished,  the  law- 
yer argued,  the  press  could 
write  articles  of  this  sort 
every  day. 

Mr  Hiebert’s  lawyer.  Mu- 
hammed  Shafie  Abdullah, 
noted  that  no  Malaysian 
court  had  previously  found 
a journalist  in  contempt 
and  described  the  article  as 
“a  straightforward  attempt 
to  present  ...  the  facts  of 
one  particular  law  suit  in 
context”. 

Eta  had  asked  for  a fine, 
which  is  the  normal  penal- 
ty in  contempt  cases. 

Currency  crisis,  page  1 5 


neuter  In  Moroni 

Heavy  fighting  yester- 
day erupted  in  Mutsa- 
mudu.  the  main  town 
on  the  Comoran  island  of  An- 
jouan,  as  government  troops 
met  fierce  resistance  freon 
secessionists,  according  to 
sources  contacted  by  radio. 

By  afternoon,  the  Comoros 
government  claimed  Its  forces 
had  recaptured  all  strategic 
points  on  the  Island,  Includ- 
ing Mutsamudu. 

“The  Comorian  forces  have 
captured  the  strategic  points 
of  Anjouan  and  the  regional 
capital,  Mutsamudu,  as  well 
as  the  symbols  of  the  state 
including  the  presidential 
residence,”  a statement 
issued  by  President  Mohamed 
Tiki’s  office  said. 

The  fighting  started  early 
yesterday  east  of  Mutsamudu 
and  spread  into  the  town 
itself,  the  sources  said. 

A senior  French  military 
officer  told  reporters  yester- 
day: “Things  should  be  put 
Into  perspective.  This  is  not 
the  battle  of  Stalingrad  and 
the  intensity  of  combat  is 


pretty  low  according  to  our 
information.” 

President  Taki’s  govern- 
ment launched  an  assault  on 
Anjouan  early  on  Wednesday 
to  crush  a secessionist  revolt 
The  troops  attacked  Domoni 
town  and  the  airport  at 
Ouani,  east  of  Mutsamudu. 
before  moving  towards  the 
capital-  Many  people  were 
wounded  and  some  killed,  a 
senior  aid  official  said. 

The  Comoros  government 
on  Thursday  loaded  its  only 
commercial  plane  with  10 
stretchers,  15  kalashnikovs,  a 
rocket  launcher,  ammunition 
and  food  before  it  set  off, 
apparently  bound  for 
Anjouan,  witnesses  at  the 
main  airport  on  Grande 
Comoro  said. 

Anjouan  seceded  from  tbe 
Comoros  on  August  3 after 
months  of  protest,  civil  un- 
rest and  clashes  with  security 
forces  that  led  to  several 
deaths.  Moheli.  the  smallest 
island,  followed  suit. 

The  secessionists  want  a 
return  to  French  rule  or  inde- 
pendence from  the  Federal 
Islamic  Republic  of  the 
Comoros. 


Great  minds  meet  to 
debate  1 ,000  years 

Kate  Connolly  in  Prague  on  an  ambitious  attempt  by  the  world’s 
top  thinkers  to  come  to  grips  with  the  meaning  of  the  millennium 


INTELLECTUALS,  reli- 
gious leaders  and  politi- 
cians from  around  the 
globe  have  descended  on 
Prague  to  evaluate  the  past 
1,000  years  and  to  consider 
the  threats  and  challenges 
faring  mankind  on  the  eve  of 
a new  millennium. 

The  former  Israeli  prime 
minister,  Shimon  Peres,  the 
Dalai  lama  and  the  ex-South 
African  president  FW  de 
Klerk,  along  with  former 
presidents,  chancellors  and 
Nobel  Prize  winners,  have 
three  days  to  reach  their 
conclusions  within  the  walls 
of  Prague  castle. 

Forum  2,000:  Concerns  and 
Hopes  on  the  Threshold  of 
the  New  Millennium  was  the 
brainchild  of  the  Czech  pres- 
ident and  former  dissident 
playwright  Vaclav  Havel, 
and  the  Nobel  peace  laure- 
ate, Elie  WieseL  bom  out  of  a 
meeting  between  the  two 
men  in  Hiroshima.  Mr  Havel 
finalised  plans  this  year 
while  recuperating  from 
lung  cancer.  . 

The  intellectual  round 
table  alms  to  touch  on  what 
even  tbe  organisers  admit  is 
a rather  unwieldy  topic 
through  seminars,  speeches 
and  discussions  split  into  the 
categories  of  past,  present 
and  future. 

In  his  opening  speech. 
President  Havel  said:  “I 
would  be  happy  if  one  of  the 
messages  we  bear  is  a reflec- 
tion on  the  pride  of  modern 
man  who  thinks  he  is  master 
of  the  world  — the  creator 
and  not  a mere  component  of 
that  world.  This  dangerous 


pride  of  modern  man  has 
1,001  forms.”  The  recent 
floods  in  central  and  eastern 
Europe,  which  killed  49 
people  in  the  Czech  Repub- 
lic, highlighed  man’s  folly, 
he  said. 

But  many  resented  that 
the  “rendezvous  of  the  great 
and  good”,  as  a Czech  news- 
paper put  it,  was  taking 
place  in  a castle  on  a hilL 
away  from  the  people. 


process.  Shortly  after  his  de- 
parture. Elie  Wiesel,  chair- 
ing the  conference,  an- 
nounced that  three  bombs 
had  Just  exploded  in  Jerusa- 
lem. which  brought  the  busi- 
ness of  the  forum  into  sharp 
focus. 

As  the  net  curtains  of  the 
lTtb  century  Spanish  Hall 
blew  in  the  breeze,  the  60 
participants  at  the  round 
table,  called  to  order  by  a 


They  can  spout  their  theories,  but 
we’ve  got  more  practical  issues  on  our 
minds,  like  how  we’re  going  to  pay  for 
the  flood  damage.  These  guys  all  know 
what  the  others  think  anyway5 


“They  can  sit  up  there  and 
spout  their  theories,  but 
we’ve  got  more  practical 
issues  on  our  minds,  like 
how  we’re  going  to  pay  for 
the  Good  damage.”  said 
Irina,  aged  22.  “These  guys 
all  know  what  the  others 
think  anyway.” 

Some  Czechs  and  tourists 
were  did  come  close  to  one 
participant:  they  were 
stunned  to  see  a car,  bearing 
anjsraeli  flag,  stuck  at  a set 
of  traffic  lights,  and  carrying 
Shimon  Peres  through 
Prague  on  his  way  from  the 
conference.  He  had  delivered 
a spontaneous  speech  on  the 
necessities  of  need  to  learn 
mg  lessons  from  the  past, 
referring  to  the  ehaiipngp^  of 
the  Middle  Eastern  peace 


brass  gong,  rolled  up  their 
shirtsleeves  and  talked  to 
each  other  over  a large  navy 
blue  foam  globe,  the  symbol 
of  the  conference  which 
formed  the  centrepiece  of  the 
table. 

Mr  De  Klerk  spoke  of  the 
need  to  allow  the  expression 
of  multi-dimensional  iden- 
tity. "In  our  new  Bill  of 
Rights  we've  tried  to  create 
room  and  space  for  this  great 
cultural  diversity  In  South 
Africa,”  he  said. 

But  Sergei  Kovalyov,  a for- 
mer Soviet  dissident  and 
now  a representative  of  the 
Russian  Duma,  warned 
against  the  expression  of 
Utopian  visions. 

"We  should  not  expect  to 
have  a new  era  in  2.000,”  he 


said.  “We’ve  not  yet  learnt  to 
deal  with  many  of  the  prob- 
lems of  this  era.” 

They  offered  their  nuggets 
of  wisdom  and  experience 
talking  about  Nazism,  com- 
munism and  the  state  of  the 
environment. 

Ignatz  Bubis,  the  leader  of 
Germany’s  Jewish  commu- 
nity, sat,  concentrating  with 
his  glasses  propped  on  the 
end  of  his  nose,  while  the 
Dalai  Lama  shared  a joke 
with  ABC  Television  pre- 
senter, Ted  Koppel,  due  to 
chair  a panel  on  the  role  of 
the  artist  in  tomorrow’s 
world. 

But  the  clearest  message  to 
come  out  of  the  conference 
so  far  is  the  respect  which 
President  Havel  commands 
among  the  world's  leading 
thinkers.  “That's  why  so 
many  prominent  people  have 
accepted  his  invitation  to 
come  to  Prague,”  said  Lucy 
Pilipova,  one  of  the  forum’s 
directors. 

Madeleine  Albright  who 
is  also  visiting  the  confer- 
ence, made  a brief  statement 
to  journalists  at  the  Ameri- 
can Embassy  residence 
about  yesterday’s  suicide 
bombing  in  Jerusalem. 

She  said  that  she  had 
spoken  to  Israeli  Prime 
Minisiter  Benjamin  Netan- 
yahu and  that  her  ■‘heartfelt 
prayers  and  sympathies” 
went  out  to  the  families  of 
those  killed  and  injured,  in- 
cluding US  citizens.  Presi- 
dent Clinton  had  already  an- 
nounced that  she  would  still 
make  her  first  visit  to  the 
Middle  East  next  week. 
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Winnie  Mandela:  The  scandal  returns 


A doctor’s 


rh.  Friday  September  5 1997. 


Jerry  Richardson,  Winnie  Mandela's  former-  henchman, 
who  was  sentenced  to  death  for  the  Stompie  murder  nwHi  is 
suspected  of  helping  to  organise  the  Mlllng  of  Dr  Asvat 


Dawtd  Denatord  and 
Walty  RAbhele 
In  Johannesburg 


doo  never  replied  But  after 
nfR«»  hours  the  same  day  her 
chief  henchman,  Jerry  Rich- 
ardson, went  to  visit  the  man 
known  in  Soweto  as  “the 
people's  doctor”,  Abu-baker 
Asvat,  complaining  of  anal 
pain.  Dr  Asvat  recorded  the 
visit  on  an  appointment  card, 
writing  in  red  ink:  “Sent  by 
Winnie".  Next  morning,  the 
Stompie  story  broke.  liter  In 
the  day,  Richardson  returned 
for  a second  appointment 
Shortly  after  4pm  two  men 
shot  the  doctor  dead. 


a far  more  premeditated  and 
chining  act 

Suspicions  were  fuelled  by 
evidence  that  Dr  Asvat  had 
been  called  in  by  Mrs  Man- 
dela to  examine  Stompie, 
after  the  boy  had  been 
assaulted. 

The  doctor  Is  said  to  have 
established  that  the  boy  was 
dying,  advised  Mrs  Mandela 
there  was  nothing  he  could  do 
to  save  him,  and  urged  her  to 
take  him  to  hospital.  Dr  Asvat 
was  therefore  in  a position  to 
incriminate  Mrs  Mandela. 


Albertina . Slsulu,-  the  wife 
of  Walter  Sisulu,  Nelson  Man- 
dela’s former  right-hand  man, 
was  Dr  Asvat's  nurse  and  was 

present  in  the  surgery  at  the 

Hm»  of  his  murder,  but  has 
never  talked  about  it 
Mrs  Sisulu  has,  however, 
shown  an  intense  dislike  for 

Mrs  Mandela:  when  Winnie 

sent  a sheep  to  the  Sisulu 

household  as  a contribution 
to  celebrations  of  Walter’s 
release  from  'prison  in 
October  1988,  Albertina  sent 
itback. 


Mrs  Mandela  and  would  have 
had . every-  motive  to  smear 
her. 

But  the  police  officer  who 
Investigated  the  Asvat  mur- 
der, Lieutenant-Colonel  Henk 

Heslinga,  -has  gone  on  the 
record  as  saying:  ‘‘1  am 
convinced  that  it  was  ordi- 
nary robbery 1 — I am  100  per 
cent  convinced.” 

- Even  the  judge  at  Winnie's 
trial  In  1991  appeared  to  lean 
over  backwards  to  accept  .the 
shaky  — and,  since,  totally 
discredited  — alibi  offered  by 


The  doctor  is  said  to  have  established  the  boy  was  dying,  advised  Mrs 
Mandela  there  was  nothing  he  could  do  to  save  hint,  and  urged  her  to 
take  him  to  hospital.  Dr  Asvat  was  thus  in  a position  to  incriminate  her 
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/ Interest  Free  Credit 
fi O on  34  other  kitchens 
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A “Winnie  Mandela  Crisis 
Committee”  set  up  by  Soweto 
community  leaders  to  deal 
with  the  scandal  Is  known  to 
have  interviewed  Dr  Asvat 
before  his  death,  and  to  have 

had  reunflrrnatinn  from  him 

that  he  examined  Stompie 
and  that  the  boy  was  dying. 
But  members  of  the  commit- 
tee, too,  have  never,  publicly 

winflimwT  Wire 

Perhaps  even  stranger  was 
the  attitude  of  the  authorities, 
birfndrng  the  police  — Who,  it 
is  generally  assumed,  nursed 
an  extreme  prejudice  against 


[ her  defence,  purporting  to 
I show  that  she  was  hundreds 
of  miles  away  at  the  time  of 
the  assault  on  Stompie. 

One  newspaper  columnist 
commented  at  the  time:  “If 
the  feeble  efforts  by  the  state 
to  destroy  Mrs  Mandela’s 
alibi  during  her  trial  .was  any 
TndiratiprL.  they  would  have . 
been  happy  to  have  avoided  a 
prosecution.”  When  Richard- 
son was  tried  for  Stompie’s 
murder,  another  Judge  found 
on  the  evidence , that  Mrs 
Mandela  was.  in  feet,  present 
at  the  assault 


So  what  explains  ~thfs 
apparent  complicity  between 
bitter  enemies  on  the  side  of 
the  liberation  movement  and 
the. apartheid  state?  The 
search  for  an  answer  throws 
up  a coincidence  of  interests 
between  the  two  sides  — of 
which  the  public  was 
ignorant. 

In  1985,  peace  negotiations 
had  been  initiated  with  a 
meeting  between  Mr  Mandela 
and  the  than  justice  minister. 
Kobte  Coetzee.  Mr  Mandela 
had  stuck  his  neck  out  by 
agreeing  to  the  meeting  with- 
out prior  consultation  - with  . 
the  ANC  leadership  In 
Lusaka. 

By  July  1988,  the  sensitive 
taTfrft  had  reached  a suffi- 
ciently advanced  stage  for  a 
top  secret  meeting  to  take 
I place  between  the  jailed  ANC  - 
1 loader  and  the  then  president, 
p.  w.  Botha.  Mr  Mandela  — .. 
who  had  persuaded  theANC, 
president-in-exilej  Oliver 
Tambo,  to  go  along  with  the 
negotiations  — was  abso- 
lutely crucial  to  the  peace  ' 
Initiative. 

It  at  that  stage,  his  wife  had 
been  put  on  trial,  it  dearly 
, could  have  wrecked  the  talks. ' 
Is  that  why  it  took  the  au- 
thorities two  years  to  bring 
Mrs  Mandela  to  trial?  Is  that 
why  the  state  felled  to  prase-  -■ 
cute  her  for  the  deafo  cf- 
Stompie? 


Mandela  Football  Club  in  1988:  After  it  was  disbanded,  some  of  the  boys  — not  noted  for 
their  soccer  skills — lived  at  Winnie  Mandela’s  home  and  acted  as  her  bodyguards 


Timetable  of  kidnapping  and  murder 


29  December  1 980 

Mandela  Football  Club 
bodyguards  kidnap  five 
youths  from  Methodist  manse. 
Katiza  Cebekhulu  "turns”  end 
joins  football  dub.  Takes  part 
in  the  interrogation  and 
beatings  of  the  other  four 
youths.  Mrs  Mandela  claims 
Methodist  minister,  the  Rev 
Paul  Verryn,  has  been  having 
sex  with  the  boys. 

30  December  1 988  Dr 
Abu-baker  Asvat  examines 
boys,  but  cannot  confirm 
sexual  assault. 

31  December  1 988 Asvat 
believed  to  have  visited  Mrs 
Mandela  and  examined 
Stompie  Moeketsl  Selpei, 
racommendinghebetakento 
hospHal.  Jerry  Wchardson 
allegedly  told  to  take  Stompie 
away. 

1 January  1989  Stompie 
murdered. 

2 January  1989 Asvat  visits 
Mrs  Mandela's  homearoimd 
3.30pm.  Stays  about  half  an 
hour. 

6 January  1989  Kenneth - 
Kgase,  one  of  kidnapped 
boys,  escapes  from  Mis 
Mandela's  house  and  heads 
to  the  Methodist  Church 
headquarters  hi 
Johannesburg  to  report  what 
haa happened. 

7 January 1989  Stompie’s 
bodyfound. 

1 3 January  1989 Asvat 
visits  Mrs  Mandela  around 


6pm.  Her  attorney,  Ismail 
Ayob,  arrives  and  they  talk. " 
14  January  1989 Asvat 
meets  three  members  of 
Mandela  Crisis  Committee  in 
his  surgery  at  6pm. 

1 6 January  1 989  Thabiso 
Mono  and  Gabriel  Mekgwe 
released  from  Mrs  Mandela's 
home  and  handed  to  Crisis 
Committee.  Both  deny  sexual 
assaults  by  Venya 
1 7 January  1 989  Asvat 
has  further  meeting  with  Crisis 
Committee,  which  sends 
report  to  ANC  in  Lusaka. 

28  January 1 989 Guardian 
and  its  sister  newspaper  in 
South  Africa,  the  Weekly  Mail, 
approach  Mrs  Mandate's 
lawyer  for  com  merit  on  - 
articles  they  plan  to  publish 
next  day.  Richardson  visits 
Asvat's  surgery  5pm-6pm, 
when  Albertina  Sisulu  has  left, 
and  complains  of  a "pain  in 
the  anus".  His  medical  card  is 
fifled  out  in  Asvat’s 
handwriting.  Mrs  Mandela 
later  goes  to  police  to  lay 
charges  agakist  Verryn  of 
"rape"  of  Cebekhulu. 

27  January 1 989 Asvat 
gunned  down  in  his  surgery  by 
two  men  posing  as  patients. 

28  January 1989 Asvat 
buried.  Mrs  Mandela  attends 
funeral  with  football  team  In 
uniform. 

29  January  1989  Mrs 

Mandela  quoted  In  local  press 
claiming  Asvat's  death  was  a 


political  assassination  . 
because  he  was  only  person 
able  to  corroborate  her  story 
that  the  boys  had  been 
sexually  assaulted. 

3 February  1989  Nicholas 
Dtemini  and  Cyril  Mbatha 
arrested  in  connection  wtth 
Asvat's  death. 

1 6 February  1 989  Mass 
Democratic  Movement  issues 
statement  distancing  itself 
from  Mrs  Mandela. 

1 9 February  1 989 
Richardson  and  three  othere 
arrested  in  connection  with 
Stompie’s  death. 

3 November  1 989  Mbatha 
and  DJaminl  convicted  of 
Asvat’s  murder.  Motive: 
robbery. 

6 August  1990  Richardson 
sentenced  to  death  (later 
commuted  to  life)  for 
murdering  Stompie, 

24  September 1990  Mrs 
Mandela  charged  with  assault 
and  kidnapping. 

During  January  1991  Four 
of  eight  co-accused  in 
Mandela  trial,  including 
Cebekhulu,  jump  ball. 

14  Hay  1991  Mrs  Mandela 
convicted  of  kidnapping,  but 
cleared  of  assault,  and 
sentenced  to  five  years. 
Sentence  suspended  on 
appeal. 

15  May  1991  Cebekhulu. 
traced  to  Zambian  prison, 
where  he  Is  being  held 
against  his  will. 
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we  don’t 
Winnie 


-at the  moment 
of  reintegrating 


‘Both  Gabriel  and  Thabiso 
said  at  the  meeting  they 
were  heavily  assaulted  by 
the  Football  Club.  They 
allege  that  Winnie  herself 
took  part  in  assaulting  them’ 

‘They  were  not  taken  to  a 
doctor  but  were  treated  by 
members  of  the  Football 
Club.  After  recuperating, 
they  were  integrated  into 
Winnie’s  staff.  They  were 
made  to  clean  the  yard  and 
take  turns  to  guard  the  house 
atnighf 

‘According  to  both  Gabriel 
and  Thabiso,  they  were  told 
what  to  say  to  the  Crisis 
Committee.  At  that  stage 
they  obliged  because  they 
were  still  captive.  They 
withdrew  almost  everything 
they  had  told  us  including 
the  allegation  that  Rev  Paul 
Verryn  sodomised  them’ 

‘When  Winnie  was  informed 
about  thekdec|sions  of  the 
meeting,  tier  Response  was 
to  demand  a list  of  all  the 
people  at  the  meeting.  She 
seems  to  think  she  is  above 
the  community!  She  shows 
utter  contempt  for  both  the 
Crisis  Committee  and  the 
community* 


Stompie  Moeketsi:  Died  after  a beating  at  Winnie’s  home  for  being  a ‘police  Informer’ 


Winnie  Mandela:  Alleged  to  have  taken  part  in  assaults  and  ordered  murder  of  a doctor 


In  January  1989,  as  word  got  out  in 
Soweto  of  the  kidnapping  of  five  boys 
by  Winnie  Mandela’s  gang,  the 
Mandela  Football  Club,  community 
leaders  formed  a ‘crisis  committee’  to 
deal  with  the  scandal.  Frightened  by 
the  implications  of  Mrs  Mandela's 


involvement,  the  committee  sent  the 
following  report  to  the  president  of  the 
then  banned  African  National 
Congress,  Oliver  Tambo,  in  Lusaka  in 
mid-January  - before  the  murder  of 
Dr  Abu-baker  Asvat. 

Informed  of  the  committee’s 


findings,  Mrs  Mandela  demanded  a 
list  of  its  members  and  accused  it  of 
assisting  the  police.  The  committee 
consisted  of  key  figures  in  the 
liberation  struggle:  the  Rev  Frank 
Cbikane,  now  personal  adviser  to 
Deputy  President  Thabo  Mbeki;  Cyril 


Ramaphosa,  later  ANC  secretary- 
general;  Sydney  Mufamadi,  now 
police  minister;  Aubrey  Moekoena, 
the  former  head  of  the  Release  Nelson 
Mandela  Committee;  Sister  Bernard 
Ncube,  now  a member  of  parliament; 
and  the  Reverend  Beyers  Naude. 


rHE  Crisis  Committee 
was-  approached  by 
Comrades  from 
Tumahoie  as  well  as 
by  the  Methodist 
lurch  who  alleged  that 
innie’s  boys  have  kid- 
ipped  five  kids  who  were 
eying  at  the  Methodist 
lurch  mission  house  In  Or- 
ado  West  with  Rev  Paul 
srryn. 

We  approached  Winnie  who 
omised-to  give  , us  access  to 
e kids  so  that  we  could  see 
r ourselves!  She  tounedi- 
ely  asserted  that  they  came 
her  house  voluntarily  be- 

use  they  were  fired  of  being 

demised  by  the  priest  who 
giving  them  sanctuary, 
te  promised  that  the  kids 
mid  confirm  that  to  us 
sen  we  see  them.  - 
[The  names  . of  the  ktn- 
pped  kids  are:  L Gabriel 
Bkgwe/Ikageng  Potchef- 
rom;  2.  Thabiso  Mono/- 
ageng'  Potchefstrom;  3. 
itiza  Cebekhulu/- 

unmersdale;  4.  Moeketsi 
sipeil  better  known  as 
ample  to  his  comrades  — 
imahole,  Parys;  and  5. 
amy/Pretoria.)  • __ 
When  we  approached  Wm- 
e we  did  not  divulge  to  her 
at  we  knew  the  number  m 
is  involved.  The  reason  for 
is  was  that  Stompie,  the  14- 
ar -old  kid  from  Tumahoie, 
is  feared  dead  by  our  infer- 

mts.  Their  fears  were  based 

, Kenny'S  testimony  to  the 
feet  that  he  last  saw  Stem- 
i whan  the.  latter  was  taken 
ray  for  .“ftirther  interroe*- 
ns”  by  the  Football  Club 
lows.  - ■ - 

Apparently,  Stompie  .was 
then  already  badly  as- 
aited.  So  much  that,  accord- 
7 to  Kenny^he  could  not 
en  walk- Kenny  managed  to 
sroe  and  he  is  presently 


hospitalised  as  a result  of  the 
heavy  torture  he  received  in 
the  hands  of  - the  Football 
dub. 

We  baive  produced  Gabriel 
Mekgwe,  Thabiso  Mano  and 
KtttiTa  Cebekhuln  to  the  com- 
mittee. When  we  interviewed 
tham,  both  Gabriel  Mekgwe 
and  Thabiso  Mono  tried  to 
tell  us  that  they  left  the  mis- 
sion house  voluntarily . and 
asked  Winnie  for  protection 
against  Rev  Paul  Verryn’s 
sodomy. 

During  the  course  of  the 
interview,  we  noticed  that 
both  of  them  bad  scars  on 
their  bodies  — scars  which 
were  quite  fresh!  They  denied 

having  been  assaulted.  They 

maintained  that  the  tofariee 
on  their  bodies  were 
sustained  when  they  fell  from 
trees  at  the  mission  house.  - 

It  is  an  improbable  coinci- 
dence that  of  the  16  or  so  kids 
who  lived  at  the  mission 
house,  "the  reverend  could 
aodomise  only  those  who  had 
the  propensity  to  climb  trees. 

When. we  interviewed  Ka- 
tlza  Cebekhulu.  he  came 
across  as-a  person  who  under- 
stood no  language  other  than 
Zulu.  Somewhere  along  the 
way,  we  gained  an  impression 
that  he  is  a maverick.  This 
prompted  us  "to  ■ concentrate 
on  additional  issues.  We 
broke  him.  Consequently,  we 
established  the  following 
fi-om  him: 

□ That  both  Gabriel  and 
Thabiso  were  heavily  as^ 
sauhed,  Stompie  and  Kenny- 

were  also  assaulted.  - ■ 

□ That  he  (Katiza)  was  in- 
structed to-  contribute  in  as- 
saulting the -four.  He  himself 

was  not  assaulted.  ' 

□ He  believed  that  Kenny 
bad  escaped  but.be  sospe&eA 


□ He  (Katiza),  before  running 


away  from  Hammersdale,  was 
working  with  the  C.  R_  Swart 
security  branch.  He  main- 
tains that  he  did  this  because 
of  poverty.  He  was,  according 
to  him,  rejected  by  both  the 
UDF  (United  Democratic 
Front]  - and  Ink&tha.  He 
reckons  both  organisations 
were  after  him  and  he  there- 
fore decided- to  leave  the  area 
(Hammersdale).' 

Winnie  later  told  us  that 
she  has  went  both  and 
Xoliswa  [Falati  — later  Win- 
nie’s co-accused]  to  Lusaka. 


is  necessary  because  she 
seems  to  be  very  dose  to  both 
Winnie  and  the  .whole  Foot- 
ball Club.  She  was  heavily  im- 
plicated in  the  information 
we  received  during  our 
investigations.  •.  . 

Interestingly,  Zinzi  [Mrs 
Mandela's  daughter]  later 
told  us  that  Kenny  had  es- 
caped. She  made  no  mention 
of  Stompie.  This  reinforced 
our  suspicion  about  Stompie. 
We  also  kept  mum  about 
Stompie  at  that  stage. 

All  organisational  forma- 


was  imahle  to  attend  because 
he  is  house-arrested  (6pm- 
6am).  Gabriel  Mekgwe  and 
Thabiso  Mono  came  to  the 
meeting.  They  had  since  been 
released  — we  understand 
following  the  instructions 
from  yourself  and  Comrade 
Madlba  [Nelson  Mandela, 
then  still  in  jail]. 

Both  Gabriel  and  Thabiso 
said  at  the  meeting  that  they 
were  heavily  assaulted  by  the 
Football  Club.  They  allege 
♦hat  Winnie  herself  also  took 
part  in  assaulting  them.  They 


According  to  both  Gabriel 
and  Thabiso,  they  were  told 
what  to  say  to  the  Crisis  Com- 
mittee. At  that  stage  they 
obliged  because  they  were 
stm  captive.  They  withdrew 
almost  everything  they  had 
told  us,  including  the  allega- 
tion that  Rev  Paul  Verryn  so- 
domised them. 

The  meeting  took  the 
following  resolutions: 

□ That  Winnie  be  ap- 
proached and  be  instructed  to 
produce  Stompie. 

□ That  all  progressive 


Crisis  managers 


Key  figures  in  the  liberation  struggle  who  were  members  of  the  Crisis  Committee:  (From  left  to  right)  Rev  Frank 
rfrOrano.  Cyril  Ramaphosa.  and  the  Rev  Beyers  Naude.  The  committee  sent  its  report  to  Oliver  Tambo  (right). 


presideirt-in-esile  of  .the  then  banned  African  National  Congress 


This  is  what  prompted  us  to 

t-nlro  thja  step  Of  COTtUlHWltart- 

ing  with  you  — ■ hope&lly 
whilst  tiie two  areln  Lusaka. •• 
We  believed  thatXolfewa 
vuS  te  reflected  to.  the  memo- 
randum alluded  to  above)  can 

n»'  understand  her  role 

in  the  whole  rigmarole.  This 


tinne  that  are  Soweto-based 
held  a meeting  to  discuss  the 
issue.  Present  at  the  meeting 
were  Methodist  priests  in- 
cluding Rater  Storey,  both 
S.M.  [Mr  Mufamadi]  and  our 
sister  from  the  Crisis  Com- 
mittee attended  the  meeting. 

Aub  Mok  [Mr  Moekoena] 


were  not  taken  to  a d octor  but 
were  treated  by  members  of 
the  Football  Club.  After  recu- 
perating, they  were  inte- 
grated into  Winnie’s  staff. 
They  were  marie  to  ciaan  the 
yard  and  were  drafted  into 
teams  that  take- turns  to 
guard  the  bouse  at  night 


.1 


organisations  should  no 

longer  give  her  a platform. 

□ That  the  Football  Club  be 
dismantled  forthwith  — lest 
the  community  dismantle  the 
dub  for  her. 

D That  from  now  henceforth, 
she  must  desist  from  creating 
an  impression  that  she  speaks 


on  behalf  of  the  people. 
□ That  neither  Krish  Naidoo 
nor  any  other  progressive 
lawyer  in  the  country,  should 
act  for  her. 

(Apparently.  Krish’s  part- 
ners have  taken  a decision  to 
sever  ties  with  her.  Krish 
seems  to  be  reluctant  to  do  so. 
We  advised  him  not  to  put  his 
practice  in  jeopardy  by  going 
against  the  decision  of  his 
partners.  Besides,  our  under 
standing  was  that  he  was  long 
asked  not  to  act  for  the 
family). 

We  were  later  informed 
that  those  resolutions  were 
later  ratified  by  the  Cosatu 
Johannesburg  Shop  Steward 
Council. 

When  Winnie  was  Informed 
about  tiie  decisions  of  the 
meeting,  her  immediate 
response  was  to  demand  a list 
of  all  the  people  who  were  at 
the  meeting.  She  seems  to 
think  that  she  is  above  the 
community!  She  shows  utter 
contempt  for  both  the  Crisis 
Committee  and  the 

community 

She  has  started  accusing 
the  Crisis  Committee  of  all 
sorts  of  petty  things,  like: 

□ That  the  Crisis  Committee 
is  conniving  with  the  commu- 
nity. Reason  for  the  accusa- 
tion: when  the  community 
organisations  invited  us  to 
the  meeting  we  obliged. 

□ The  Crisis  Committee  com- 
municates with  Madiba  and 
O.  R.  [Tambo]  behind  her 
back. 

□ The  Crisis  Committee  is  as- 
sisting the  police  by  investi- 
gating this  abduction 
allegation. 

□ The  SACC  [South  African 
Council  of  Churchesl  told  the 
Christian  Institute  (transpar- 
ent references  to  Frank  [Chi- 
kanej  and  Beyers  [Naude]; 
are  wolves  in  sheepskins. 


This  she  said  to  our  faces. 
She  does  not  seem  to  know 
that  the  Christian  Institute 
was  banned  years  ago. 

When  we  Insisted  on  de- 
manding Stompie.  she  said 
that  we  must  leave  this  to  the 
police. 

We  are  raising  this  issue 
because  we  are  imploring  you 
to  act  on  the  following: 

Xoliswa  and  Katiza. 

Help  us.  Map  out  the  way 
forward  in  relation  to  the 
following  fundamentals  per- 
taining to  Winnie’s  political 
life: 

a)  Is  there  any  point  in  con- 
tinuing to  maintain  the  Crisis 
Committee?  We  promise  that 
if  you  feel  so,  we  win  continue 
to  make  our  humble  contribu- 
tion. However,  your  input 
will  be  necessary  — 1a.  in 
helping  redefine  the  new 
terms  of  operation  designed 
to  meet  this  new  ghastly  situ- 
ation that  Is  developing  be- 
fore our  very  eyes. 

b)  Is  there  a possibility  (at  the 
moment  we  don’t  see  any),  of 
reintegrating  Winnie  into  the 
community?  Some  Ideas  are 
required  regarding  to  this. 

She  told  us,  and  she 
repeated  this  to  a Church  del- 
egation made  of  Rev  Otto 
Mbangula  (Methodist),  Father 
Smangaliso  Mkhatshwa  and 
Bishop  Birth  elezi,  that  she 
was  contemplating  holding  a 
press  conference  in  which  she 
will  publicly  announce  that 
she  is  resigning  from  the 
ANC. 

We  do  not  know  what  this 
means!  We  asked  her  to  hold 
back  pending  a meeting  be- 
tween her  and  a full  comple- 
ment of  the  Crisis  Committee 
which  can  only  take  place  to 
mid-February,  given  that 
both  F.  C.  [Rev  Chlkane]  and 
b.n.  [sister  Ncube]  are  still 
abroad. 
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Winnie  faces  accusers 

South  Africa’s  future  cannot  be  built  on  lies 


DEEP  in  the  foundations  of  the  new 
South  Africa  a time  bomb  has  been 
ticking  away  ever  since  the  possibility 
that  Winnie  Mandela  might  be  guilty  of 
murder  was  first  reluctantly  recog- 
nised. That  her  reign  in  Soweto  was  an 
arbitrary  and  violent  one  is  now  widely 
known.  There  were  excuses.  The  apart- 
heid state  was  forced  to  cede  her  a 
certain  influence  but  could  not  of  its 
nature  allow  her  any  normal  political 
role.  Like  other  ANC  leaders,  she  had  to 
make  decisions  in  circumstances  where 
police  penetration  and  betrayal  by  com- 
rades who  had  been  suborned  or  black- 
mailed were  constant  realities.  The  task 
of  trying  to  preserve  a defiant  zone  of 
autonomy  in  the  face  of  a hostile  gov- 
ernment could  slip  by  degrees  into  an 
attitude  of  rivalry  toward  others  who 
by  any  rational  understanding  were  on 
the  same  side.  In  resisting  the  illicit 
and  unrestrained  power  of  the  authori- 
ties areas  of  illicit  and  unrestrained 
power  could  and  did  spring  into  being, 
mirror  images  of  what  they  were 
opposing. 

But  there  comes  a point  where  the 
excuses  have  to  stop,  and  we  may  be 
about  to  reach  it  The  ANC  on  the  whole 
managed  to  maintain  some  standards  of 
behaviour.  Where  it  did  not,  it  is  begin- 
ning to  admit  it,  although  the  full  story 
has  yet  to  be  told  of  the  detention  camps 
in  which  many  ANC  men  were  Impris- 
oned, sometimes  tortured,  and  some- 
times killed.  The  accumulation  of  evi- 
dence in  recent  months  suggests  that 
Winnie  could  be  tied  directly  to  the 
actual  death  of  Stompie,  the  14  year  old 
boy  found  with  his  throat  cut  on  a 
dump  in  Soweto  in  1989.  It  is  perhaps 
more  important  that  it  also  suggests  a 
tie  to  the  death  of  a dedicated  Indian 
doctor  who  had  previously  been  Winnie 
Mandela’s  ally  and  friend  but  who  may 
have  refused  to  sign  false  medical  docu- 
ments and  who  might,  had  he  not  been 
murdered,  have  given  key  evidence 


about  the  death  of  Stompie.  Mrs  Man- 
dela was  found  guilty  of  kidnapping 
Stompie  and  other  youths  in  a 1991 
trial,  from  which  a key  witness  was 
unexpectedly  absent,  but  eventually  es- 
caped with  a fine.  Both  that  witness, 
and  two  others  among  the  accused  at 
that  trial,  who  were  found  guilty  and 
who  were  jailed,  are  now  believed  to  be 
ready  to  give  new  evidence,  as  is  one  of 
the  men  found  guilty  of  the  murder  of 
the  doctor. 

Mrs  Mandela  was  sometime  ago  sub- 
poenaed by  the  Troth  and  Reconcilia- 
tion Commission  to  face  questioning.  It 
is  true  that  the  witnesses  concerned  are 
all  themselves  compromised  men,  and 
have  given  conflicting  testimony  in  the 
past  The  commission  will  have  to 
weigh  that  against  other  factors,  but  it 
now  faces  a crucial  test  It  must  show 
itself  as  vigorous  in  the  pursuit  of  the 
truth  over  this  case  as  over  those  in- 
volving the  old  regime's  agents.  The 
question  of  Mrs  Mandela's  responsi- 
bility or  guilt  is  also  critical  because 
she  remains  a major  political  figure  in 
South  Africa.  She  aspires  to  be  a kind  of 
alternative  to  her  former  husband  and 
his  associates  — more  radical,  more 
populist,  more  African.  That  there 
should  be  such  an  opposition  is  inevita- 
ble, and  probably  to  be  welcomed.  But 
the  absolutely  central  premise  implicit 
in  the  setting  up  of  the  country’s  Truth 
and  Reconciliation  Commission  is  that 
the  country’s  ftiture  cannot  be  built  on 
a basis  of  lies.  Mrs  Mandela  ought  not 
to  be  regarded,  any  longer,  as  an  excep- 
tion, for  whatever  reason.  That,  unhap- 
pily, was  an  attitude  which  protected 
her  in  the  past  from  criticism  just  at  the 
timg  when  her  own  behaviour  was 
crossing  the  limits  of  what  was  accept- 
able or  could  be  put  down  to  the  strains 
of  the  fight  against  apartheid.  It  thus 
contributed,  at  the  very  least,  to  the 
tragedies  that  still  have  to  be  fully 
investigated. 


An  Asian  Tiger  eats  its  words 

Malaysia  retreats  from  its  battle  against  the  world  markets 


WHATEVER  the  Oriental  equivalent  of 
humble  pie  is,  the  Prime  Minister  of 
Malaysia,  Dr  Mahathir  Mohamad  will 
have  been  eating  it  yesterday.  Last 
week  he  promised  a £12  billion  share 
support  fond  and  imposed  a ban  on  the 
short  selling  of  key  stocks  in  an  effort  to 
stave  off  the  catastrophic  40  per  cent 
fell  in  Malaysia’s  stock  markets  since 
March.  He  blamed  foreign  speculators 
and  threatened  to  imprison  Malaysians 
who  aided  them.  This  would  have  been 
a bit  like  King  Canute  not  only  ordering 
the  tide  to  go  back  but  taking  revenge 
on  the  deck  chair  attendants  if  it  didn’t 
Unsurprisingly,  Malaysia’s  measures 
had  the  opposite  effect  to  what  was 
intended.  Instead  of  reassuring  interna- 
tional investors  it  frighted  even  more 
away.  Nor  will  Dr  Mahathir's  threat  to 
use  people’s  pension  funds  to  buy 
shares  no  one  else  wants  be  reassuring 
to  footloose  investors  — apart  from  the 
ghost  of  Robert  MaxwelL 
Yesterday,  however.  Dr  Mahathir  an- 
nounced the  end  of  the  ban  on  short 
selling  on  the  debatable  grounds  that 
such  activities  had  now  come  under 
control.  He  also  announced  delays  to 
key  infrastructural  projects  in  order  to 
curb  public  spending.  None  of  this  will 
come  as  any  surprise  to  seasoned  mar- 
ket watchers.  During  the  1960s  the 
Labour  government  would  often  stand 
firm  in  the  face  of  a collapse  in  the 
markets  and  blame  speculation  on  “the 
gnomes  of  Zurich’’  (whatever  happened 
to  them?)  only  to  do  a U-turn  shortly 
afterwards.  Dr  Mahathir’s  U-turn  may 


have  been  influenced  by  Hong  Kong’s 
new  Chief  Executive,  Tung  Chee-hwa, 
who  said  yesterday  in  Kuala  Lumpur 
that  Malaysia  should  not  be  unduly 
worried  over  the  current  selldown  in 
the  country’s  financial  markets  because 
the  fundamentals  of  the  economy  were 
good.  Earlier  this  week  Mr  Tung  had 
taken  a genuinely  Canutian  line.  He 
admitted  that  he  couldn’t  stem  the  wave 
of  international  selling  — which  had 
sent  Hong  Kong  shares  crashing  —and 
stated  that  in  the  new  era  fluctuations 
would  be  left  to  the  markets  to  sort  out 
This  came  as  balm  to  investors  whose 
fears  of  Beijing  interventionism  were 
removed  at  a stroke.  The  result  was  a 
record  10  per  cent  rise  in  the  Hang  Seng 
index  the  day  after  (thereby  proving 
that  sometimes  Canute  can  control  the 
waves  after  all). 

If  there  is  a moral  in  all  this  it  is  that 
no  one  country  can  hope  to  stem  the 
tidal  wave  of  money  moving  around  the 
world  on  its  own  and  especially  not 
when  its  shares  or  the  currency  are  in 
free  fell.  A large  number  of  countries 
acting  in  concert  have  a slightly  better 
chance  but  only  if  they  choose  the  right 
tactical  moment  and  don't  try  to  defend 
economically  indefensible  situations. 
Those  countries  that  live  by  markets 
and  for  whom  international  investment 
is  a vital  ingredient  of  growth  can’t 
hope  to  tarn  the  wheel  on  which  they 
turn.  If  Asia’s  Tiger  economies  learn 
the  right  lesson  from  the  setbacks  of 
recent  months  they  will  emerge  stron- 
ger in  the  long  term. 


The  protocol  of  protocol 

Like  Diana  it  has  now  been  reclaimed  by  the  people 


AMONG  culprits  arraigned  since  the 
death  of  Princess  Diana,  few  have  taken 
more  flak  than  protocol.  The  public 
thinks  the  Palace  should  fly  the  flag  at 
half  mast  If  protocol  says  not  so  much 
the  worse  for  protocol  But  what  Is 
protocol?  It's  a set  of  rules  for  doing 
things  as  previously  done.  The  term 
derives  from  the  Greek,  meaning  “first 
glued."  When  people  yearn  to  be  rid  of 
it  what  they  really  seek  is  to  ditch  old 
protocols,  as  first  glued  together,  and 
replace  them  with  fresh  ones. 

For  instance:  old  protocol  reserves 
state  funerals  for  top  rank  royals  or 
winners  of  wars;  Diana  was  neither, 
she  gets  a lower-drawer  funeral.  New 
protocol  won’t  have  that  The  people 
loved  her.  She  was  royalty’s  super-star. 
New  protocol  says  Saturday  ought  to  be 
the  greatest  occasion  London  has  ever 
seen.  Old  protocol  said  the  flag  flies 
over  the  Palace  only  when  the  monarch 
is  there,  and  never  at  half  mast  since 


when  one  monarch  dies,  another  takes 
over.  New  protocol  said:  the  nation’s  in 
mourning.  The  Palace  should  mack  that 
with  the  same  kind  of  symbolism  as 
everywhere  else.  Old  protocol  said  the 
processional  route  was  a matter  for  the 
Palace.  New  protocol  said  Diana  was 
the  People’s  Princess,  this  was  the 
people’s  occasion,  and  the  Palace 
should  do  as  the  People’s  Prime  Minis- 
ter said.  Old  protocol  said  a monarch 
was  not  required  to  offer  a public  trib- 
ute to  the  deceased.  New  protocol  said 
she’d  be  hammered  in  the  tabloids  until 
she  did.  Old  protocol  made  no  provision 
for  Elton  John.  New  protocol’s  got  him 
Old  protocol  says  these  choices  are 
made  by  grave  and  reverend  seigneurs. 
New  protocol  attaches  more  weight  to 
the  citizen  in  the  supermarket  and  the 
editor  of  the  Sun.  Like  the  Institution  of 
monarchy  and  the  tradition  of  the  stiff 
upper  lip.  the  status  of  protocol  has 
been  changed  for  ever  this  week. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


The  subjects 
speak... 

IN  1990  Lord  Tebblt  suggested 
I that  Mack  British  citizens 
did  not  show  sufficient  loyally 
to  mia  country  to  pass  his 
“cricket  teat”.  Anyone  who 
witnessed  fee  number  of  Mack 
people  outside  fee  palaces  ex- 
pressing their  grief  at  Diana’s 
death  would  find  little  credi- 
bility in  Tebbifs  views.  The 
nation  weeps.  Mack  and  white 
alike 

David  Sparks. 

27  FrintanRoad, 

London  E63EZ- 


recalled  fee  assassination 
in  Dallas  in  1963  and  how  it 
pinnp^  hfan  at  Oxford  Univer- 
sity. The  only  man  who 
remembers  where  he  wasn’t 
on  fee  day  of  Kennedy's  death. 
Jerry  Dennis. 

4B  Gerridge  Court, 

Gerridge  Street, 

London  SEl  7QF. 

Editors  are  telling  us  they 
merely  provide  what  tiAar 
customers  are  keen  to  pay  fbr. 
Isn't  feat  what  crack  deMas 
do? 

GregBrierley. 

St  Kitts,  WychHiU, 

Woking,  Surrey  GU22  OHA. 

Following  the  death  of 

Kim  Il-Sung  in  1994.  public 
outpourings  of  grief  cm  fee 
streets  was  seen  as  the  morbid 
symptoms  of  a personality 
cult.  The  demise  of  the 
“People’s  princess”  has  led  to 
Britain  overtaking  Korea,  fbr 
once,  by  exporting  such  rit- 
uals world  wide. 

Liz  Malone. 

Junction  Rood, 

London  N19. 


MANY  years  ago,  I saw 
Diana's  Mini  in  Kensing- 
ton High  Street  (although  she 
wasn’t  driving  it  at  fee  time) 
and  yet  I have  not  been  in- 
vited by  the  BBC  to  take  part 
in  a TV  discussion.  I feel 
rejected. 

John  Sheeran. 

3 Southfield  Rise, 

Cheltenham  GL53  9T,tt 

l A /HAT  is  going  to  be  done 
V V wife  the  numerous  books 
of  condolence  once  Diana  has 
finally  been  laid  to  rest?  Is 
someone  likely  to  be  charged 
with  storing  them,  or  are  they 
simply  going  to  be  binned? 
Simon  Pocock. 

38  Warrington  Road, 

Ipswich.  Suffolk  IPi  3QU. 

I ET  the  floristry  industry  be 
l— the  first  to  place  fee  first 
few  million  pounds  into  a 
Princess  of  Wales  Memorial 
Foundation. 

Helen  Caruana-Gallzia. 

75  Quentin  Road, 

London  SE1S  5DG. 


Making  waves 

ITlS  not  quite  accurate  to  de- 
scribe the  Government's  ban 
cm  the  dumping  of  nodear 
waste  and  phasing  out  of 
chemical  discharges  to  sea  as 
bringing  an  end  to  the  “dilute 
and  disperse”  mentality  of  the 
previous  administration 
(Time  to  drive  out  the  North 
Sea  pervert,  September  3). 

A glaring  omission  from 
Michael  Meacher’s  announce- 
ment was  the  lack  of  a similar 
commitment  to  ban  the  dis- 
charge of  untreated  or  par- 
tially treated  sewage  into  the 
sea.  Within  fee  space  of  fee 
last  month  fee  Environment 
Agency  has  approved  South- 
ern Water's  proposals  to  dis- 
charge the  greater  part  of  fee 
Isle  of  Wight's  sewage 
through  a long  sea  outfall  Into 
the  English.  Channel  The 
same  water  company  has  pro- 
posed to  deal  similarly  wife 
all  sewage  produced  In  fee 
Brighton' area  (which  is  quite 
a lot  — up  to  160,358  cubic 
metres  per  day,  to  be  precise). 
Charlie  Hopkins. 

Surfers  Against  Sewage. 

2 Rural  Workshops. 

Wheal  Kitty. 

St  Agues,  Cornwall  Tie  ORD. 


When  hysteria  took  hold 


I CANNOT  believe  the  mass 
hysteria  sweeping  the 
nation  over  Princess 
Diana's  death.  Yes.  it  la  a trag- 
edy, but  it  should  not  be  affect- 
ing our  daily  lives  to  this  ex- 
tent I have  no  objection  to 
people  grieving,  if  feat  is  how 
they  feeL  However,  I suspect 
Hint  there  Is  an  rfumw*  of 
“being  seen  to  do  be  doing  fee 
right  thing”,  a kind  of  morbid 
peer-pressure,  not  Just  wife 
the  Establishment  but  also  the 
public  at  large.  “Have  you 
signed  fee  book  of  condo- 
lences yet?" 

h Is  Impossible  to  escape  the 
Tnowmtng-  fee  madia  are  in  a 
lachrymose  frenzy,  torturing 
us  with  their  exaggerated  sor- 
row. There  must  be  same 
other  news  worth  repenting. 
Conrad  Jacobson. 

2 Bazhfidd  Road  South, 
Didsbury,  . 

Manchester  M206D A. 

■AM  not  sure  that  “spiritual 
■yearning"  describes  the  ex- 
traordinary response  to 
Diana's  iWwih.  Since  Sunday 
night  I have  spent  a consider- 
able amnmit  of  time  in  Pall 
Mall  meeting  people  waiting 
to  sign  the  books.  What  is  dis- 
tressing is  the  extent  to  which 
so  many  of  us  seen  to  live  oar 
lives  ferougi  other  people  — 
wife  the  subsequent  dlminish- 
mentcfnsall. 

As  for  fee  churches  failing 
to  meet  this  spiritual  need  — 
that  is  so.  But  when  we  do  be- 
come more  accessible  it's  an- 
other story.  I have,  for  exam- 
ple. encountered  nothing  but 
good  will  and  gratitude  for  ar- 


ranging  for  a vigfl  for  Princess 

Diana  at  St  James’s, 
Piccadilly. 

Donald  Reeves. 

Rector,  St  James’s  Church. 

197  Piccadilly, 

London  W1VQLL. 

I AM  having  trouble  detect- 
ing the  “national  mood  of 
mourning"  feat  we  keep  bear- 
ing about  Nowhere  have  I 
fowi  tears  or  M«^k  armbands, 
and  for  most  people  it  would 
appear  to  be  business  as 
nsuaL  The  most  frequent  com- 
ments I’ve  heard  regarding 
the  episode  are  complaints  at 
fee  pancwUarinn  of  fee  foot- 
ball, and  at  fee  sycophantic 
state  of  fee  TV. 

John  Wangford. 

47  Cranbrook  Drive, 

St  Albans,  Herts  AL40SR. 

■CANNOT  help  but  feel  that 
■fee  media  are  whipping  up 
fee  genuine  sadness  felt  by 
many  people  into  some  sort  of 
mafia  hysteria.  I hope  feat: 
people  become  aware  that 
fhete  feelings  are  betag  manip- 
ulated arid  remember  that 
Diana’s  and  Charles’s  families 
have  a right  to  mourn  in  fee 
way  feat  they  see  fit 
(Dr)  Louise  White. 

45  St  Nicholas  Road, 

Brighton. 

A RENT  a large  percentage 
of  fee  individuals  griev- 
ing for  Diana  likely  to  have 
bought  the  papers  feat  printed 
fee  pictures  that  were  taken 
by  fee  paparazzi  that  “drove" 
her  to  her  death?  It  is  ting 
rapid  inversion  of  public  opto- 


km — drtven  by  her  beatifica- 
tion in  most  media  organs  — 
that  fa  of  interest  How  deep 
does  guilt  go? 

(Dr)  Alan  White. 

Department  of  Sociology, 
University  df  East  London. 
LongbridgeRoad, 

Dagenham,  Essex  RMB  2AS. 

A LITTLE  more  than  24 
#Wurars  after  Diana's  death, 
fee  Royal  Navy  and  British 
Army  Equipment  Exhibition 
at  Farnbaxough  went  ahead  as 
pbmnwd-  This  aims  fair  win 
result  In  the  export  of 
weapons  which  wifi  cause 
many  more  deaths  than  one 
tragic  car  crash  last  weekend. 
Why  were  there  no  official 
calls  for  fee  event’s  postpone- 
ment, especially  in  view  of  Di- 
ana’s concern  about  land- 
mines? We  really  need  to  ask 
serious  questions  about  the 
extent  to  which  public  opinion 

has  been  mampnlatwi  end 
about  who  benefits. 
PanlBarber. 

8 HOD  GarflflrtR.  ' 

London  WC2N4EH. 

I WAS  shocked  like  everyone 
else  to  hear  of  Diana's  vio- 
lent death.  But  just  what  is 
“curmudgeonly,  dever-dever 
. . (or)  . . nasty-minded’’  (Let- 
ters, September  2)  about  feel- 
ing detached  from,  or  curious 
about,  this  nation's  unprece- 
dented outpouring  of  collec- 
tive grief  and  shame?  Am  1 
less  than  ordinary  because  I 
don’t  feel  fee  same? 

■InUan  Hmnmnnd 

8 Eleanor  Road, 

Manchester  M21 9FZ. 


By  royal  disappointment:  a monarchy  out  of  touch 


■THAT  the  royal  family  can 
I issue  & statement  thanking 
people  for  their  support  and 
prayers  following  Diana’s 
death,  shows  that  once  again 
they  have  singularly  missed 
fee  point  Most  of  the  royal 
family  should  be  the 

country  not  for  support,  but 
for  forgiveness.  The  public 
display  of  grief  at  Diana's 
death,  and  the  show  of  sup- 
port, is  for  her  two  sceas,  and 
not  fbr  the  family  who  treated 
their  mother  so  badly . 

Chris  Healey. 

49  North  LingweR  Road, 

Leeds  LSlO  3SP. 

THE  royal  family  tiwnk  fee 
I public,  “who  are  sharing 
them  tremendous  sense  of  loss 
and  grief.  In  a mature  democ- 
racy, citizens  expect  fee  head 
of  state  to  share  in  fee  nation ’s 
grief,  not  fee  other  way  round. 
Roll  on  the  republic. 

Tony  Saggers. 

5 Alwyne  Road, 

London  NlZHH. 


l A/HY  don’t  those  people 
VV  who  were  clamouring  to 
see  a member  of  the  royal 
family  make  a speech  to 

thorn,  anrf  for  at  Buck- 
ingham Palace,  realise  that  it 
was  precisely  this  kind  of  un- 
necessary, demanding  intru- 
sion into  rightful  privacy,  so 
selfishly  voyeuristic,  that  got 
Princess  Diana  killed  in  fee 
first  place?  Do  they  think  that 
the  royal  family  was  not 
grieving  Just  because  they 
hadn't  seen  them  do  it  In 
public? 

Petlca  Watson. 

38  Morpeth  Mansions, 
Morpeth  Terrace, 

London  SWlPlET. 

PACE  Ian  Jack's  letter 
(September  4).  I agree 
with  Dorothy  Rowe  that 
Prince  WXDiam  and  Prince 
Harry  were  cradly  treated  by 
their  father  on  the  day  of 
Princess  Diana’s  death.  My 
father  died  when  I was  14.  My 
sister  and  I had  to  be  “good 


iwc*/  ivx*r  i cant-  stamp  ?... 
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The  art  of  making  money 


YD  UR  essay  by  Arnold 
Wesker  (Welcome  to  the 
real  world,  art,  August  30) 
contains  fee  most  pertinent 
analysis  of  how  fee  media  in. 
dustry  serves  commercialism 
first  and  creative  art  a poor 
second.  The  Arte  Council  also 
responds  first  to  hyped-up 
fashions  and  loud  exhibition- 
ists. If  even.  Wesker  can  expe- 
rience feat  “strand  at  rude- 
ness" and  cynicism  in  “fee 
means  of  production”,  then  I, 
at  my  level,  can  only  confirm 
ft  is  all  too  common,  and 
dismissive. 

Many  Hollywood  types,  and 
obviously  others  involved  In 
publishing  and  TV.  would  say 


that  “the  audience  defines  fee 
product”.  This  is  absolute 
tosh.  The  public  cannot  see  or 
read  what  they  refuse  to  pro- 
duce, and  Armani-suited  ac- 
countants ride — OK? 

Jeffrey  C Wheeler, 
l Hoarestone  Avenue, 

Whifcestons, 

Nuneaton  evil  4TD. 

THE  only  real  power  of  an 
artist  is  to  embarrass  and 
annoy.  AH  Wesker  seems  able 
to  do  is  to  whine  and  regurgi- 
tate old  platitudes,  wallowing 
in  a mire  of  patriarchy. 

Peter  Sutton  Verity. 

55  Bncklands  Road. 
Teddington,  Middx  TWll  9QS, 


girls”  and  not  show  our  feel- 
ings to  anyone,  especially  our 
mother.  Now  in  our  forties, 
we  both  stQl  deal  daily  wife 

the  consequences  of  this  in- 
complete grieving  and 
cruelty.  Nobody  intervened 
cm  our  behalf,  even  though 
many  people  must  have 
known  we  were  a broken  fam- 
ily in  crisis. 

I am  not  prepared  to  stand 
by  now  and  seethe  same  mis- 
takes repeated  without  regis- 
tering in  this  public  way  my 
anger  and  disgust  at  the  treat- 
ment of  the  two  princes.  The 
whole  Windsor  family  needs 
help. 

Sarah  A Woods. 

30  Elizabeth  Road, 

Henley  on  Thames, 

Oxon  RG9 1RG. 

GOD  save  us  from  our 
Queen. 

JMasana. 

42  Stanmore-Road, 

Turnpike  Lane, 

London  N153PS. 


A Country  Diary 


Ms  Paglia  meets 
her  critics 

\ A IHILE  the  rest  of  the 
VV  nation  expresses  genuine 
grief  at  the  tragic  death  ctf. 
Diana,  your  pages  have  been 
soiled  by  that  ego-maniac 
Camille  Pagfia  (A  gift  Diana 
squandered.  September  4).  Her 
insuBing  references  to  the  A1 
jfayed  family  are  beyond  belief 
and  probably  fibeDous- 
Most  of  us  would  like  to  see 
something  positive  emerge 
from  Diana's  death.  To  give 
column  indies  to  somebody 
whose  main  intention  seems  to 
be  to  pick  over  the  bones  of 
tills  tragic  death  to  promote 
her  own.  self-important  agenda 
was  a lapse  of  judgment 
Nigel  Wade. 

14  Skddan  Drive, 

Dalrymple  KA6  6DD. 

SPARE  us  any  more  of 

finmfflft  Puglia's  unbeliev- 
able guff  She  displays  appall- 
ing disrespect  and  spite 
towards  Dodi  Fayed.  And  the 
tmpHrnHnm  that,  for  Charles  to 
fan  fin:  a woman  “without  any 
conventionally  appealing  fe- 
male attributes",  must  mean 
that  he  has  some  “strange  psy- 
chodrama  going  on”  ts  misogy- 
nist  nonsense.  I thought  Paglia 
was  meant  to  he  some  sort  of 
feminist  If  so,  she  does  the 
movement  a great  disservice. 
Miranda  Kemp. 

79  Amwdl  Street, 

London  ECIR 1UT. 

MS  Faglia’s  commentary  is 
little  more  than  paparazzi 
feminism. 

Evan  Metz. 

University  of  Westminster, 

309  Regents  Street 
London  Wl. 

YES,  Dodi  Fayed  may  have 
been  the  last  in  a line  of 
unworthy  lovers,  but  surely 
even  fee  most  granite-hearted 
of  tabloid  reporters  would 
have  shunned  away  from  such 
vulgar  descriptions.  They  tdl 
us  more  about  the  author’s 
lack  afhumanity. 

Debbie  AndalO. 

39  Harlesden  Road, 

St  Albans,  Herts. 

I MUST  say  how  perceptive  I 
thought  Ms  Paglia’s  piece 
was.  It  could  only  have  been 
written  by  someone  looking 
from  afar,  and  not  so  emotion- 
ally involved.  I do  take  issue 
wife  her  remarks  about  Dodi 
Fayed:  be  was  someone's  son, 
and  in  their  eyes  his  death  is 
just  as  Important  as  is  Diana’s 
to  her  family,  and  to  us.  Other- 
wise, an  excelteil  piece  of  per- 
ceptive and  rational  journal- 
ism. which  needed  to  be 
written  to  bring  us  SR  bade  to 
earth. 

Card  BurdetdtL 
10  St  Michaels  Gardens, 
Winchester  SQ239JD. 


NORTHUMBERLAND:  I am 
riding  along  old  drovers* 
roads  on  our  Pennine  moors, 
or  more  accurately,  trekking 
at  a sedate  pace.  All  about  us 
is  heather  and  cotton  grass, 
rush  and  Small  lichen  rocks. 
Our  leader  has  checked  with 
local  gamekeepers  to  be  sure 
we  are  imt  . interrupting  shoot- 
ing. "We  are  all  users  erf  this 
countryside,"  she- said.  "And 
harvesting  grouse  brings 
much-needed  employment  to. 
the  area."  This  year  must  be  a 
vintage  one.  grouse  are  every- 
where, as  well  as  a pied  wag- 
tail. a pair  of  spotted  flycatch- 
ers and  a buzzard.  These  are 
identified  by  one  of  fee  group, 
an  ornithologist  with  binocu- 
lars around  his  neck.  I regret 
not  having  mine,  but  thought 
1 would  be  too  occupied  wife 
the  reins  of  my  pony.  The 
vocabulary  of  the  red  grouse, 
the  cock  bird’s  strident  orders 
to  “go-back,  go-back”  when 
disturbed,  the  “kwok-ok-ok- 
ofc"  of  evident  pleasure  and 
the  female’s  gobbling  hen-like 
crooning  are  such  lovely 
sounds.  2he  grouse  is  an  im- 
mense hardihood,  snow  offers 
no  terrors  and,  in  health,  fee 
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mature  bird  is  proof  against 
almost  every  vagary  of  our 
climate;  tt  is  when  disease 
strikes  feat  it  is  unable  to 
hold  its  own.  Young  grouse 
are  unique,  among  British 
birds.  They  feather  early  and 
are  able  to  ran  and  feed  as 
soon  as  they  are  dry  from 
hatching.  Even  when  tiny,  a 
disturbed  brood  can  scatter 
short  distances  over  the 
heather,  a useful  survival 
technique  against  predators: 
Within,  days,  fee  flight-prima- 
ries appear  and  the  chick  can 
support  Itself  on  short  flights. 
Within  three  weeks  it  can 
cover  several  hundred  yards 
on  the  wing.  At  the  head  of 
the  dale,  Allenheads  is  con- 
spicuous by  its  evidence  of 
forinar  lead  mining  Our  sure- 
footed hfll  ponies  cross  the 
wild  strip  of  moor  to  Coal- 
cleugh  (dough  in  this  county 
is  the  same  as  dough  in  Der- 
byshire) and  proceed  down 
the  dale  past  Ninebank* 
where  we  pause  to  visit  an  old 
fortified  tower.  The  fourhotfr 
exercise  has  been  conducted ' 
at  an  easy  pace,  so  as  to  rajoy 
this  lovely  valley, 

VERONICA  HEATH 
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wanting 


Decca  Aitkenhead 


WITH  every  hour 
that  passed  this 
week,  according  to 
one  newspaper  edi- 
torial, “the  public  grief  for 
Diana  became  more  palpa- 
ble". We  could  “read  it  in  the 
heartfelt  messages”,  ami  we 
could  “see  it  in  the  tidal 
waves  of  flowers”,  rtmering 
around  in  the  first  be- 
wilderment for  truths,  here 
was  one  thing  on  which  Brit- 
ain could  agree:  the  mt\tm 
was  grieving. 

As  the  week  moved  on,  so 
another  consensus  developed 
further.  Commentators  awed 
by  the  astonishing  response 
to  Diana’s  dpath  nsVpri  them- 
selves what  it  could  mean, 
and  declared  it  a testament 
not  merely  to  the  depth  of 
public  grief;  but  to  a transfor- 
mation in  British  character. 
No  longer  the  land  of  choked 
reserve,  we  are  a nation  at 
ease  with  displays  of  ernnHcm. 
In  short,  a truly  modem 
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Emily  Barr 


A BIG  '‘welcome  home" 
to  Jonathan  Aitkea. 

Yon  may  recall  that, 
rarlier  in  thesommer,  the 
Inary  made  an  appeal  as  to 
the  former  minister's 
whereabouts,  concerned 
that  he  hadnot  been  seen 
since  his  abortive  trip  to 

College  Green  on  July  16. 

He  was  soon  spotted  in  Can- 
terbury. the  nearest  town  to 
his  country  retreat,  the 
White  House  in  Sandwich 
(once  his  constituency 
home,  the  White  House  is 
registered  to  a Panamanian 
company).  Now,  however, 
he  is  back  In  the  capital  - 
Yesterday,  my  colleague 
Luke  Harding  was  strolling 
down  Lord  North  Street  in 
Westminster,  Aitken’s 
other  address.  Noticing  the 
relevant  door  ajar  and  the 
downstairs  lights  blazing, 
he  paused,  only  to  see  the 
man  himself  pull  up  in  the 

family  jeep.  Aitken, 
apparently,  looked 
“relaxed  and  tanned".  The 
two  men  did  not  speak, 
which  is  a shame,  as  Luke 
had  about  his  person  the 
manuscript  of  a book  he  has 
just  finished  writing,  en- 
titled The  Liar:  The  Fall  Of 
Jonathan  Aitken  (published 
by  Penguin  in  time  for 
Christmas).  Jonathan  can't 
be  very  busy  at  the  moment: 
I’m  sure  he  would  have  wel- 
comed an  offer  of  employ- 
ment doing  some 
proofreading. 


THE  Diary,  it  seems,  ‘ 
has  shamed  foul- 
mouthed  Geoffrey 
Boycott  into  cleaning  np  his 
act  Yesterday,  we  printed 
selected  highlights  of  a tele- 
phone conversation  be- 
tween the  legendary  York- 
shireman  and  a BBC 
reporter,  in  which  Geoff 
took  grave  exception  to 
being  offered  £29  for  three 
minutes*  work.  He  opined 
that  the  producer  had  “the 
brains  of  a f***ing  choco- 
late mouse"  (the  f-word  ap- 
peared eight  times  in  the 
brief  exchange).  Today, 
however,  my  colleague 
Simon  Bowers  phoned  to 
offer  a fiver  for  his  detailed 
predictions  for  the  NatWest 
Trophy  final  (always  best 
not  to  make  these  calls  one- 
self if  possible).  "There’s 
nothing  I want  to  say  abont 
it,"  he  said  tetchflybut 
cleanly.  “Five  pounds,  £10. 
£20,  it  doesn’t  matter.  Tm 
working  for  the  Beeb/’And 
after  a fraught  silence,  he  - 
was  gone. 
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country.  It  is  a beguiling  ac- 
count, and  cote  I was  well- 
disposed  to  accept  It  is  only 
when  yon  walk  past  Kensing- 
ton Palace  yourself  or  watch 
the  queues  as  they  file  down 
the  Mall,  that  the  exact  oppo- 
site become  apparent  The  im- 
pulse driving  those  crowds 
here  is  a powerfhl  and  rmpor- 
taut  emotion.  But  I do  not 
think  it’s  grief  and  it  is  any- 
thing but  modem. 

Most  of  the  mill  ions  are 
making  this  journey  not  in 
grief-stricken  mounting  for  a 
woman  they  never  knew,  but 
from  a desire  to  locate  them- 
selves in  the  spot  where  his- 
tory wiE  for  once  reach  out  to 
them,  as  they  hnAQe  in  their 
ones  and  twos,  pluck  them  up, 
and  bring  them  fewfaftr  gath- 
ered together  in  a collective 
historic  experience. 

We.are  told  .that  the  queues 
to  -Sign  Hip  crantr^UmrA  bnrfnt 
are  mraaCTmahly.  1/mg,  and 
name  effort  should  be  made  to 
shorten  them.  And  yet,  as  you 
watch  them  queue  in  toe  driz- 
zle through  toe  night,  ft  be- 
comes clear  that  the  longer 
these  queues  get  the  happier 
everyone  becomes.  Were  it 
possible  to  pop  down  and  sign 
your  nany»  in  20  nihnites  in 
your  lunch-  hour.  Pm  not  sure 
anyone  would  come.  ■ 

The  stories  that  ahnimH  of 
people  bonding  in  the  queue 
are  reported  as  a touching 
sideshow,  when  in  fact 


they're  toe  real  story.  People 
are  queuing  precisely  in  order 
to  get  cold  and  wet  and  tired, 
and  to  meet  Sue  and  Karen 
from  Bury,  and  share  their 
bulimia  stories,  swap  pic- 
tures of  their-  lads,  and  feel 
like  they’ve  known  each  other 
all  their  lives,  and  premise  to 
keep  lh  touch  when  at  last 
they’ve  their  naimw 

and  c an  go  back  to  their  real 
lives.  Life*  ttw  fane  who  camp 
out  for  Tim  Henman  at  Wim- 
bledon. what  draws  them 
there  is  not  toe  star,  but  some 
longing  to  play  a part  in  a 
nMWwnfnnt;  occasion. 


THE  public  expression 
of  what  we’ve  mis- 
taken for  grief  also  ful- 
fiite  another  Amotion, 
»nii  thfa  is  evident  on  the 
feces  of  all  those  gathered  at 
toe  palaces,  and  in  toe  voices 
of  people  at  bus  stops  toe  next 
day,  as  they  describe  toe  flow- 
ers they  chose  for  her.  Here  at 
last. is  a for  us  to 

demonstrate  both  to  each 
other  and  ourselves  that  we 
are  not  individuals 

lM(1lngnTii«lMir'lh»MJ  and  that 
we  still  yearn  to  do  something 
good  and  right. 

In  a time  when  do-gooder 
has  become  a tabloid  Insult, 
when  charity  workers  are  as- 
sumed to  be  l*nn  inwyluin^, 
and  Scout  leaders  to  he  paedo- 
philes, this  Simple  opportu- 
nity to  he  publicly,  incantro- 


vertihly  good  is  being-seized. 
Discreet  pleasure  is  there  in 
the  same  facw  everyone  out- 
side St  James's  Palace  has  put 
on  — sober  and  awed,  but  also 
silently  redeemed.  The  inordi- 
nate public  pleasure  token  in 
toe  picture  of  a punk  with  a 
wreath  look!  even  social 
deviants  care!  maybe  we're 
OK  after  all  — was  equally 
revealing. 

This  is  not  the  seme  as 
grief  Grief  in  bereavement  is 
a-  searing,  stomach-twisting 
agony  which  consumes  aH; 
the  "grief'  cf  those  giving 
tender  quotes  to  tabloid  Di 
dedhatkm  hrftiinos  the  sort 
of  sorrow  you  can  indulge  and 
even  encourage  along,  be- 
cause it  makes  you  feel  in- 
volved in  something  gptv-faT, 
and  reassures  you  that  you , 
are,  as  you'd  hoped,  a caring 
and  em pathetic  human 
It  is  grief  with  the  torment 
taken  out  — a kind  of  low-cal, 
no-pain  grief-lite.  which 
leaves  a warm  glow  where 
m»hing  pmfdnpw  WOUld  be. 

So  it  is  very  hard  to  see 
what  right  the  public  nr|d  ^ 
media  have  to  condemn  the 
manner  In  which  Diana’s  fam- 
ily are  choosing  to  grieve.  The 
royals  are  «mwng  the  g*naii 
number  of  people  this  week 
mrhuiny  enduring  toe  real, 
i»»  i iirfui  pin  of  be- 

reavement, and  are  entitled  to 
bear  their  grief  in  whatever 
way  they  wish.  For  us  to  pre- 
sume that,  by  sheer  weight  of 
bouquets  mbJh  anil 

| headlines,  we  have  earned  the 

right  to  domnnd  that  they 

grieve  In  a style  of  which  we 
approve,  is  as  misplaced  as  if 
Charles  were  to  demand  that 
all  rhyming  tributes  be 
removed  from  the  palace 
gates,  because  he  disapproves 
Of  sentimental  taclr 

Does  all  th  la  mean  that  toe 
public  are  a bunch  of  hammy 
old  hypocrites?  I don’t  think  it 
does  at  alL  The  absence  of 
authentic  public  grief  etwrild 


in  no  way  be  taken  for  emo- 
tional inadequacy;  it  would, 
in  feet,  be  as  IB-judged  to 
accuse  the  crowds  of  feeling 
wwthiwg  as  it  is  to  mistake 
them  for  mourners.  Nor  do  I 
think,  as  others  are  starting 
to  suggest,  that  The  World 
Has  Gone  Mad  The  motives 
which  bring  most  people  to 
the  palace  now  are  entirely 
legitimate;  more  legitimate, 
in  feet,  than  hysterical  grief 
for  a woman  none  of  them  haa 
ever  met.  They  simply  want  to 
feel  a part  of  something. 

POPULAR  coDective  ex- 
periences are  felriy 

thin  oo  the  ground 
days.  We  are  aD 
familiar  with  these  observa- 
tions — that  we  have  50  TV 
channels  to  choose  from,  lead 

mobile,  atamtiaed  liVCS,  WOTk 
in  fractured  up  ftp,  *nd  have 
paid  for  the  luxury  of  individ- 
ualised freedom  with  the  pos- 
siblily  of  never  again  feeling 
as  though  we  belong  to 
ppyfotng 

What  we  understood  less, 
periiaps,  is  how  great  toe  loss 
of  those  experiences  has  been 
felt,  or  how  oar  desire  for  them 
bfw  endured.  In  toe  manner  of 
her  death.  Diana  has  raised 
toe  possibUty  of  recreating  one 
of  those  experiences;  our  will- 
ingness to  seize  it  illustrates 
not  a modem.  Americanised 
Britain,  but  a yearning  for  a 
qcdnteaeartiaBy  old-feshkmed 

British  moment. 

The  shock  and  sadness 
which  greeted  toe  news  last 

Run  day  was  germing.  As  Hib 

week  has  worn  on,  the  public 
has  been  responding  to  some- 
thing else;  not  Diana’s  death, 
but  a sense  erf  an  historic  occa- 
sion. As  we  scour  the  public's 
actions  for  lessons  about  our- 
selves we  should  take  care  to 
recognise  the  difference. 
Standing  outside  the  palace, 
what  becomes  clear  is  not  bow 
much  we  have  nhangpri,  but 
how  little. 


My  private 
time  with 
the  princess 


■ AST  week,  Weheard 

■ from  Mastermind 
■■finalist  Richard  - 
Heller,  who  was  so  dis- 
tressed to  discover  the 
Labour  Party  does  not  have 
a file  on  him  despite  his  mu- 
tinous record,  that  he  of- 
fered to  pay  £10  for  the  de- 
posttion  of  an  entry  of  his 
own  composition.  He  has 
now  had  a disappointing 
response  from  Eileen  Mar- 
tin in  the  party’s  National 
Constitutional  Office.  “Un- 
fortunately," explains 
Eileen . “we  are  not  in  a po- 
sition to  ask  for  additional 
insertions  on  to  the  system 
on  a payment  of  fee  basis, 
and  as  a matter  of  principal 
(sic)  we  keep  entries  to  an 
absolute  minimum.  Sorry 
we  cannot  help  further.” 


THE  cover  of  the  cur- 
rent Private  Bye,  out 
today,  shows  the 
crowd  outside  Buckingham 
Palace  and  the  headline 
"Media  to  Blame".  Three 
speech  bubbles  from  the 
crowd  read:  “The  papers  are 
a disgrace".  “Yes,  I couldn’t 
get  one  anywhere",  “Bor- 
row mine,  it’s  got  a picture 
of  the  car”.  Not  too  taste- 
less, all  things  considered, 
but  at  John  Menziesln  Ham- 
mersmith. they  are  playing 
It  safe,  and  have  displayed 
the  magazine  in  the  full 
glare  ofthebackroom.  The 
assistant  manager  explains 
that,  while  he  considers  it 
"biting  and  satirical”,  he  Is 
fearful  that  all  his  custom- 
ers may  notagree^_^__ 

ANEW  contender  steps 
forward  in  the 
Diary’s  summer  com- 
petition. Brian  BetheU,  a 

friend  of  the  Diary’s,  claims 

to  be  the  most  deserving 
candidate  for  the  prize  of 

accommodation  for  toe 

Labour  Party  conference 
because  he  is  an  amateur 
anthropologist.  "I would 
very  much  like  an  opportu- 
nity to' study  this  new  breed 

of  Armani-clad  primate/' 
he  writes. “Try  to  make 
sense  of  their  leader- wor- 
ship and  strange  customs, 
watch  them  feeding  and  at 
their  watering  holes ... 
Next  week  the  Diary  is 

returned  to  its  rightful 
owner,  Matthew  Norman.  • 
but  if  he  permits  it,  a win- 
ner wilL  at  some  point,  be  . 

announced. 


Cold  stoicism  rules 


Simon  Hoggart  believes  that 
the  Queen,  surrounded  by 
hopeless  advisers,  has  got  It 
badly  wrong  - and  believes  that 
Charles  will  now  never  be  king 


to  the  funeral.  But  they  too 
live  by  toe  support  of  toe 


this  is  not  to  declare  that  toe 
monarchy  should  be  subject 


A; 


masses.  Pot  bluntly,  it  is  the  to  the  whims  of  the  tabloid 
Queen’s  job  to  understand  her  press,  or  toe  demands  of  fly- 
people  quite  as  well  as  toe  by-night  politicians.  (Or  even 
editor  of  the  Sun  does,  and,  politicians  who,  like  Mr 
unlike  the  editor  of  toe  Sun,  Blair,  show  signs  of  being 
to  understand  which  cf  their  around  for  a very  long  time  to 
Instincts  deserve  respect  If  come.)  They  face  an  appalling 
«he  doesn’t  she  should  em-  task.  To  be  a living  national 
ploy  people  who  do.  symbol  is  an  intolerable  job. 


ploy  people  who  do.  symbol  is  an  intolerable  job. 

ND  about  time  outride’  world,  seem  a long  But  she  never  has.  Every-  No  American  editor  will  ever 
too.  Four  days  way  away.-  thing  that  we  hear  from  Buck-  send  paparazzi  to  catch  toe 

late,  the  Windsor  The  Windsor  family  are  ingham  palace  suggests  that  Statue  of  Liberty  sucking  her 
family  has  de-  like  Dr  Frankenstein:  they  she  Is  surrounded  by  stupid,  financial  advisor’s  toes. 


^i^^^B,cided  to  join  the  took  a rudimentary,  half-  blind,  stuffy,  self-promoting,  French  politicians  are  notori- 
rest  of  us  and  to  give  some  formed  person,  pot  her  on  a rivalrous.  gin-drinking  court-  ously  libidinous,  but  Marie 
public  Indication  of  grief;  or  slab,  and  gave  her  public  life,  lets  who  haven’t  realised  that  France  Is  never  snapped  top- 
even  just  regret  I can’t  idea-  Instead  of  rising  op  and  creat-  a modern  constitutional  mon-  less  on  the  beach  with 
tlfy  with  those  strange,  emo-  ing  terror  and  mayhem,  she  arch  exists  no  longer  by  right  anyone, 
tiraally  deprived  people  who  spread  sympathy  and  delight,  but  only  by  consent  and  free  By  contrast,  we  asktoe  face 

raeued  forll  houreto  sign  a Their  tragedy  is  that  they  will.  You  fly  a flag  at  half-  on  our  wins  to  be  both 
hnnb  nf  mnriolance  which  will  couldn’t  cope  with  that,  mast  on.  Buckingham  Palace  human  and  superhuman,  and 


hook  of  condolence  which  will  couldn’t  cope  with  that 
never  be  read  by  a woman  either. ~ - ■ 


they  never:  met  But  neither 
should  we  worry  too  much 


because  the  public  craves  it  to  perform  that  trick  under 
and  the  public  will  demand  it,  the  permanent  Inspection  of 


n will  be  said  that  the  and  the  public  wffl.  demand  it,  the  permanent  inspection  or 
Queen’s  decision  yesterday  in  spite  of  toe  fact  that  Eliza-  Rupert  Murdoch  and  foreign 


tiwcuLonowf  ok.cam'Yco 
I f*f*FFVE5**  W MB-MRT?. 


ohnlrt  the  fakeft.  right-on  was  Influenced  by  toe  tabloid  berth  I or  Walter  Bagehot  proprietors  who  make  Mr 
SSmhlerl  moanhi  tort  toe  press,  or  else  that  she  allowed  might  have  disapproved.  Mu^  look  as  dfecreet  and 
PriSess  is TTOrthno  more  herself  to  be  pushed  around  Even  now.  they  probably  inhibit**  as  Mrs  Grundy, 
attention  than  any  other  car-  by  her  Government  But  one  have  little  idea  of  how  peril-  And  Diana  herself  was  a 

crash  victim.  — — — “ — : — :: 

where  in  the  middle:  sorry,  You  fly  aflag  at  half-mast  on  Buckingham  Palace  because  the 

public  craves  it  and  the  public  demands  it,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  Elizabeth  I or  Walter  Bagehot  might  have  disapproved 

the  fact  that  it  did.  But  even  ~ 1 — : — 

^sS^tod’wSSere  thing  Mr  Blair  has  shown  fous  their  position  has  be-  creature  of  the  tabloids.  This 

pretty  wall  Is  Brat  he  under-  come.  The  last  great  crisis  the  is  not  the  self-esculpatoiY 
bytte  Sands  toe  popular  mood.  You  WJjtfscrs faced  war  the  Abdl- 
cokfstoicism  emanating  from 


u.  ™ suiting  a book  of  protocoL  A playboy  king,  enamoured  or  Uto  past  Anyone 

- Balmoral  He.  at  least  sot  it  right  The  an  unpopular  divorcee,  and  who  encountered  her  knew 

hen  to?  Windsors  aren’t  hatting,  almost  trarftt  state-  with  a range  of  ghastly  PolM-  how  anxfons Mjjt  ™ about 


A playboy  king,  enamoured  of  toe  past  few  days.  Anyone 
an  unnouular  divorcee,  and  who  encountered  her  knew 


mect"on Sunday" The courte-  cal  views/ made  w^y  for  a her  public  image  - to  toe 
hvdark.  daustro  ©us  hut  insistent  nagging  for  man-  of  impeccable  dullness,  tabloids  fer  more  than  to  the 

teSs  sa.ssv'stKt  saMj 

sy$£MM  SSfiSSSW 

info&'pS  ■ Queen’s  decision  to  disappear  fried  to-Bg him  interested  in 

and  TaST toe^sfolmds  are  not  than  public  view  on  Sunday  how  she  had  saved  a tramp 
inrariaWy- wron&  Yes,  they  arousrf  toe  feelings,  on  a from  drowning.  The  paper 
behaved  disgustingly  at  slighter  level,  that  her  father  ended  up  runntog  toe  news 
5^^,  . . . i ii— p,  Efnl  Snencer  wnnha-  woukl  have  drmA  if. in  1940  he  without  his  help.) 

her  h^l^d  mtoe  ri^g  SlScIdedtoclearofftothe  The  Sqtridgygate  tapes  were 

safety  of  Bermuda.  To  say  fufl  of  her  own  references  to 


her  public  Image  — In  the 
tabloids  fer  more  than  in  the 
broadsheets.  (This  week  the 
editor  of  the  Times  wrote  a 


her  tabloid  Images.  Photogra- 
phers often  described  bow  she 
carefully  posed  for  them,  even 
though  they  were  sitting  with 
1,000-metre  lenses  a quarter 
mile  away. 

To  suggest  that  this  excuses 
the  cameramen  chasing  her 
on  Saturday  night  would  be 
as  outrageous  as  to  imply  that 
because  a woman  enjoys  sex 
it's  all  right  to  rape  her.  But 
with  Diana  the  line  was  al- 
ways blurred.  She  hated  toe 
tabloids,  hut  she  courted  the 
tabloids.  She  feared  them,  and 
she  yearned  for  their  ap- 
proval. If  for  some  extraordi- 
nary reason  they  had  left  her 
forever  alone,  she  would 
never  have  forgiven  them. 
How  appropriate  it  is  that 
Elton  John,  who  was  also 
both  created  and  almost  de- 
stroyed by  the  popular  press, 
should  be  singing  at  tomor- 
row’s funeral — and  singing  a 
song  written  originally  about 
Marilyn  Monroe. 

I would  guess  that  Prince 
Charles  can  never  now  be- 
come king.  All  the  evidence  is 
that  he  dreads  toe  job,  and 
approaches  it  only  because  of 
the  ferocious  sense  of  duty 
dinned  Into  him  from 
i childhood. 

After  what  has  been  in 
many  respects  a miserable  50 
years,  he  should  be  allowed  to 
retire  to  his  gardens,  his  or- 
ganic biscuits,  and  marriage 
to  the  woman  be  loves. 

Meanwhile  his  elder  son 
combines  in  himself  the  royal 
line  of  succession,  so  very 
Important  to  the  Windsors, 
and  the  magical  charisma  of 
Diana  which  — the  past  week 
has  Shown  — is  all  that  mat- 
ters to  the  nation. 

This  teenage  boy  is  the 
Windsors'  last  and  only 
remaining  hope.  If  they 
finally  realise  that  it  win  he 
because  in  this  case  the  tab- 
loids are  the  messengers  of 
the  popular  will,  and  not  the 
dictators. 


Bel  Littlejohn 

A HECTIC,  hectic,  hectic 
week,  with  the  media 
asking  nw  over  and 
over  again  to  comment,  com- 
ment. comment.  ,\s  I said  in  n 
pre-recording  for  The  World 
At  One  in  my  fifth  interview 
cf  the  morning  cm  Tuesday. 
“Frankly.  I'm  drained.  Every- 
thing that  might  be  said  has 
already  been  said.  I’m  in  a 
state  cf  numbness,  a state  of 
shock-  I appeal  for  a time  of 
silence,  a time  for  private 
grief.  There's  nothing  more 
that  can  be  said.” 
"Smashing:"  chipped  in  tin- 
producer.  “But  could  you  just 
say  that  once  more,  Bel.  only 
instead  of  saying  'There's 
nothing  more  to  be  said’  could 
you  say:  There's  obviously 
fer  more  to  be  -aid  on  this 
dreadful  tragedy  in  toe  days 
and  weeks  to  come.'  Then  we 
can  segue  it  in  with  ;ill  the 
other  comments.  Smashing?” 
So  we  recorded  it  again, 
just  in  time  for  me  to  go 
straight  through  to  the 
Woman’s  Hour  studio  to  dis- 
cuss toe  tragedy  from  a de- 
constructionist  feminist  angle 
with  Bea  Campbell,  Jo  Brand 
and  Edwina  Currie.  Then  a 
10-minute  break  before  being 
whisked  away  to  Radio  Five 
Live  with  David  MeDor.  to 
discuss,  from  a mother’s 
angle,  with  Claire  Rayner  and 
Bernard  Ingham,  what 
thoughts  must  be  going 
through  toe  young  princes’ 
heads  at  this  tragic  time.  As 
you  know,  Tm  listed  in  Who's 
Who  In  The  Media  as  "award- 
winning  journalist,  author 
and  broadcaster". 

As  I wrote  in  my  moving 
piece  in  the  Guardian  on 
Monday,  I’ll  never  forget 
where  I was  when  I first 
heard  the  news.  Like  chalk  on 
a blackboard,  it’ll  always  be 
etched  on  my  mind:  1 was  in 
my  home,  listening  to  toe 
radio  or  watching  the  televi- 
sion. either  in  the  kitchen  or 
in  the  bedroom,  when  I heard 
Jim  Naughtie  — or  was  it 
Martyn  Lewis?  — delivering 
toe  feteful  news. 

Before  long,  the  telephone 
began  to  ring  and  ring  and 
ring.  It  was  at  this  point  that  I 
had  to  fell  back  on  my  experi- 
ence of  nearly  30  years  as  a 
professional  journalist  and 
broadcaster.  I took  a deep 
breath  and  willed  myself  to 
overcome  my  personal  emo- 
tions for  toe  greater  public 
good:  for  toe  nation,  I simply  : 
had  to  comment 
I can  be  pretty  certain  that  I ' 
was  toe  first  professional 
commentator  that  morning  to 
employ  the  word  “icon".  It 
was  while  I was  being  asked  . 
my  thoughts  on  toe  tragedy  ' 
by  Dave  Lee  Travis  on  Peter- , 


borough  Sound.  “Above  all.”  1 
said,  "she  will  be  remembered 
as  an  icon.” 

Dave  Lee  Travis  was  visibly 

moved.  "An  icon..."  he 
repeated,  thoughtfully, 
"...  and  we’ll  be  hearing 
more  from  Bel  Littlejohn  on 
the  untimely  tragedy  after 
this,  from  Kajagoogoo." 

It  wasn’t  long  before  the 
rest  of  the  media  latched  on  to 
my  word,  begging  me  to 
repeat  it  and  expand  on  it.  TO 
Trevor  McDonald.  I described 
her  as  “an  icon  of  the  modern 
age",  to  Sue  Macgregor  as  "a 
feminist  icon",  to  Richard  and 
Judy  as  "an  Iron  of  toe  televl- 
j sion  age",  to  Anna  Raeburn 
on  Capital  Radio  as  "an  iron 
1 of  betrayed  womanhood",  to 
. David  Dimbleby  as  "an  icon 
• of  the  20th  century”  and  to 
j Jimmy  Young  as  "an  icon  of 
caring  and  compassion". 

[ This  Sunday,  toe  Observer 
will  l*o  carrying  Bel  Little- 
[ John’s  The  Princess  The  Pub- 
■ lie  Never  Knew*:  A Personal 
Reminiscence  By  One  Close  to 
1 Her.  It  will  offer  my  deeply 
I moving  analysis  of  the  real 
woman  behind  the  mask,  too 
princess  who  existed  away 
from  the  spotlight,  away  from 
all  the  media  razzmatazz,  an 
iron  of  privacy. 

My  qualifications  are  unim- 
peachable. For  a lime.  1 was 
very’,  very  close  to  the  prin- 
cess. The  time  was  from  7.15 
to  7.25pm  on  June  23.  1992. 
With  fewer  than  200  other 
people  in  that  historic  cinema 
loyer.  I was  able  to  gather  a 
first-linnd  impression  of  the 
real  princess,  the  princess 
who  kept  her  real  thoughts 
and  emotions  very  much  hid- 
den from  toe  press  at  large. 
It *5  hard  to  express  what  1 felt, 
but  1 saw  her  as  an  icon  who 
seemed  to  know  instinctively 
that  she  was  who  she  was. 
and  that  what  she  was  was 
what  no  one  else  was  who  was 
not  what  she  was.  and,  more- 
over. that  no  one  who  was  not 
what  she  was  was  able  to 
know  who  or  what  she  was  as 
well  as  she  was.  This  realisa- 
tion hit  me  like  a blow  from  a 
candle. 

IN  MY  forthcoming  Ob- 
server piece.  I draw  on  my 
unique  experience  to  ex- 
plain what  it  was  like  to  be 
completely  alone  in  that  room 
with  the  princess  and  200 
others.  She  was  a meteor,  a 
rocket  trailing  through  the 
evening  sky  like  a knife 
through  honey,  a sacrificial 
lamb  who  lit  up  all  our  lives 
by  building  bridges  and  gath- 
ering the  morning  dew,  a 
spring  flower,  its  petals  touch- 
ing so  many  lives  at  the  first 
sniff  of  wind,  a true  icon  for 
our  times,  Che  Guevara  in  a 
Versace  dress,  Rupert  Brooke 
in  a tiara. 

It  is  up  to  those  of  us 
blessed  with  the  ability  to 
create  pictures  in  words  to 
interpret  the  semiology  of  the 
princess  for  our  readers  and 
our  viewers.  And  for  those  of 
us  in  toe  business  of  commen- 
tary and  overview,  analysis 
and  explanation,  one  word 
remains  more  vital  than  all 
the  rest:  Icon.  Icon.  1 con. 
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Jenny  Jeger 


A rock 
of 

Labour 


JENNY  JEGER,  who 
has  died  of  cancer  at 
the  age  of  45,  made 
her  first  appearance 
on  the  political 
stage  in  her  pram  — aptly  at  a 
Fabian  summer  school. 

The  daughter  of  George 
Jeger.  former  Labour  MP  for 
Winchester,  and  an  active 
Fabian  mother,  Sybil,  Jenny 
was  steeped  in  politics  from 
the  word  go-  Names  known  by 
her  contemporaries  only  from 
newspapers  and  books  were 
family  friends.  As  she  grew 
up,  her  earliest  political 
passion  was  Britain's  mem' 
bership  of  the  European  Com- 
munity. which  is  when  I met 
her.  That  early  belief  in  inter- 
national  co-operation  never 
dimmed. 

Jenny's  membership  of  the 
Labour  "tribe”  never 
wavered  either,  despite  its 
ups  and  its  downs.  She  was 
never  short  of  opinions  about 
its  happenings  or  its  person- 
alities; her  judgments  were 
sometimes  tough  but  always 
forgiving.  One  friend  says, 
rightly,  that  if  she  were  a 
stick  of  rock  she  would  have 
the  word  Labour  running 


through  her  from  head  to  toe. 

During  her  life  she  worked 
for  two  Labour  heavyweights 
— in  the  No  10  political  office 
for  Lord  Callaghan  when  he 
was  Prime  Minister,  and  then 
in  the  eighties  for  John  Smith 
during  his  period  as  shadow 
chancellor.  She  was  a key 
player  helping  the  latter  ef- 
fect his  strategy  of  Introduc- 
ing the  acceptable  face  of 
Labour  to  the  business  world. 
Often  dubbed  "the  prawn 
oocktail  offensive”,  this  tide 
caused  Jenny  many  a snort 
“Far  more  smoked  salmon 
than  prawn  cocktails.  I can 
tell  you." 

Jenny  was  at  home  in  the 


world  of  business.  Following 
Labour’d  2979  defeat,  she  was 
among  the  first  to  spot  the 
growing  market  for  parlia- 
mentary information.  She 
was  one  of  the  founding  part- 
ners of  GJW,  now  one  of  th<» 
oldest  Parliamentary  aflairs 
consultancies,  but  left  full- 
time work  in  the  company 
some  years  ago:  she  wanted 
more  time  to  indulge  her 
great  desire  to  write  a politi- 
cal novel  and  to  contribute  to 
the  justices’  bench  as  an  in- 
creasingly busy  magistrate. 

But  her  interest  in  politics 
continued  on  to  what  we  now 
know  to  have  been  her  death- 
bed and  was  much  fuelled  by 
new  Labour’s  victory  earlier 
this  year.  (Thank  God  she 
lived  to  see  that)  She  was 
Interested  in  who  was  in.  And 
who  was  out  “More,  more," 
she  would  urge  the  visitor 
afraid  of  staying  too  inng 

Jenny  was  a woman  of 
many  interests.  Opera, 
theatre  and  film  claimed 
much  of  her  attention  and  she 
had  an  enviable  collection  of 
books.  Above  all,  she  loved  to 
be  surrounded  by  people  and 
had  an  uncanny  knack  of 
remembering  names  and 
faces,  with  a flair  for  working 
out  who  would  gat  on  well 
with  whom.  Her  dinners  and 
parties  will  long  be  remem- 
bered by  her  small  circle  of 
dose  friends.  (It  is  not  every 
woman  who  Is  brave  enough 
to  hire  Brighton  Pavilion  to 
celebrate  her  40th  birthday.) 

Apart  from  membership  of 
the  Labour  Party  and  Fabian 
Society  (she  was  a trustee 
both  of  the  Society  and  of  the 
Dartmouth  Trust  which  over- 
sees its  property  and  assets), 
Jenny  was  also  a founder 
member  of  the  £1,000  Club, 
dedicated  to  raising  money 
for  Labour,  helped  set  up  the 


Jeger . . . passion,  political  skills  and  foresight 


Industry  Forum,  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Society 
of  Labour  Lawyers  and 
worked  closely  with  the  Car- 
ers National  Association. 

She  was  educated  at  the 
Lycee,  Putney  High  School 
and  Hull  University,  where 
she  built  on  her  fluent 
French.  Earlier  jobs  also  in- 
cluded a spell  with  the  Han- 
sard Society. 

ILLNESS  struck  swiftly 
and  shockingly  earlier 
this  year  when  she  was 
found  to  be  suffering 
from  primary  and 
secondary  cancer.  She  looked 
death  squarely  In  the  face. 
Her  sense  of  humour  never 
left  her.  “I  cannot  quite 
regard  that  as  a priority." 
was  her  response  to  a letter 
urging  her  to  up  her  pensions 
contributions  — this  at  a time 
when  illness  bad  wasted  her 
to  skin  and  bone. 

She  continued  to  enjoy 
close  contact  with  friends 
during  these  last  months  of 
her  life,  organising  lunchtime 


Mary  Louise  Smith 


Reason’s  lone  voice 


MARY  Louise  Smith, 
who  has  died  at  the 
age  of  82.  was  the 
first  woman  to 
head  the  Republican  Party’s 
National  Committee.  Unfortu- 
nately for  her.  she  proved 
sadly  out  at  tune  with  the 
bulk  of  her  party’s  other 
women  activists. 

They  opposed  her  tooth  and 
nail  on  such  issues  as  the 
right  to  an  abortion  and  the 
demand  for  a constitutional 
amendment  outlawing  sexual 
discrimination.  But,  even 
after  they  had  eventually 
driven  her  to  the  political 
sidelines,  she  defiantly  told  a 
meeting  of  the  Women's 
National  Caucus:  “Support- 
ing reproductive  rights  is  a 
good  thing  to  do.  Mainstream 
Republican  voices  have  not 
been  heard  from  loudly  on 
this  issue.  Maybe  we  should 
turn  up  the  volume." 

There  were  few  early  signs 
that  she  would  wind  up  swim- 
ming so  energetically  against 
the  currents  of  America’s 
conservative  Midwest  She 
had  grown  up  in  the  com  belt 
between  Des  Moines  and  Iowa 
City  in  a family  barely 
touched  by  the  Depression. 
She  gained  a social  work 
degree  but  soon  married  a 
local  physician  and  settled 
Into  the  routine  of  middle- 
class  family  life- 
As  her  three  children  took 
less  of  her  time,  however,  she 
became  increasingly  involved 
in  local  politics  (one  of  her 
early  chores  was  to  vet  Betty 
Frledan’s  book  77ie  Feminine 


Mystique  to  ensure  it  was 
suitable  for  the  local  library). 
Then,  using  the  Republican 
Party's  Iowa  women's  organi- 
sation as  her  faunchpad,  she 
worked  her  way  up  the  state 
hierarchy  to  become  a mem- 
ber of  Its  delegation  at  the 
1964  national  convention. 

The  convention  chose  Sena- 
tor Barry  Gold  water  of  Ari- 
zona to  run  against  President 
Lyndon  Johnson  and  she  be- 
came a leading  member  of  the 
Iowa  state  ejection  commit- 
tee. Only  a third  of  Iowa's 
normally  conservative  voters 
backed  Goldwater  against  the 
Johnson  landslide  but 
Smith's  vigorous  campaign 
efforts  secured  her  election  to 
the  party's  National 
Committee. 

When  President  Gerald 
Ford  appointed  her  to  head 
that  organisation  in  1974,  the 
party  was  reeling  from  foe 
Watergate  disaster.  Smith 
had  become  a consistently 
moderate  voice  in  a party  in- 
fluenced more  and  more  by 
the  evfrewi«m  of  thw  Chris- 
tian right.  The  elevation  of 
someone  so  dearly  at  the  far 
aid  of  the  political  spectrum 
from  Nixon  was  plainly  de- 
signed to  appease  an  outraged 
nation. 

Her  hanri  was  clearly  visi- 
ble in  the  Republican  mani- 
festo for  foe  1976  election, 
which  offered  an  unexpect- 
edly balanced  declaration  on 
abortion.  It  recognised  the 
deep  divisions  even  among 
Republicans  and  called  sim- 
ply for  "a  continuance  of  the 


public  dialogue".  It  was  a self- 
evident  fudge  but  still  repre- 
sented a notable  behind-the- 
scenes  victory  against  the 
right-to-life  lobby's  crusading 
demands. 

Smith  also  held  the  party  to 
its  support  for  one  of  her  own 
prime  concerns,  foe  Equal 
Rights  Amendment  to  the 
constitution,  designed  to  bar 
all  forms  of  sexual  discrimi- 
nation. It  was  then  grinding 
its  way  through  to  the 
required  ratification  by  38 
state  legislatures.  After  a 
10-year  battle,  however, 
the  amendment  finally  failed 
in  1982. 

WITH  Jimmy  Car- 
ter’s accession  to 
foe  White  House, 
Smith  lost  her 
party  post  and  increasingly 
became  a target  for  the 
Republican  right.  In  1980 
President  Reagan  appointed 
her  to  the  Commission  on 
Civil  Rights  but  got  rid  of  her 
after  one  term  because  of  her 
trenchant  criticism  of  his 
record. 

She  also  came  under  con- 
certed attack  within  her  own 
state  organisation,  which 
had  been  infiltrated  by  fun- 
damentalist rightwingers.  In 
1988  they  almost  blocked  her 
attendance  at  foe  party  con- 
vention (.she  won  by  one  vote 
after  five  ballots),  and  by  1996 
they  managed  to  exclude  her 
altogether,  so  that  she  could 
only  get  into  the  hall  as  a 
purported  security  guard. 

But  she  battled  on,  holding 


treats  for  visitors  with  the 
attention  to  personal  tastes 
that  she  had  always  shown. 
“Dame  Jennifer  will  dance 
again,”  was  a farewell  that 
sent  many  a sickbed  visitor 
away  with  a smile  on  foe  lips 
and  a lamp  In  the  throat. 

In  Julyr,  she  was  a much 
welcome  guest  at  the  Prime 
Minister’s  first  public  recep- 
tion at  10  Downing  Street  A 
few  weeks  later  she  attended 
the  Fabian  Society  summer 
lecture.  On  arrival  she 
proudly  announced  she  had 
walked  all  foe  way  from  her 
Westminster  flat.  She  was 
pleased  by  the  content  of  the 
speech  I made  there  on  social 
exclusion.  "New  Labour 
stands  as  mauch  for  the  have- 
nots  as  the  have-somethings." 
she  trumpeted.  “Let's  not  for- 
get that" 

The  grief  her  friends  all  feel 
at  her  death  is  exacerbated  by 
foe  fact  that  it  is  only  compar- 
atively recently  that  Jenny 
enjoyed  what  she  described  as 
"the  happiest  years  of  my 
life"  with  her  long-time  friend 


and  loving  partner  David 
Bean.  It  is  tragic  that  she  has 
been  nibbed  of  life  and  they 
both  have  lost  what  promised 
to  be  an  outstandingly  happy 
life  together. 


PetwHaNMaon 

QIB  PHkaafUkay  write*]  We  at 

Carers  National  Association 
will  always  be  enormously 

grateful  to  Jenny  Jeger  for 
foe  lobbying  and  campaign- 
ing advice  she  gave  us  In  our 
early  years.  I wrote  a begging 
letter  to  several  political  con- 
sultancies asking  for  free  ad- 
vice. My  cheek  and,  in  those 
days,  innocence  . was 
rewarded  by  a call  from 
Jenny  offering  to  take  me  to 
lunch.  It  turned  out  that  she 
actually  had  caring  experi- 
ence and  that  foe  Cams 
National  Association  had 
helped  her  with  advice  and 
information. 

Over  the  years,  though,  she 
gave  us  so  much  more  than  we 
had  given  her  — bringing  her 
political  skills  and  foresight  to 


Smith . . . defiance  against  the  Republican  right 


to  her  liberal  viewpoint  and 
remaining  reasonable  even 
about  her  most  vociferous 
opponents.  "The  Christian 
conservatives  have  as  much 
right  to  be  at  the  convention 
as  I have,"  she  commented 
after  one  bruising  fight.  "Its 
foe  exclusionary  part  of  foe 


process  I object  to,  , the  un- 
reasonable imposition  of 
their  views  on  the  system." 


PHOTOGRAPH:  GARRY  WEASER 

bear  an  foe  carers  Issue  in  a 
way  which  was  invaluable  to 
us.  In  fact,  She  floated  foe  idea 
of  a private  member’s  bm  for 
carers  long  before  what  be- 
came the  Carers  Act  was  a 
gleam  in  anybody’s  eye. 

She  helped  not  only  the 
Carers  National  Association 
but  the  Alzheimer’s  Disease 
Society  and  Contact  A Fam- 
ily. Our  regular  meetings 
were  not  only  helpful  but 
such  fan.  I wish  l had  a pound 
for  every  unbelievable  bit  of 
gossip  Jenny  passed  on, 
which  almost  always  turned 
out  to  be  true. 

It  Is  particularly  fitting  that 
one  of  her  last  outings  was  to 
a reception  in  Downing  Street 
for  the  Carers  National 
Association.  Though  gravely 
ill,  she  chatted  and  sparkled 
as  ever.  We  shall  miss  her 
dreadfully  and  our  thoughts 
are  with  David.  Their  time 
together  was  all  too  short 


Harold  Jackson 


Mary  Louise  Smith,  politician, 
bom  October  6.  7914;  died 
August  22. 1997 


Jennifer  Anne  Jeger,  political 
activist,  bom  January  19, 1952; 
died  August  29,1997 


Letters 


Charles  Gordon  Clark  writes:. 
The  connection  between  Ruth 
Dyson  (.obituary  August  27) 
and  Ralph  Vaughan  williams 
was  foe  Leith  ME  Musical 
Festival,  of  which  RVW  was 
the  presiding  genius  for  many 
years  and  which  is  stm  the 
centre  of  musical  life  in  foe 
Dorking  area.  Ruth  gave  the 
“Leith  Hill”  unstinting  ser- 
vice, not  only  in  prominent 
ways  like  playing  the  con- 
tinue at  the  annual  St  Mat- 
thew Passion  but  In  humdrum 
work  as  wefi.  Amateur  musi- 
cal life  in  Britain  is  surely  as 
vibrant  as  ft  is  because  tal- 
ented professionals  like  Roth 
have  given  so  much  time  to  it 

Len  Clarke  writes : Hendrik 
van  den  Bergh  ( obituary 
August  21)  head  of  South  Afri- 
ca’s Bureau  of  State  Security 
did  not  merely  have  wartime 
“pro-Nazi  sympathies".  He 
was  a member  of  the  quisling 
Ossewabrandwag.  In  Berlin, 
1946,  South  African  police- 
man Lt-Col  G C Visser  discov- 
ered telegrams  sent  by  foe 
Ossewabrandwag  to  Che  Nazi 
secret  service.  One  from  1940 
was  a request  for  arms  far  a 
rebellion,  after  which  South 
African  bases  would  be 
placed  at  "foe  disposal  of  Ger- 
many". At  that  time  we,  with 
the  help  of  such  loyal  South 
Africans  as  fighter  ace 
"Sailor”  Maian,  were  fighting 
foe  Battle  of  Britain. 

That  such  treachery  was  no 
flash-irtthe-pan  was  shown  by 
other  telegrams  from  the 
Ossewabrandwag.  Such 
people  were  not  mere  Nazi 
“sympathisers”.  They  were 
the  worst  kind  of  traitors  and, 
in  justice  to  those  Allied  ser- 
vicemen who  died  in  the  war, 
they  should  be  so  described, 
surely?  - 


Nancy  Balfour 


bearer  for  art 


Nancy  balfour, 
who  has  died  aged  80, 
was  foe  opposite  of  a 
hanger-on  in  the  art 
world.  She  battled  to  improve 
conditions  for  artists,  to  bring 
her  favoured  art  organisa- 
tions together  in  collabora- 
tion and  to  introduce  her  high 
standards  of  efficiency  and 
energy  to  all  with  whom  she 
worked. 

Since  the  late  1960s  she  was 
one  of  the  most  distinctive 
figures  In  British  contempo- 
rary art,  chairing  organisa- 
tions and  ccanbining  a private 
collector's  enthusiasms  with 
the  dedication  of  a serious 
committee  member.  A fam- 
iliar sight  was  her  diminutive 
figure  briskly  leading  parties 
of  art  lovers  through  Hack- 
ney’s back  streets  to  artists’ 
studios,  but  she  was  equally 
welcomed  In  museums  and 

private  collections  around  foe 
world.  It  was  a challenge  to 
discover  a new  exhibition 
space  before  Nancy  bad  found 
out  all  about  its  plans  and 
problems. 

In  1987  she  became  a trustee 
of  the  Artists’  Placements 
Group  and  joined  foe  commit- 
tee of  the  Contemporary  Art 
Society,  later  becoming  trea- 
surer and  then  chairman 
(1976-1982).  She  aimed,  she 
said,  to  "blow  it  up1  one  way 
or  another”.  Daring  her  30 
years  with  the  CAS  she 
fought  for  It  to  retain  its  place 
as  a society  of  interested  art 
collectors  and  was  vigorous 
and  businesslike  at  a time 
when  the  CAS  would  have 
disappeared  without  that 
leadership.  She  focused  its  at- 
tention on  advising  compa- 
nies on  art  collections  so  that 
there  would  he  funds  to  allow 
foe  society  to  fulfil  its  aim  of 
enriching  public  collections 
with  gifts  of  good  and  chal- 
lenging art. 

American  bom,  Balfour 
was  educated  in  England  and 
received  a degree  from  Lady 
Margaret  Han,  Oxford.  She 
began  her  career  at  the  For- 
eign Office  and  foe  BBC  and 
joined  the  Economist  in  1948, 
becoming  editor  of  Its  Ameri- 
can Survey.  Under  her  editor- 
ship this  section  broadened 
itself  from  an  explanatory 
rede  to  one  of  international 
significance,  reporting  events 
and  views  -from  all  over 
America.  “While  foe  editorial 
policy  of  foe  Economist  fa- 
voured the  US  government’s 
line  during  the  Vietnam  War, 
the  American  Survey  main- 
tained a more  critical  posi- 
tion, reflecting  Nancy  Bal- 
four’s own  democratic 
politics. 

After  her  retirement  Id 


Birthdays 


Dr  Aileen  Adams,  anaesthe- 
tist, 74;  Lord  Alexander, 
chairman.  National  West- 
minster Bank,  61;  Malcolm 
Allison,  former  football 
manager,  70;  Meg  Bereaford, 
former  general  secretary, 
CND,  60;  David  Brabham, 
racing  driver,  32;  Johnny 
Briggs,  actor,  62;  Dick 
Clement,  film  director  and 
scriptwriter,  60;  Richard 
Dunn,  television  producer. 
54;  Tracy  Edwards,  yachts- 
woman, 35;  Dr  David  Fnssey, 
vice-chancellor,  Greenwich 
University,  54;  Dame  Eliza- 
beth Hedley-MUler,  former 
senior  civil  servant,  74;  Mar- 
garet Howell,  fashion  de- 
signer, 51;  Prof  Julian  Hunt, 
chief  executive.  Meteorologi- 
cal Office,  56;  Michael  Lees, 
actor,  70;  Albert  Mangels- 
dorff  jazz  trombonist,  com- 
poser, 69;  Doreen  Massey, 
president,  Family  Planning 
Association,  59;  Kevin  McNa- 
mara, Labour  MP,  63;  Bob 
Newhart  actor  and  come- 
dian. 68;  Mark 

cricketer,  28;  A1  Stewart, 
rock  musician,  52;  George 
Tremlett,  author  and  book- 
seller. 58;  Raquel  Welch, 
actress,  57;  Prof  Sir  Denys 
Wilkinson,  nuclear,  physi- 
cist, 75. 


Balfour . . . dedicated  to  art 
and  artists 

1972,  she  turned  to  the  second 
phfw  of  her  professional  life- 
in  the  voluntary  support  of 
art  organisations-  in  both 
halves  of  her  career  she  dis- 
played tough  editorial  skills, 
stood  no  nonsense  and  made 
her  views  plain.  But  she  was 
also  generous  and  n great  sup- 
porter of  young  people.  She 
was  given  a fellowship  to  Har- 
vard’s Kennedy  School  or 
Politics  when  she  retired  and 
chose  to  settle  herself  within 
an  undergraduate  residence. 
She  was  a great  success  (here 
and  regularly  welcomed  back- 
packing students  to  her  Lon- 
don Oat. 

She  was  a thoughtful  art 
collector,  surrounding  herself 
with  works  by  artists  of  all 
generations,  sometimes 
bought  directly  from  the  art- 
ist’s studio  but  more  often 
not  As  she  said,  she  disliked 
telling  an  artist  that  she  did 
not  want  to  buy  a work.  As 
the  collection  grew  she  began 
to  acquire  smaller  works, 
amused  dealers  would 
contact  her  to  say  that  they 
bad  something  small  enough 
for  her  collection. 

She  was  given  an  ORE  in 
1965.  The  CAS  created  the 
role  of  president  for  her  in 
1986.  She  chaired  the  art  ser- 
vices grant  committee  of 
SPACE,  was.  vice-chairman  at 
the  Crafts  Council,  chaired 
the  Southern  Arts  crafts 
panel  and  was  a founding 
board  member  of  the  British- 
American  Arts  Association 
and  a trustee  of  foe  Public  Art 
Development  Trust. 

: The  fine  and  applied  arts 
had  given  Nancy  Balfour  her 
great  pleasure.  She  repaid 
that  gift. 


C0  Hedtay 


Nancy  Balfour,  arts  administra- 
tor and  collector,  bom  May  17, 
1811;  died  August  29, 1997 


Death  Notices 


ASKEW,  on  3<d  Scpumtor  1997,  Jtjnn 
Askaw  03. E.  of  Mineiieed.  Bakwod  Hus- 
band at  Jana.  Much  laved  lather  at  Amnany 
and  tail,  and  a laving  grandlaiiisr.  Funeral 
service  at  Taunton  Donne  Crarnafonum  on 
Tuesday  9th  September  at  2.00pm.  Family 
flowera  only.  DonaUoes  X desired  to  the 
London  Refraction  Hospital,  c/o  Murrail 
ana  Dewar,  irnftam  Road.  Mmehaad. 
CAVE.  Eric  FLA,  on  3 September  1997 
aoad  S3.  Husband  at  Angola,  isthar  at  Judt 
Nfesc  and  Rachel.  Cfty  LHwarian  of  Cam- 
bridge 1954-1974.  Funeral  service  to  be 
held  at  St  John's  Church.  Fenxstowo.  on 
Wednesday  lfl  September  at  2pm.  Family 
nowera  only  please,  donation*  It  desired 
(St  Elizabeth**  Hooptce.  Ipewfcfi  or  Urn  Ma- 
rie Curie  Fund)  may  m sent  da  Rodweil 
Funeral  Services.  79  31  Andrews  Rd.  Felix- 


stowe, Sutton,  ipn  7 w*. 

HANDBBYL  Rosemary,  died  suddenly, 
bul  pt  ‘ ‘ * 

John 

Mess  ■ 

Oxford.  On  September  17m  1997.  at 
1130001.  tollowod  by  Interment  at  St 
Mery'S  Church.  Wajwenham.  North  Hants, 
at  asopm.  smote  now  era  orrty  or  dm**- 
dona  to  the  World  Wttdllfe  Fond,  c/a  A.W- 
.Bruce.  Funeral  Directors.  29  Rogers  9fU 
Suntmeranm.  Oxford.  0X2  7JS-  ToUJlMo 
31D907. 

In  Memoriam  - 

MOSS.  John  Frederick.  23.734^9.03: 
beloved  husband,  father  end  comrade.  Nte- 
lum  Ovod  TeUgM  Non  Omovta. 

Engagements 

CMHtemC  and  VWHOLZSJSJk.  ttn 
engagement  is  announced  between  James, 
son  M Mr  0 Mrs.  Raymond  Campbell  ol 
Grimsby.  North  Lincolnshire,  end  Chariotfo. 
younger  daughter  ol  Mr.  A Mrs  .Mfctaat 
VtgnoieB  or  Ttifoni.  Surrey. 

■To  place  your  announcement  telephone 
0177  713  4507  or  fax  0171  713  4129  between 
Bam  and  3pm  MorvFrl. 


Jackdaw 


Moral  flab 

WHAT  MAKES  a successful 
designer?  This  question  is 
asked  frequently , perhaps  too 
frequently,  by  young  design- 
ers aspiring  to  the  heights  of 
fame  and  fortune  achieved  by 
their  mentors.  The  American 
philosopher  and  psychologist 
William  James  was  particu- 
larly scathing  of  success 
worship, He  wrote  toHG 
Wells  in  1906  of  “foe  moral 
flabbiness  bom  of  the  exclu- 
siveworship  of  foe  bitch-god- 
dess SUCCESS.  That —with 
foe  squalid  cash  interpreta- 
tions put  on  foe  word  success 
— <«  our  nafinnal  disease,” 
My  experience,  however,  is 
that  young  designers,  like  as- 


piring writers,  think  of  suc- 
cess in  terms  of  reputation 
rather  than  money.  Admit- 
tedly, those  who  do  become 
mentors  and  go  down  in  foe 
history  books  accompanied 
by  glossy  magazine  profiles, 
do  seem  to  make  a decent  liv- 
ing. Paol  Rand,  for  one,  is 
said  to  have  charged  $100,000 
per  logo.  But  if  money  were 
the  only  goal  the  pursuit  of 
success  would  bea  lot 
simpler. 

The  secret  of  success  is  not 
naxssarily  money,  according 
to  Design  Week. 

One  vision 

YOU  CAN’T  beatabit  of 
Queen,  can  you?  At  least  not 
if  you  are  a premiership  dub 
looking  for  something  to  take 
the  field  to.  Villa  and  Derby 
both  opt  for  We  Will  Rock  You 
and  Southampton  plump  for 
One  Vision. 

Wimbledon,  meanwhile, 
are  sticking  with  the  incredi- 
bly apt  Mission  Impossible 
theme,  Sheffield  Wednesday 
use  2Uniimi  ted’s  Get  Ready 
For  This  and  Barnsley  have 
chosen  something  called 
Cocoon  by  Timerider. 


As  ever.  Spurs  lag  way  be- 
hind with  Glory,  Glory,  Tot- 
tenham Hotspur,  though  a 
recent  fanzine  poll  brought  to 
suggestions  ranging  from 
Bjork’s  It’s  Oh  So  Quiet  to  the 
Casualty  theme  tune. 

Musical  stands  in 
FourfourTwo. 

Dumb  as  a dodo 

IT  WAS,  according  to  most 
observers,  a stupid  animal 
Its  head  was  long,  broad  and 
deformed.  It  was  a bird  to 
name,  but  it  could  have  been 
taken  for  a “tortoise  covered 
with  feathers”.  And  Nature, 
by  decorating  it  with  these 
useless  ornaments  "seems  to 
have  wanted  to  add  embar- 
rassment to  its  natural 
ponderousness;  clumsiness  of 
movement  to  foe  inactivity  of 
ns  mass;  and  to  make  its 

stupidity  even  more  sicken- 
ing by  obliging  us  to  admit 
that  it  really  is  a bird". 

In  case  you  haven’t  guessed 
it,  the  subject  of  these  un- 
charitable remarks  is  that 
icon  of  deadness,  the  dodo, 
foe  last  known  specimen  of 
what  is  thought  to  have  died 
some  time  before  1663.  But 


perhaps  a few  waddled  an. 
flightless  and  hopeless,  for  a 
number  of  years  more  — in 
the  same  way  as  the  thyla- 
cine,  or  marsupial  wolf,  of 
Tasmania,  assumed  to  be  ex- 
tinct  to  the  1930s  when  the 
"last”  one  perished  in  a 
trapper's  snare,  turned  up  in 
1961  (it  as  then  killed  to  an 
accident).  And  sightings  of 
thylacines  have  continued 
into  the  1990s. 

BBC  Wildlife  on  the  lesser 
spotted  dodo,  in  a special 
edition  alt  about  other  extinct 
animals. 

Chip  hop 

HIP  HOP  began  with  an  ana- 
log back,  when  disc  jockeys 
transformed  turntables  into 
musical  instruments  and  cre- 
ated a whole  new  genre.  But 
time  caught  up  with  them.  As 
digital  samplers  and  CD  play- 
ers replaced  vinyl  records 
and  turntables,  these  artists 
were  forced  to  confront  foe 
demise  of  their  brand  of  elec- 
tronic music.  “Hip  hop  may 
be  the  first  musical  culture  of 
the  20th  century,  or  perhaps 
history,”  says  noted  rap 
scholar  and  Net  entrepreneur 


Harry  Allen,  “to  experience  a 
material  crisis  due  to  a tech- 
nology shift  from  analog 
vinyl  playback,  which  D Js 
use  for  cutting  and  scratch- 
ing, to  compact  disc  playback. 
It's  almost  certainly  the  first 
to  experience  such  a crisis  at 
foe  height  of  its  popularity.  It 
is  definitely,  absolutely,  the 
first  to  do  sq  because  of  fhe 
replacement  of  analog  data 
storage  technologies  with 
digital  ones.” 

Digital  technology’s  head- 
on  collision  with  hip  hop  has 
produced  an  interesting 
result  digital  storage  is  alter- 
ing the  sound  of  music,  and 
digital  networking  jus  trans- 
forming the  process.  Indeed, 
networking  holds  out  the 
promise  that  one  day  the  Net 
will  allow  profitable  self- 
distribution  and  promotion. 
Simply  put,  Net-savvy  hip 
hoppers  hope  foe  Web  will 
turn  every  musican  into  his 
or  her  own.  music  label. 

Hip  hop  in  Cyberspace.  Wired. 

MrBenn 

SUCH  a nice  chap,  Mr  Benn. 
Such  a decent  fellow.  No 
expression  ever  troubled  his 


fi 


pleasant  unassuming  fea- 
tures, as  mild  mannered  as 
afternoon  tea.  A city  gent 
who  stayed  far  from  foe  city, 
he  would  leave  his  modest 
home  in  Festive  Road,  stroll- 
toga  street  where  dogs  and 
children  played  forever  fro- 
zen in  cartbohitm.  There  was 
only  ever  one  destination:  the 
magical  fancy  dress  shop, 
mysterious  gateway  to  other 
worlds,  other  times. 

Inside,  the  costumes 
waited,  quietly  promising  ad- 
venture. A knight,  a cowboy, 
a chet  a wizard,  an  astronaut 


Wired.. . . hopping  to  tt 
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Which  would  it  be?  As  If  by 
magic  (of  causae  itwas 
magic!)  tile  shopkeeper 
would  appear,  smiling  his 
cryptic  smile  to  fez  andcircu- 
larspecs. 

One  instant  makeover  later 
andMr  Benn  wasprepared, 
all  set  to  step  out  of  the  chang- 
ing room  and  into  another 
realm.  Somewhere  with  drag- 
ons and  cakes  or  spaceships. 
Somewhere  he  was  needed, 
somewhere  he  could  make  a 
difference.  He  was  a crusader 
to  a howler  hat  the  John 
Steed  of  suburbia. 

He  stood  for  small  shops 
and  big  adventures,  for  fancy 
dress  and  fair  play , and  for  no 
greater  glory  than  a little 
souvenir  ofhis  trip- 
Never  mind  the  Telly  Tabbies, 
Cult  TV  celebrates  Mr  Benn, 
the  most  British  heroes. 

Sound  of  music 

FOR  MOSTprtotitlve  peoples 
foe  origin  onifo  is  a sound;  it 
was  God’s  hum,  croak,  gib- 
ber, laugh  or  chuckle  that 
stirred  creation  within  the 


should  believe  this  may  L . 
latent  in  the  cry  of  the  new- 


born babe  who.  separated 
from  his  mother  as  it  strug- 
gles into  an  alien  world,  yells 
to  be  again  part  of  nature, 
mother  of  all  creation.  Physi- 
cal factors  are  linked  to 
metaphysical  laws  in  that  the 
mathematical  principles  on 
which  sound  operates  are  a 
microcosm  of  those  that  con- 
trol tile  universe:  so  music 
springs  simultaneously  from 
our  emotional  instincts  and 
from  the  extra-sensory  har- 
mony that.  In  Sir  Thomas 
Browne’s  phrase,  ‘‘intellec- 
tually sounds  in  foe  Ears  of 
God".  . 

Music  and  dance  succour, 
and  hopefully  control,  the 
seasonal  processes  of  foe 


efficacy. 

Music,  the  voice  of  Cod  per- 
hops?  Musical  Times. 

Jackdaw  wants  jewels.  E-mail 
jackdatalSsguardUukco.  ids.,  fox 

0171-713  4366.  or  write  to 
Jackdaw,  The  Guardian . US 
Farrlngdon  Hoad.  London 
ECIR3ER. 


Hannah  Pool 
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Mahathir  goes  with  the  capital  flow 


□ July  2 

Speculators  attack  Thai  balrt  after  ft  ends  Its 

Hnk  to  the  US  dollar. 

□ July  19 

Malaysian  prime  minister  Mahathfr 
Mohamad  blames  financier  George  Soros 
for  currency  fells:  “All  these  countries  have 
spent  40  years  trying  to  build  up  their 

economy,  and  a moron  like  Soros  comes 
along  with  a lot  of  money  to  speculate,  and 
ruins  things." 

□ July  29 

asks  International  Monetary  Fund 

□ Auguste 

Thai  goverment  closes  more  than  half  the 
country’s  banking  sector  the  day  after  it 

spends  £9.5  billion  propping  up  its 
currency. 

□ August  20 

IMF  approves  $3.6  billion  (£2.3  billion) 


credit  toThaftand  as  first  part  of 
$16.6  billion  package  of -standby  loans. 

□ August  84 

Mr  Soros  says  he  expects  Asian  markets  to 
rebound.  Dr  Mahatofr  seeks  to  outlaw  short- 
selling. 

□ August  2d 

Malaysia^ringgtthits2&7earlow^inst 

US  dollar;  currencies  In  Priffliptnes, 
Indonesia  anti  Thailand  at  near-record  lows. 
Sultan  of  Brunei,  world's  richest  man, 
spends  $300  rrtfllton  to  prop  up  Singapore 
dollar. 

□ September  2 

Hong  Kong  market  falls  5 per  cent  in  one 

day  to  bring  slump  to  20  per  cent  In  three 
weeks. 

□ Septembers 

Dr  Mahathir  announces  yet  another  bail-out 
plan  for  stock  market,  promising  to  commit 
£1 2L5  bHlton  to  buy  stores  at  a premium. 


to  inevitable  as 
PM  lifts  curbs 


Nick  Camming- Bruce 
In  Bangkok 


Malaysian  au- 
thorities did  not 
present  it  quite 
in  this  way,  but 
pragmatism 

seemed  to  prevail  over  pas- 
sion yesterday  as  Prime  Min- 
ister Mahathir  Mohamad 
stepped  back  from  the  brink 
of  a braising  confrontation 
with  the  forces  that  drive  in- 
ternational capital  flows. 

His  announcement  yester- 
day that  the  government  was 
removing  curbs  an  short-sell- 
ing stocks  provided  a punch- 
drunk  flnanrfai  community 
with  the  first  relief  from  a vi- 
tuperative campaign  against 


"rogue  traders”  and  “interna- 
tional criminals”  that  he 
blamed  for  the  slump  in  Ma- 
laysia's currency  and  share 
market 

“We  are  going  back  to  the 
old  system  [of  trading  In 
shares]  because  we  see  that 
short-selling  has  now  come 
under  control,”  Dr  Mahathir 
told  reporters  after  a high- 
level  meeting  of  his  dominant 
United  Malays  National 
Organisation  (UMNO).  - 

In  the  past  week  or  so  Dr 
Mahathir,  aged  71.  has  de- 
monised George  Sotos  as  a 
“moron”,  a man  “robbing  the 
poor  to  give  to  the  rich".  He 
blasted  the  International 
Monetary  Fund  (IMF)  for  try- 
ing to  “subvert”  Malaysia’s 
growth  by  urging  him  to  ease 
hack  on  the  many  big.-—  crit- 
ics say  unnecessary  — spend- 
ing projects  he  is  pursuing.as 
part  of  a drive  to  put  Malaysia 
in  the  ranks  of  developed 
countries  by  the  year  2020. 


We  are  going 
back  to  the  old 
system  because 
we  see  short- 
selling  has  now 
come  under 
control1 
Mahathir  Mohamad 


He  reserved  special  venom 
for  the  speculators.  “I  say 
openly  these  people  are  rac- 
ists,” Dr  Mahathir  told  CNN 
this  week.  .“They  are  not 
happy  to  see  us  prosper.” 

An  abrasive  defence  of  devest- 
oping-country  interests 
against. the  slights  and  con- 
spiracies, real  or  imagined,  of 
the  world’s  rich  has  became 
among  the  more  familiar  lit- 
anies of  Dr  Mahathir’s  politi- 
cal repertoire  in  16  years  as 


Malaysia’s  leader.  An  eight- 
year  record  of  8 per  cent  real 
growth  has  hithOTto  provided 
a persuasive  put-down  to  crit- 
ics Of  his  political  Tngtlvvlc 
and  economic  dreams. 

The  announcement  last 
week  banning  short-selling  of 
stocks,  however,  added  a 
nasty  bite.  “We  are  not  going 
to  allow  these  people  to  ma- 
nipulate our  economy  as  if 
they  have  a right  to  have  a 
free  ride  an  us,”  growled  Dr 
Mahathir. 

■But  foreign  funds  suddenly 
found  they  could  not  dispose 
freely  of  their  stocks.  Malay- 
sia seemed  on  track  to  being 
declared  a controlled  market 
by  the  US  Securities  Ex- 
change Commission.  At  that 
point  US  pension  funds  would 
have  been  obliged  to  pull  out 
of  any  investments  in  Malay- 
sia^ The  to  Investor 

confidence  was  dome. 

After  that  matters  got 
worse.  Dr  Mahathir’s  pledge 
of  60  bfiUon  ringgit  to  buy 
baek  -shares  at  premium 
prices  from  locals  mid  at  mar- 
ket rates  from  foreigners 
looked  a shaky  financial  prop- 
osition,— no  one  could  figure 
out  where  the  money  would 
came  from  — driven  more  by 
Dr  Mahathir’s  wrath  than 
reason. 

Then  came  the  talk  of  police 
action  against  those  selling 
short  on  behalf  of  foreigners, 
and  with  it  rumours.  One  said 
that  the  head  of  research  in  a 
prominent  Western  financial 
institution  had  been  called  in 
for  questioning  after  putting 
out  a bearish  analysis  of  the 
market 

“Some  research  houses  are 
not  sending  anything  to  any- 
one in  written  form,”  sighed 


Venomous  attacks  an  western  investors  poisoned  the  atmosphere  in  polluted  Kuala  Lumpur  photograph  francos  silvan 


one  broker  in  ttnaia  LJimpnT 
yesterday.  “Paranoia  creeps 
up  on  yon  pretty  damn  fost" 

After  lost  night's  announce- 
ments. Malaysian  authorities 
will  be  hoping  that  some  over- 
seas investors  succumb  to  the 
allure  of  the  very  low  prices 
at  which  Malaysian  stocks 
are  now  available. 

It  remains  to  he  seen, 

thongfh,  whether  Dr  Mahathir 
has  the  same  talent  for  restor- 
ing confidence  as  he  has 
shown  for  unsettling  it  Ma- 
laysia’s economy  is  more 
broadly  based  and  therefore 
better  equipped  for  foster 
recovery  than'  some  of  its 
stricken  neighbours.  Its  listed 
corporates  are  also  relatively 
free  of  foreign  debt 


But  the  stock  market  slump 
will  itself  take  a toll  on  eco- 
nomic performance  that  may 
give  some  investors  pause  for 
thought  The  value  wiped  off 
shares  in  recent  weeks  will 
raise  non-performing  loans 
and  is  already  raising  ques- 
tions about  the  viability  of 
some  Malaysian  banks  and 
companies. 

Dr  Mahathir  may  well 
achieve  the  8 per  cent  growth 
he  predicts  for  1997,  but  in 
1998  a drop  of  2 per  cent  or 
perhaps  more  looks  plausible. 
"Nobody  knows  how  much 
car  sales  will  go  down,  bad 
debts  will  go  up  or  property 
prices  change  — we’re  - in 
totally  uncharted  territory," 
said  one  analyst 


More  important  may  be  the 
impact  of  Dr  Mahathir  on 
Western  investor  confidence 
in  emerging  markets  as  a 
whole.  At  the  start  of  this 
year  Malaysia  ranked  as  one 
of  the  biggest  most  liquid  and 
seemingly  most  secure  of  the 
world’s  emerging  markets. 

“How  could  you  argue  that 
Russia  or  Eastern  Europe  is 
as  stable  as  this  country  — 
and  look  what’s  happened  to 
us,"  one  Western  broker  ob- 
served. “We  were  a market 
that  never  had  political  risk 
or  currency  risk.  Now  we 
have  both.  That  does  change 
your  risk  premium  dramati- 
cally. It's  going  to  be  very 
hard  to  go  back  to  where  we 
came  from  in  short  order.” 


Yeltsin  acts  to  free  spirit 


Financial  staff 


.USS1AN  president 
} Boris  Yeltsin  has  in- 
k tervened  in.  the  battle 
_ _lbetween  Grand  Met- 
politan  and  Baris  Smirnoff 
er  ownership  af  one  of  the 
irld’s  most  famous  vodka 
and  names. 

Ihe  row  over  just  who  has 
e right  to  use  the  Smirnoff 
me  should  be  referred  to 
g next  meeting  of  the  high- 
?el  Gore-Chernomyrdln 
mmlssion,  which  regulates 
r Russian  trade  issues,  the 
terfax  news  agency  quoted 
r Yeltsin  as  saying 
sterday. 

Mr  Yeltsin's  intervention  is 

s latest  development  in  a 
ig- running  legal  battle  be- 
reen  the  British  drinks 
oup  and  a great-grandson  or 
ter  Smirnoff,  .vodka  sup- 
er to  the  last  tsar,  over  tiw 
5ht  to  use  the  Smirnoff 
me.  . . - 
In  June  the  Moscow 
gional  Arbitration  Court 
£ted  an  appeal  by  Grand- 
ns  subsidiary,  Heub- 


Smimoff  brand  name  row  threatens  to  turn  ugly 


loin  against  an  earlier  deci- 
sion by  the  Russian  Trade- 
mark chamber  that  cancelled 
the  Smirnoff  brand  name’s 
official  registration  in  Russia. 

Though  the  UK  drinks  com- 
bine did  not  respond  to  yes- 
terday’s news,  Mr  Yeltsin’s 
new  move  to  put  the  issue  on 
the  agenda  erf  the  commission 
— named  after  US  vice  presi- 
dent A1  Gore  and  Russian 
prime  minister  Viktor  Cher- 


nomyrdin — is  Hkely  to  offer 
GrandMet  some  hope  of  over- 
turning the  earlier  adverse 
rulings. 

The  issue is  far  from  trivial. 
Heublein  sells  around  15  mil- 
lion cases  of  Smirnoff  vodka 
around  .the  world,  Tnrindtng 
one  million  in  Russia,  and  it 
had  expected  to  boost  Russian 
sales  as  drinkers  switched 
from  cheaper,  non-hranded 
vodka. 


GrandMet  lias  always  ar- 
gued that  HeuMein  bought 
the  rights  to  the  Smirnoff 
name  in  1983  from  an  Ameri- 
can businessman  who  had  ac- 
quired than  from  Vladimir 
Smirnoff  one  of  Peter’s  sons. 

Boris  Smirnoff  and  other 
members  of  the  fondly  say 
they  have  documents  show- 
ing that  Vladimir  had  sold  his 
share  of  the  business  to  his 
eldest  brother  in  1904. 

They  claim  Heablein  had 
“unlawfully  appropriated  our 
ancestor’s  historic  legacy”. 

• Grand  Met  and  its  would- 
be  partner  Guinness  are  hold- 
ing out  against  having  to 
make  concessions  to  the 
European  Union's  competi- 
tion authorities  to  get  regula- 
tory approval  for  their 

planned  £24  Wiliam  merger. 
writes  Julie  Wolf  tn  Brussels. 

“We  do  not  think  that  there 
is  a competitive  problem  or 
that  any  concessions  are  nec- 
essary ” a Guinness  spokes- 
man said.  He  was  speaking  as 
the  two  drinks  groups  de- 
fended die  merger  at  two  days 
<tf  hearings  organised  by  the 
commission. 


US  sales  give  Signet  profits  lift 


Jewellery  chain  makes  £1 .9m  as 
superstore  concept  takes  off 


Julia  Radi 


r chain  Sig- 

ormerly  known  as 
rs,  yesterday  tto- 
-balf  profits  for  the 


ipany,  which  now 
H Samuel  and  Er- 
in the  UK,  made 
an  the.  fira* 

■ this  year,  com- 
£6  million  loss  last 
ugh  most  off  the  to- 
wns generated  in 
lerothe.  company 


Signet  is  opening  another 
00  outlets  in  America  , before 
the  crucial  Christmas  season, 
adding  three  more  super- 
atores  to  the  existing  four. 

At  5.500  square  feet,  the, 
superstores  are  the  same  son 
as  an  average  UK  high-street 
clfrfhtng  shop  and  have  sepa- 
rate sections  devoted  to  dia- 
monds. watches,  and  goad..  Ac- 
cording to  chairman  Jams® 
McAdam,  the  concept  is  prov- 
ing so  successful  in' the  05 
that  he  plana  another  10  next 
year  and  may  even -consider 
importing  the  idea  here- 
in the  JDK,  however,  Signet 


is  concentrating  on  updating 
the  425  strong  H Samuel 
chafe.  AH  the  stores  are  being 
given  A facelift  and  the  tradi- 
tional two-tier  window  dis- 
plays are  being  ditched-  in 
favour  erf  columns  cf  goods. 

H 'Samuel  needs  the  help. 
Its  average  sale  is  only  £23 -r 
flQtnfMMwi.  tx>  £70  in  Ernest 
Jones  — and  its  like  for  like 
sales  were  up  only  lA  per 
cent  in  the  last  six  months. 

So  -for  foe.  results  from  tbs 
stores  that  have  been  modern- 
ised are  encouraging  — with  a 
£8  per  cent  sales  uplift  — but 
Mr.  McAdam  warned  against 
assuming -fiat  result  will  be 
repeated  throughout  the  chain 

as  all  the  shares  are  updated  in 
the  next  18  months. 

Ernest  Jones  sales  rose 


nearly  8 per  cent  in  the  period 

and  four  new  stores  are 
planned  to  open  before 
Christmas. 

Mr  McAdam  said  they  had 
detected  no  spending  surge 
after  the  recent  bunding  soci- 
ety windfalls  but  added  that 
consumer  confidence  was 
strong  in  the  UK  and  US  He 
nrfrwi-  “In  the  UK  we’ve  been 
finding  the  upper  sector  of  the 

market  somewhat  stronger 
than  the  market  and  1 
thtwtr  that’s  in  common  with 
retailers  in  other  sectors". 

Signet  said  at  the  time  of  its 
capital'  restructuring  earlier 
this  year  that  it  was  unlikely 
to  pay  a dividend  in  the  year 
to  February  1998.  That  posi- 
tion remained  unchanged,  Mr 
McAdam 


Psion  shrugs  off 
profit  blow  as  it 
backs  Series  5 
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ALAYSIA  has  decided 
to  abandon  week-old 
curbs  on  share  trading 
to  check  the  collapse  of  confi- 
dence that  sent  share  prices 
and  the  ringgit  currency 
crashing  to  historic  lows  yes- 
terday, writes  Nick  Camming- 
Bruce  In  Bangkok. 

Prime  Minister  Mahathir 
Mdbaxnad  said  last  night  that 
rules  introduced  last  Thurs- 
day to  try  to  halt  short-selling 
of  stocks  by  foreign  funds  had 
been  lifted  “because  wo  now 
see  that  short  selling  has  now 
come  under  control.” 

Dr  Mahathir's  move  pro- 
vides what  foreign  brokers 
will  welcome  as  the  first  relief 
from  his  campaign  against 
foreign  “manipulators”  he 
has  publicly  demonised  as  the 
architects  of  Malaysia’s  finan- 
cial difficulty. 

Police  had  revealed  on 
Wednesday  they  were  consid- 
ering using  laws  allowing  de- 
tention without  trial  to  pull  in 
those  short-selling  on  behalf 
of  foreign  investors. 

In  a further  comment,  evi- 
dently designed  to  reassure 
the  financial  community.  Dr 
Mahathir  said  authorities  did 
not  plan  to  take  action 
against  brokers  engaged  in 
short-selling  for  foreign  cli- 
ents before  the  curbs  came 
into  force.  "There  is  no  need 
for  the  government  to  act  on 
something  committed  before 
it  was  prohibited.”  be  said. 

The  move  will  allow  free 
trading  from  today  in  100 
blue-chip  stocks.  The  govern- 
ment's action  came  after  the 
market  plunged  10  per  cent 
before  afternoon  buying 
brought  it  back  to  close 
nearly  4 per  cent  off  for  the 
day. 

Infected  by  the  stock  mar- 
ket’s slump,  the  ringgit 
to  a 24-year  low  of  3.02  against 
the  dollar  yesterday,  a level 
unseen  since  Malaysia  floated 
its  currency  in  1973. 

The  turmoil  in  the  financial 
markets  claimed  another  ca- 
sualty yesterday  when  Dr  Ma- 
hathir delighted  environmen- 
talists by  indefinitely 
delaying  the  controversial  Ba- 
kum  dam  in  the  Borneo  rain- 
forest 

The  project  the  largest  ever 
proposed  in  South-east  Asia, 
has  been  criticised  for  the  for- 
est clearings  it  would  require 
in  the  east  Malaysian  state  of 
Sarawak. 

The  project  would  require 

aoding  an  area  the  size  of 
Singapore.  Economists  have 
questioned  Its  financial  via- 
bility, arguing  that  the  power 
it  produces  would  he  for  too 
expensive. 

Dr  Mahathir,  who  had  per- 


ringgit  would  now  make  it  a 


Hl-tech  firm  will 
need  time  to  meet 
retail  demand  for 
new  product,  says 
Nicholas  Bannister 


PSION,  one  of  Britain’s 
most  successful  hi- 
tech  companies,  has 
suffered  a severe  glitch  as  a 
result  of  die  strong  pound 
and  difficulties  associated 
with  the  changeover  to  its 
new  Series  5 hand-held 
computer. 

Chairman  David  Potter 
reported  yesterday  that 
first-half  pre-tax  profits 
had  slumped  from  £6.5  mil- 
lion to  £4.1  million  and 
forecast  that  fttU-year  prof- 
its would  be  slightly  down 
on  last  year’s  £16  million. 

The  Series  5,  based  on  the 
group's  faster  32-bit  tech- 
nology. has  had  rave 
reviews  and  demand  is  out- 
stripping production.  But 
its  introduction  in  June  has 
slowed  down  demand  for 
the  group’s  Series  3 palm- 
top range  of  computers. 

Mr  Potter  said  that  the 
appreciation  of  sterling 
was  expected  to  cost  the 
group  about  £6  million  In 
the  full  year  and  reduce 
margins  by  4 to  5 per  cent. 

“We  have  successfully  in- 
troduced our  32-bit  technol- 
ogy,” he  said.  “After  this 
year  of  transition,  I am  now 
confident  that  the  group  Is 
strongly  positioned  to 
resume  its  growth.” 

Mr  Potter  said  Series  s 
production  had  - been 
’•building  progressively” 
over  the  summer.  The 
group  was  on  target  to 
reach  planned  output  levels 
for  the  fourth  quarter  of 
the  year.  ! 


He  added:  “Subsequent  to 
the  Series  5 launch,  sales  of 
the  Series  3 range  are 
recovering  as  the  market 
appreciates  the  relative  po- 
sitioning of  the  two  product 
families.” 

The  Series  5 is  the  first 
product  based  on  the 
group's  new  32-bit  platform 
which  took  five  years  to  de- 
velop and  which  repre- 
sented the  group’s  largest 
ever  investment.  Mr  Potter 
insisted:  “It’s  not  a produc- 
tion problem.  It's  a demand 
problem  and  that’s  a nice 
one  to  have.” 

However,  the  chairman 
admitted  that  even  by  next 
January  the  company  was 
unlikely  to  have  matched 
demand  from  retailers. 

“The  ftwArm^ntal  thing 

is,  it’s  a new  product  and 
the  volumes  are  building 
up  and  it  takes  time  to 
achieve  that.  Retailers  are 
like  formers  — they  always 
moan.  If  there’s  too  much 
rain  that’s  one  story  and  if 
there's  too  little  they  com- 
plain as  well.” 

He  said  the  company 
needed  to  respond  to  the  de- 
mand and  continue  to  raise 
volume  until  it  meets  that 
demand.  “It  takes  time  to 
build  up  volume  produc- 
tion of  a major  new  product 
line  like  this.” 

City  analysts  said  that 
the  results  were  not  a disas- 
ter for  Psion  since  the 
Series  5 was  inherently  a 
good  product. 

Psion,  which  has  lifted  its 
Interim  dividend  from 
0.65p  to  o.7Qp,  has  faced 
competition  recently  from 
computer-makers  such  as 
Compaq  and  Hewlett-Pack- 
ard which  have  introduced 
hand-held  computers  based 
on  Microsoft's  Windows  CE 
operating  system.  Its 
shares  ended  the  day  9’Ap 
up  at  337p. 


News  in  brief 


Police  arrest  four  in 
$45bn  fraud  case 

FOUR  people  have  been  arrested  in  connection  with  an  alleged 
attempt  to  carry  out  a *45  billion  (£28  million)  fraud  on  the  City 
in  one  of  the  biggest  forgery  conspiracies  of  recent  times. 

In  a statement  City  of  London  Police  said:  "After  an  investi- 
gation carried  out  by  [our]  Fraud  Squad,  four  people  were 
arrested  for  attempting  to  defraud  a major  international  bank 
of  *45  billion  by  means  of  a forged  certificate  or  deposit.” 

The  force  would  not  comment  on  reports  suggesting  those 
arrested  were  from  the  Far  East  and  Australia  or  that  large 
sums  of  foreign  currency  had  been  seized.  — Dan  Atkinson 


Lawsuit  hits  Wembley  profits 

A SHORTAGE  of  big  crowd-pulling  events  at  Wembley  and  a US 
lawsuit  which  resulted  in  a £15  million  damages  bill  have  pushed 
the  Wembley  group  £3  million  into  the  red  for  the  first  six  months 
ofl997. 

Last  year—  when  the  group  made  £7.7  million  at  the  halfway 

stage — Wembley  stadium  and  the  arena  complex  brought  in  a 
one-off  £L8  million  gain  from  the  six  Euro  96  matches  held  at  the 
stadium.  Without  that,  and  with  other  notable  Arena  events  like 
Holiday  on  Ice  missSng  this  year,  profits  generated  from  the 
Wembley  complex  fell  28  per  cent  to  £5.7  million. 

The  £15  minim  damages  relate  toa  US  ticket  agency  which 

Wembley  sold  several  years  ago  but  which  later  collapsed.  It  is  an 
arbitration  award  and  cannot  be  appealed.  — Julia  Finch 


Senior  steps  up  service 

SENIOR  Engineering  was  on  the  acquisition  trail  yesterday 
when  new  Chief  executive  Andrew  Parrish  said  the  group  was 
looking  at  several  deals  worth  up  to  £100  million. 

Mr  Parrish  said  the  group  was  in  discussions  with  a number  of 
companies  outside  the  UK  with  a view  to  expanding  its  activities 
— it  makes  flexible  tubing  and  other  products  for  the  aerospace 
and  car  industries — into  North  and  South  America,  Europe  and 

the  Far  EasL  He  also  announced  half-year  profits  up  from 
£11.5  milhoa  to  £15.3  million.  — Tony  May 


Hillsdown  gives  up  red  meat 

FOOD  group  Hillsdown.  once  the  country's  biggest  abbatoir 
operator,  yesterday  signalled  its  departure  from  dealing  in  beef 
and  other  red  meat  with  a £50  million  disposal  programme  which 
includes  the  tannery  Strong  and  Fisher. 

The  Typhoo  tea.  Cadbury’s  drinking  chocolate.  Busted  r-toriran 
and  Smftdlev’s  canned  foods  business  annni  m rod  prqflfe  6 per  cent 
higher  at  £67  million  for  the  first  half  of  the  year.  Profits  were  hit 
by  Newcastle  disease,  which  affected  turkey  and  Chicken  flocks 
and  cost  £25  million. — Roger  Cowe 


Bradford  chief  resigns 

BRADFORD  & Bingley's  maverick  marketing  director  John 
Wriglesworth  announced  yesterday  that  he  had  resigned  from 
Britain’s  second  biggest  building  society  amid  KpemiaHnn  that  ho 
had  been  skteUned  since  the  arrival  of  chief  executive  Christo- 
pher Rodrigues  a year  ago.  — Teresa  Hunter 
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Guardian 


NatWest  Markets  cuts  pay 


5,000  employees 
to  lose  bonuses 


Paid  Murphy 


I AT  WEST  Markets, 
the  beleaguered  in- 
vestment hanking 
arm  of  NatWest 
i bank,  has  been 
forced  to  cut  the  pay  of 
around  5,000  British  employ- 
ees due  to  the  disastrous  trad- 
ing losses  uncovered  in  its  In- 
terest rate  options  business 
earlier  this  year. 

The  investment  bank’s 
profit-related  pay  scheme, 
which  contributed  an  average 
£50  to  employees’  monthly  in- 
come, has  been  suspended 
and  is  unlikely  to  be  rein- 


stated. An  internal  NatWest 
Markets  memorandum  ob- 
tained by  the  Guardian  indi- 
cates that  staff  may  an 
additional  tax  charge  for 
profit-related  payments  al- 
ready made  this  year.  The 
bank  is  undertaking  to  pick 
Up  the  bill  if  this  happens 

The  move  follows  couQrma- 
tion  with  last  month’s  interim 
figures  that  the  parent  hank 
had  to  take  a £90  mnunn 
on  derivatives  trading.  A cri- 
sis of  confidence  has  since  en- 
gulfed the  hank,  landing  to 
speculation  that  it  might  be 
forced  to  merge  with  a rival. 

While  NatWest  Markets 
only  introduced  its  own 
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profit-related  plan  last  year, 
fln  tax  gffidiint  scheme  has 
been  available  to  «impnn<ix 
since  1987.  It  was  introduced 
to  encourage  firms  to  link  pay 
to  profitability,  but  worries 
over  abuse  — with  some 
schemes  apparently  qualify- 
ing for  tax  relief  which  were 
not  genuinely  profit-related 


— caused  former  Chancellor 
Kenneth  Clarke  to  annnnra 
the  phased  withdrawal  of  the 
scheme-  The  related  bote  in 
the  Government’s  finances 
grew  to  £L5  billion  last  year 
and  was  projected  to  soar 
through  £3  Union  by  the  turn 
of  the  century. 

Yesterday,  NatWest  Mar- 


kets said  the  suspension  of 
profit-related  pay  reflected 
“legislative  issues,  together 
with  our  disappointing  in- 
terim figures". 

The  plan,  which  had  to  be 
registered  with  the  Inland 
Revenue,  was  based  on  profit 
forecasts  made  at  the  begin- 
ning erf  the  year  — forecasts 
which  were  destroyed  by  the 
"black  hole"  subsequently 
discovered  In  the  trading  op- 
erations. The  NatWest  Mar- 
ket memo  describes  the  sus- 
pension as  "regrettable  but 
unavoidable". 

Despite  booming  financial 
markets  across  the  world, 
profits  at  the  investment 
hank  slumped  to  £58  million 
during  the  first  half  of  the 
year  — just  a quarter  of  the 
interim  earnings  posted  a 
year  earlier.  Revealing  the 
figures.  NatWest’s  group 
chief  executive  Derek  Wan- 
less  admitted  that  the  knock- 
on  effects  of  the  options  fi- 


asco could  not  be  quantified. 

The  profit-related  plan  is 
separate  from  individual  per- 
formance bonuses  enjoyed  by 
many  NatWest  Markets  staff. 

As  disclosed  by  the  Guard- 
ian faflf  month,  the  invest- 
ment bank  is  considering  a 
complete  overhaul  of  pay 
structures,  which  is  likely  to 
see  NatWest  Markets  become 
a quas  ^partnership  — where 
salaries  are  more  directly 
MnVad  to  the  division’s  profit- 
ability through  an  “equity 
participation  scheme”. 

The  move,  giving  staff  a 
direct  stake  in  the  business, 
is  seen  as  an  attempt  to  emu- 
late the  success  of  American 
rivals  such  as  Goldman. 
Sachs,  with  employees  enjoy- 
ing the  rewards  and  risks 
which  come  with  ownership. 

The  initiative  follows  the 
appointment  of  an  American, 
Konrad  Kruger,  to  replace 
chi rf  executive  Martin  Owen, 
who  resigned  in  the  spring. 


£1  m payoff 
as  Gyngell 
resigns 


Ma  Finch 


AVERICK  televi- 
sion executive 
Bruce  Gyngell  has 
quit  his  post  as 
chief  executive  of  Yorkshire- 
Tyne  Tees  Television  and  is 
likely  to  walk  away  with 
more  than  £i  million  in  com- 
pensation and  cashed-in 
share  options. 

His  departure  comes  just 
weeks  after  Yorkshire’s 
£711  million  takeover  by  rival 
Granada  was  formalised.  In  a 
statement  yesterday  he  said: 
“No  company  needs  two  chief 
executives  and  it  was  inevita- 
ble that  I would  leave." 

Granada’s  TV  chief  is  Steve 
Morrison.  50,  who  took  over 
the  top  job  at  the  end  of 1996. 

Australian  Mr  Gyngell,  68, 
who  was  last  year  paid 
£308,000,  joined  Yorkshire 
two  years  ago.  He  came  to 
prominence  in  foe  1980s  when 
he  took  the  helm  at  the  ailing 
TV-am  breakfast-time  broad- 
caster, but  more  recently  has 
become  a crusader  against 
sex  and  violence  on  TV. 

Earlier  this  year  he  banned 
prime-time  documentary 
series  Hollywood  Lovers  from 
his  region’s  screens,  even 
though  his  company  had  con- 
tributed some  £120,000 
towards  its  production  costs, 
because  he  objected  to  some 
of  the  more  explicit  content  of 
the  shows. 

In  May,  he  told  the  Cam- 
bridge Union  that  television 
was  now  dominated  by  take- 


over tycoons  who  put  profit 
before  qualify.  His  f’nnwipnk 
were  interpreted  as  an  attack 
on  Granada’s  Gerry  Robin- 
son, United  News  and  Media's 
Lord  Rollick  and  Carlton’s 
Michael  Green.  Hie  said  TV 
was  a “cultural  asset"  in  dan- 
ger of  being  “crushed  by  bean 
counters”. 

Yesterday  a spokesman  for 
Granada  said  there  had  been 
no  clashes  between  Mr  Robin- 
son and  Mr  Gyngell  and  dis- 
missed Mr  Gyngell’s  attack 
on  the  TV  tycoons  as  “pretty 
normal  in  the  TV  world”. 

Mr  Gyngell.  the  first  fece  to 
appear  on  Australian  TV  in 
the  1950s,  is  an  idiosyncratic 
character.  While  at  TV-am  he 
described  his  mission  as  creat- 
ing “an  eternal  summer,  so 
lost  lonely  people  could  turn 
on  and  feel  warm  and  bright" 
— and  gave  us  Anne  Diamond 


Nick  Owen  and  Roland  RaL 

He  has  a love  affair  with  the 
colour  pink,  had  a pink  office 
and  always  wears  pink  shirts. 
He  meditates  and  chants 
daily,  yet  was  an  ardent  That- 
cherite. 

When  TV-am  lost  its  fran- 
chise, Mr  Gyngell  retreated 
to  Australia  to  head  Kerry 
Packer's  Nine  Network,  but 
returned  to  the  UK  in  1995  to 
join  Yorkshire,  producer  of 
Heartbeat,  Countdown  and 
Emmerdale. 

Yesterday  he  insisted  that 
his  career  was  certainly  not 
over.  “I  am  energetic  and  en- 
thusiastic and  any  reports  of 
my  imminent  retirement  are 
greatly  exaggerated." 


Fall  in  spending 


on  base  rates 


Larry  Elliott  and 
Simon  Beavls 


FEARS  that  a raging 
high-street  consumer 
boom  would  trigger  a 
fifth  post-election  rise  in  in- 
terest rates  were  lading  last 
night  after  retailers  reported 
a marked  slowdown  in  spend- 
ing at  shops  last  month. 

The  summer  surge  showed 
signs  of  petering  out  at  the 
same  time  as  consumers  used 
windfalls  from  the  flotation  of 
mutual  companies  to  finance 
a record  month  for  new  car 
sales. 

Although  the  Society  of 
Motor  Manufacturers  and 
Traders  said  registrations  of 
new  models  last  mouth  ex- 
ceeded the  previous  high  in 
August  1989,  sales  growth  at 
the  15/100  shopping  outlets  cov- 
ered by  the  Confederation  of 
British  Industry  was.  with  the 
exception  of  the  period  imme- 
diately after  the  general  elec- 
tion, the  lowest  for  two  years. 

Forty-seven  per  cent  of 
retailers  said  sales  were 
higher  last  month  than  In 
August  1996.  while  25  per  cent 
reported  that  they  were 


lower.  The  gap  between  the 
two  figures  left  a balance  of  22 
per  cent,  compared  to  35  per 
cent  in  July  and  39  per  cent  in 
June,  months  when  the  wind- 
fall gains  from  building  soci- 
ety and  insurance  company 
flotations  were  realised. 

Aiastair  Bperon,  chairman 
of  the  survey  panel,  said: 
“Our  survey  shows  a disap-' 
pointing  slowdown  in  retail 
sales  growth,  although  under- 
lying volumes  remain  on  a 
firmly  upward  track.” 

Asked  whether  the  figures 
marked  the  "end  of  the 
party" , Mr  Eperon  said:  "We' 
have  been  saying  for  a very 
long  tune  that  the  level  of 
sales  we  have  seen  this  year 
should  not  be  a cause  for  con- 
cern that  we  are  returning  to 
the  1980s  boom.” 

He  added  that  the  CBI  — 
which  Is  also  concerned  about 
the  sluggish  performance  of 
manufacturing  — saw  no 
reason  for  further  increases 
in  base  rates. 

The  car  industry  defied  the 
apparent  downturn  in  spend- 
ing and  notched  up  its  best 
sales  month  ever  in  August, 
with  over  half  a million  R-reg- 

istratkm  cars  sold. 


TOURIST  RATES  — BANK  SB  i S 


Australia  2.103 
Austria  19.66 
Belgium  57.75 
Canada  2.133 
Cypres  0.621 
Danmark  10.717 
Finland  6,-179 

Support  by  Nam—l 


Franca  9.332  Italy  2.747 

Germany  2.795  Malta  0.621 

Greece  442.75  Netherlands  3.137 

Hong  Kong  11.89*  New  Zealand  2413 
India  57.82  Norway  1143 

Ireland  1.08  Portugal  28240 

Israel  5.58  Saudi  Arabia  5627 

Book  f mluatng  moan  rupee  and  taraoB 

l 
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Singapore  2349 
South  Africa  732 
Spain  234.25 
Sweden  12.187" 
9*tearfsi*22tt 
Turkey  239,9*0 
USA  1.545 


Hello  and  goodbye  - contrasting  fortunes  in  the  motor  industry 


Tokyo,  Honda  president  Nobnhiko  Kawamoto  unveils  the  Torneo  sedan  from  an  all-new  Accord  series,  while  in 
■Mum  the  last  Renault  off  the  line  at  Vilvoorde  carries  the  redundant  workers’  message:  “We  are  the  best,  an 
-Ole  for  Prance.”  Honda’s  Swindon  plant  begins  making  new  Accords  next  yearPHorooRAPHS:  bvko  suonAandATnLASB&t 


Advisers  say  sack 
boss  - so  he  sues 


piaric  Tran  in  Now  York 


1 A /HEN  Serge  Trigano 
1/1/ called  in  the  world’s 
V V leading  management 
consultants  to  sort  out  the 
crisis  at  holiday  company 
dub  Mediterrange,  the  last 
recommendation  he  ex- 
pected to  read  was  that  he  be 

Sacked. 

Unfortunately  for  Mr  Tri- 

gano,  Bain  & Co  did  Just 
that.  Now  he  is  getting  Us 
own  bade  with  a $70  million 
(£45  million)  lawsuit  against 
the  consultancy. 

The  former  Club  Med 
chairman  accuses  Bain  of 
engineering  Ms  dismissal  in 
February  from  the  company 
out  Pioneered  hedonistic 

holiday  camps. 

He  was  forced  oat  affer 
the  travel  and  leisure  group 
announced  a $130.6  million 
loss  for  the  year  ending 
October. 

Hiring  Bain  was  one  of  Mr 
Trigano’s  last  major  deci- 
sions at  Club  Med.  Bain  was 
asked  to  conduct  a strategic 
audit  of  the  company  and 
recommend  remedial  mea- 


sures. The  report  was  com- 
pleted an  February  19,  days 
before  a board  meeting  that 
forced  Mr  Trigano  out.  He 
accuses  Bain  of  breach  of 
contract,  negligence  and 

frand. 

Bain  produced  two 
reports.  The  suit  alleges  that 
the  consultancy  “used  its  po- 
sition, the  cmrflriOTififl]  Jjj. 
formation  it  had  and  its  ac- 
cess to  Club  Med 
shareholders  to  circulate  a 
fraudulently  created  pur- 
ported consultant’s  report 
(which  was  not  the  real 
report  at  all)  with  the  ex- 
press purpose  and  intent  of 
dislodging  Mr  Trigano”. 

Bain  strongly  denies  the 
allegations,  saying  Mr  Tri- 
gano’s  case  “h  completely 
without  merit”. 

Although  both  reports 
contain  similar  material, 
the  second  contains  harsher 
language  and  fewer  mitigat- 
ing circumstances  to  explain 
Club  Med’s  problems. 

The  case  raises  troubling 
questions  as  to  whether  a 
consultant’s  duty  is  to  the 
management  or  to  the  com- 


u v*  w uiv  uni 

pany  audits  shareholders. 
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Across 


8 Loud  voice  Interrupted  by 
composed  voice  (8) 

9 Natural  dye,  then  nature's 
involved  (5) 

10  harper  when  left  in  charge 

11  As  one  should  be  following 
sty  peek  of  card?  (5-5) 

12  Keep  In  one  piece  (6) 


1«  "A  Little  Night  Music”  once 
revolved  around  the  twist  (8) 
13  In  which  one's  prone  to  - 
travel,  lain  across  toe  tracks 
(7) 

17  Height  of  figure  about  right 

(7) 

20  Spent  a penny  during 
chaotic  debate  (4,4) 

22  Stuff  eggs  In  Italy  (6) 


Notebook 


Nori 
confidence  yet 


3 


Edited  by 

ITER  the  calamitous 
fells  seen  in  the  ringgit 
the  Kuala  Lumpur 
stock  market,  the  Malaysian 
leader  Mahathir  Mohamad 
has  finally  realised  that  ver- 
bal abuse,  threats  against 
traders  and  Invocation  of  the 
draconian  Internal  Security 
Act  are  not  the  most  effective 
ways  of  H«iHny  with  a finan- 
cial crisis  in  a time  of  global- 
ised markets. 

A day  which  began  with 
reports  of  government  intimi- 
dation of  a Merrill  Lynch  ana- 
lyst who  wrote  a downbeat 
note  about  Malaysia’s  pros- 
pects ended  with  the  usually 

rWlant  Dr  Mahathir  conduct- 
ing a U-turn.  - 
. Having  last  week  Imposed  a 
ban  anshort-selUng  of  stock 
on  the.  Ktaala.  Lumpur  ex- 
change and  threatened  disci- 
plinary action  «ph«t  traders 
who  conducted  such  transac- 
tions on  behalf  of  foreign  in-, 
vestars,  Dr  Mahathir  has  dis- 
covered that  locking 
invertors  into  a ftffiiig  mar- 
ket is  nonsensicaL 

The  Malaysian  authorities 
have  been  severely  punished 
for  their  action  with  the  speed 
of  the  market  fall  Increasing. 
Since  March  the  top  100 
stocks  in  Kuala  Lumpur  have 
fallen  40  per  cent  The  ringgit 
isinfreefelL 

What  Mr  Mahalthir  seems 
to  have  forgotten,  when  he 
castigated  foreign  speculators 
as  racists  who  were  “making 
enemies  within  us”  is  that  it 
is  overseas  capital  which  has 
fttofied  Malaysia’s  economic 
success,  allowing  it  to  engage 
in  an  extravagant  infrastruc- 
ture programme.  World  Bank 
data  show  that  since  1990  the 
country's  overseas  debt  rock- 
eted from  $16.4  billion 
(£10  billion)  to  $34.4  billion  at 
the  end  of  1995.  Without  these 
overseas  private  sector  in- 
flows the  standard  of  living  of 
ordinary  Malayasians  would 
be  lower,  and  the  level  of 
growth  considerably  weaker. 

The  government  now  ap- 
pears to  be  counting  on  free 
and  open  mai-picta  together 
with  its  promise  to  buy  in 
stock  to  the  tune  of  120  billion 
to  see  off  the  speculators 
always  a dangerous  strategy, 
particularly  when  so  many 
fund  managers  are  rushing 
for  the  exit 

What  wifi  really  settle  the 
markets  are  signs  that  Dr  Ma- 
hathir is  willing  to  let  them 
operate  as  they  should,  cut- 
ting back  infrastructure  pro- 
grammes and  correcting  the 
current  account  deficit  He 
has  now  made  a start 


NatWest  slippage 

IT  IS  not  just  tigers  which 
need  to  adjust  to  straitened 
circumstances.  At  NatWest 
Markets  they  are  having  to  do 
precisely  the  same,  following 
file  £90  million  hole  created 


by  derivatives  trading,  which 
damaged  the  profits  of  the 
whole  group  and  has  led  to 
reorganisation  of  the  invest- 
ment banking  business. 

In  most  companies,  profit- 
related  pay  Is  endangered 
anyway,  because  of  the  Gov- 
ernment’s move  to  end  the  In- 
come tax  break  for  employees 
and  employers.  At  NatWest 
Markets  the  end  has  come 
earlier,  because  the  company 
is  now  "highly  unlikely  to 
meet  our  original  profits  fore- 
cast for  1997”. 

As  a result  the  "human 
resources”  department  Is 
helpfully  warning  staff  that 
they  may  need  to  adjust  their 
standing  orders. 

A curiosity  in  all  of  this  is 
that  some  of  the  profit-related 
payments  already  made  for 
1997  may  become  taxable,  as  a 
result  of  the  deterioration  in 
the  company's  financial  per- 
formance. One  might  have 
thought  that  the  staff,  who  In 
their  own  way  may  have 
made  a small  contribution  to 
the  shortfall  in  profits,  might 
be  expected  to  take  the  hit. 
Not  a bit  of  it. 

NatWest  promises  that  the 
company  — that  Is  the  share- 
holders — will  pick  up  this 
tab.  Moreover,  although 
profit-related  pay  is  now  dead 
at  NatWest  Markets  the  old 
indlvivual  bonus  culture  will 
live,  ft  is  a pity  that  it  is  not 
being  tackledtoo. 


Euro  delays 

ALL  delays  are  dangerous 
In  war,  according  to  the 
poet  Dryden.  Hard-line 
promoters  of  the  single  Euro- 
pean currency  reckon  delays 
are  pretty.. tricky  when  it 
comes  to  monetary  union, 
too. 

They  want  no  such  loose 
talk  undermining  their  bible, 
the  Maastricht  treaty.  Yet 
some  of  Europe's  heaviest 
monetary  hitters  continue  to 
talk,  albeit  in  the  most  careful 
terms,  about  the  conse- 
quences of  putting  the  single 
currency  timetable  on  hold. 

The  Bundesbank  president, 
Hans  Tietmeyer,  has  been 
stressing  that  when  he  talked 
about  delay  earlier  in  the 
week  he  was  not  actually  ad- 
vocating It  as  a policy.  But  he 
made  no  effort  to  row  back  on 
his  remarks  that  delay,  if  It 
happened,  would  not  inevita- 
bly mean  disaster. 

It  Is  probably  too  much  to 
suggest  that  Mr  Tietmeyer  is 
saying  what  Chancellor  Hel- 
mut Kohl  cannot,  but  the 
Bundesbank  president’s 
remarks  will  come  to  provide 
ammunition  to  those  who  feel 
Europe  Is  being  pushed  into 
adopting  a single  currency  — 
even  a weak  one. 

The  same  might  be  said  of 
Italy's  foreign  minister,  .Lam- 
berto  Dini,  who  reckons  delay 
might  be  preferable  to  a poor 
turnout  when  the  single  cur- 
rency qualifiers  line  up. 

Mr  Dini  was  once  a senior 
official  at  the  Bank  of  Italy, 
and  thus  adds  a former  cen- 
tral banker’s  perspective  to 
the  political  one.  Tbe  combi- 
nation is  a potent  one. 

An  alliance  of  central  bank- 
ers and  politicians  among 
those  who  seek  a delay  would 
spell  danger  Indeed  for  those 
at  the  European  Commission 
who  want  to  keep  the  single 
currency  banner  flying,  what- 
ever the  cost 


Set  by  Paul 


23  Badly  tuned,  wait  wrong, 
but  not  put  off  (1(J) 

24  Virtually  an  kiltaiy  (4) 

SB  A living  layer  of  the  earth  (5) 

25  No  longer  taxed,  so  highly 
praised  (8) 

Down 


\y 


1 Pupils  must  be 
accompanied  by  both 
parents  in  London  (4,4) 

2 Detached  land  from  part  of 
the  church,  we  heart  *4) 

3 Like  a regular  diet,  as 
featured  in  centrefold?  (8) 

4^24down,194Rteenot 
black  clouds’?  Whoppers 
(4A4.7) 

8 More  efficient  method  for 
crew,  maybe?  (5,3) 

6 Auntie — daft,  rambling  and 
besotted  (10) 

7 Beet  cleric  up  in  the  pub  (6) 

13  QuarreBer  in  duel  we’d  met 
raffled?  (IQ) 

14  Ordinal  half  exalted,  then 
revised  (8) 

18  One  with  something  active 
in  coloured  base  of  flower 
(5-3) 

19  See4 

21  For  whom  the  theatre 
provided  more  krfty 
speech?  (6} 

22  Games — time  on  foot  (6) 

24  See  4 
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Solution  tcmorre 


IT  Stuck?  Then  etfo 
on  0801  398  338.  G 
par  minute  at  al  tfcnao. 
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